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Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting, 
Honorary Consultants to Army Medical 
Library 


Live Eighth Annual Meeting of the Association of Honorary Consultants 
to the Army Medical Library, in Washington, D. C., on Friday, 26 October 
1951, was convened at 9:30 a.m. by the President, Dr. Wilburt C. Davison. 


Morninc Session, ARMY MEpIcAL LIBRARY 


Dr. Davison: Ladies and Gentlemen, the Surgeon General of the Army, 
General Armstrong, is unable to be here inasmuch as he is out of town, but 
Brigadier General Silas B. Hays, the Deputy Surgeon General, is present. I 
know from having met him in Japan last spring that we are extraordinarily 
fortunate in having him here. We are very happy to have General Hays bring 
greetings from the Surgeon General’s Office and open this meeting formally. 

GENERAL Hays: It is a great pleasure for me to extend the greetings of the 
Surgeon General to this gathering as you begin your Eighth Annual Session. I 
share your special interest in this great library, and am constantly concerned 
with planning for its future, which promises to be as bright as its distinguished 
past. 

It seems to me that libraries serve as a sort of collective memory; it is their 
important function to so organize the literature as to insure that what has been 
learned will not be forgotten, and that, indeed, what has been learned may be 
put to use as quickly and expeditiously as possible. Without our great libraries, 
our remarkable progress in scientific fields would soon grind to a stop, and the 
well-being of our society would receive a heavy blow. 

To be sure, this Library is but a link in the chain; its services are ancillary to 
the efforts being made in the laboratories, in the clinics, in the hospitals, and on 
the battlefield. But it is a very necessary link, and any deficiencies in our library 
service must ultimately and inevitably be reflected in a lowering of the high 
standards of medical service of which our profession is so justly proud. 

Now, for the Library to fulfill its mission adequately is no simple task. Trying 
to bring order out of the huge outpouring of medical literature with which we 
are deluged is a problem of considerable magnitude. I think that librarians must 
often be appalled as they consider ways and means for dealing with the situa- 
tion. This must be especially true in times of great intellectual ferment such as 
our present time. Our scientists, and perhaps particularly our medical scientists, 
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are rapidly extending our knowledge on all fronts. This brings in its wake, for 
the librarian, bewildering changes in terminology, in basic conceptual patterns, 
and consequently in the basic tools of his trade. New techniques of communica- 
tion come into prominence, and must be explored for whatever they may offer in 
closing the lag between the printed word and the user of the printed word. 
Couple these matters with the staggering volume of the material to be coped 
with and you have, as I have said, the makings of a most formidable problem. 

In the face of such a problem, I sometimes wonder that our librarians do not 
succumb to a counsel of despair. The users of libraries are constantly critical of 
the services offered, and properly so; sometimes the librarian must be tempted 
to throw in the sponge. “Let them write, let them print, and then let them stack 
it in bins,” he might cry; fortunately for the world, librarians are usually of 
hardier stock, with a sort of inborn tenacity and determination not to be over- 
whelmed by the sheer weight of papers which flood in upon them. 

Certainly the Army Medical Library has made a large and generally success- 
ful attempt to face up to the problems of organizing the literature of medicine. 
This Library has traditionally been a leader in the world of medical bibliography; 
the echoes of its great past are all around us here today. What is more to the 
point, perhaps, and certainly of greater satisfaction to me, is that the Library 
continues its healthy growth; it is constantly seeking new and better ways of 
discharging its traditional functions. That some improved methods, at least, 
are being found is nowhere in better evidence than in the Current List of Medical 
Literature, for example, which I believe is a striking instance of the vitality of 
this institution and of the important role it plays in the advance of the medical 
sciences. 

While the problems I have mentioned are of central importance, there have 
been, for this Library, over a period of years problems of another kind. I refer 
to the problem of obtaining new and adequate housing for these irreplaceable 
collections, and the consequent, and perhaps more important, question of the. 
place of this Library in the Governmental structure, which the struggle for a 
new building has brought to a focus. I believe that all of you are aware of the 
difficulties in this area. As I understand that Dr. Ravdin will speak to this point 
in the session this afternoon, I will not indulge in needless elaboration of the 
subject here. 

I should like to say only, in outline, that the problem has seemed to resolve 
itself into whether or not this Library should remain under military jurisdiction, 
or whether it should be transferred to some civilian agency of the Government. 
The Surgeon General has strongly supported the first alternative, and it is 
possible to say at this time that his position seems to have prevailed. It also 
seems probable that in maintaining the stewardship of the Library within the 
Department of Defense, the organizational structure of the Library will have 
to be modified and broadened, to make it an Armed Forces Medical Library, 
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with participation by the other Armed Services as well as by the Army. I be- 
lieve that such an arrangement would strengthen the over-all position of the 
Library, and help it to attain some of the goals which otherwise have seemed 
impoSsible of attainment. Some provisions of the proposed charter for the newly 
constituted Library are perhaps not ideal in the ultimate sense, but I am con- 
vinced that the proposed solution is along the right lines and that over-all 
benefits will result to the Library. 

The change in status of the Library to an Armed Forces Medical Library, if 
it is made, may well have some secondary implications. These may extend to 
the structure of the Association of Honorary Consultants, which came into 
being, as it were, at the instance of only one of the three Services. It is to be 
hoped that ways can be found for continuing the efforts of this distinguished 
group of friends of the Library on some basis consonant with the change in the 
Library organization. 

It is a pleasure to be with you today, and I look forward with you to the 
remainder of the interesting program which has been prepared for us. 

Dr. Davison: Next on the program are the presidential remarks. I should 
like to emphasize only one or two points, because we have a long program. 

First, this is our eighth meeting and it is the 115th anniversary of the founding 
of the Army Medical Library. General Hays has hinted that the Army Medical 
Library may become the Armed Forces Medical Library. I am sure that Dr. 
Ravdin will go into some detail on this matter this afternoon, and there will be 
opportunity for discussion following his talk. 

One of the main purposes, as I see it, is to get a new building; by enlisting the 
support of the Navy and the Air Force, I feel sure that we will be in a stronger 
position. We have been trying for years, as you know, to get a new building; 
that has been perhaps the most essential thing before the Association of Honor- 
ary Consultants. 

As a result of this change, this may be the last meeting of the Association of 
Honorary Consultants. I am sure that the interest of everybody concerned will 
be continued, as General Hays has intimated, in some form or other, and the 
organization salvaged in some way. 

My remarks may be something like Mark Anthony’s at Caesar’s funeral, 
“The evil that men do lives after them, the good is oft interred with their 
bones.” I don’t think we have done much evil; so I don’t think that will live 
after us, and of the good and the accomplishments which have taken place over 
the last seven or seven and a half years Colonel Jones will speak later on the 
program. 

I want to emphasize only one thing and that is that this building is a fire trap 
and it is a sieve. Colonel Rogers can tell you that every time there is a rainstorm 
his people are running around with buckets trying to keep the water off the 
books. It took John Billings from 1865 to 1887 to get the Library moved from 
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the Ford Theater into this building, which I am perfectly sure was then regarded 
as the acme of government luxury and extravagance. It was a beautiful building 
and was convenient to the station; but at the present time it is one of the 
greatest fire hazards in this country as well as being a sieve and rainspout for 
every rainstorm. 

This Army Medical Library is the only place that profited from the drought 
we have had. The farmers have been complaining about it, but Colonel Rogers 
was happy because the place has been dry during the summer. 

Now I don’t know for sure, but I am confident that the main purpose of our 
being appointed as Honorary Consultants in 1944 was to get behind the drive 
for a new building. I am sure that although this may be the last meeting of the 
Association, as such, our interest in getting a new building will continue; that 
is the thing I should like to emphasize, and I hope that all of us will work toward 
that end. 


MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 


Dr. Davison: Next on the program are the minutes of the previous meeting. 
I believe all of you have had copies of them by this time, so unless I hear some 
comment to the contrary I shall assume that they are correct as printed and 
distributed. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


Dr. Davison: The next order of business is the Treasurer’s Report. Since 
Dr. Robert M. Stecher is abroad, Mr. Thomas E. Keys will present the report 


at this time. 
Mr. Keys: (Reading) 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


November 1, 1950-October 31, 1951 
(As of Aug. 23) 


Bank Balance—Nov. 1, 1950 $1,364.78 


Disbursements 


Printing 

(13 numbers of AML News) 
Annual Meeting (1950) 
Office Expense 

(Stationery, postage, clerical) 
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Receipts 
Miscellaneous $ 295.75 


1,745.75 


$2,390.61 
Check Book Balance—Aug. 23, 1951 $2,390.61 


Dr. Morris FISHBEIN: Would it be in order to move that the Executive 
Committee be empowered to turn over any excess funds to any future successor 
organization? 

Dr. Davison: It would. 

[The motion was duly seconded and carried.] 


RESOLUTIONS ON DEATHS OF HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Dr. Davison: During the past year three members of the Association passed 
away: Major General Robert U. Patterson, Mr. Charles L. Frankenberger, and 
Dr. Herman L. Kretschmer. Colonel Jones will present resolutions on their 
deaths. I should like to introduce Colonel Jones at this time, the greatest 
Director of the Library since Billings. 

CoLoNEL Haroip W. Jones: (Reading) 


Resolutions upon the Deaths of Members of the Association of Honorary Consult- 
ants to the Army Medical Library 


Robert Urie Patterson 


BE IT RESOLVED: That the Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library, at its Eighth Annual Meeting in Washington, D. C., 
October 26, 1951, expresses its sincere and heartfelt regret at the untimely loss 
of one of its most distinguished and accomplished members, Robert Urie Patter- 
son, Major General, United States Army, Retired, who died shortly after the 
close of the Seventh Annual Meeting in 1950. 

General Patterson was born in Canada on June 16, 1877, and died at the 
Walter Reed Hospital, Washington, D. C., December 6, 1950, in his 74th year. 
He was a graduate in medicine of McGill University in 1898 and entered the 
Army Medical School three years later, graduating with high honors. Almost at 
once he was sent to the Philippine Islands, then in a state of insurrection. While 
there he earned a Silver Star citation for bravery under fire, and to that later 
was added a second star, the oak leaf cluster. He graduated also from the 
Medical Field Service School in 1912 and from the Army War College in 1921. 
In 1932 he was given the degree of LL.D. from his alma mater. During World 
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War I General Patterson went overseas with a base hospital, the Harvard Unit, 
and this unit was the first overseas hospital to come under fire and to suffer 
battle losses. During his long service with the Medical Department, General 
Patterson held many important assignments and was Medical Corps representa- 
tive with the American Red Cross in Washington for a number of years. He 
served also in Italy and in the Hawaiian Islands. From the United States 
Government he received the Distinguished Service Medal and wore also several 
decorations from foreign governments. 

In 1931 General Patterson was serving in Hawaii, as Chief of the Medical 
Department there, when he was summoned to Washington to be made Surgeon 
General with the rank of Major General. He served in that office for four years, 
retiring at his own request. On his retirement he was appointed Dean of the 
Medical School of the University of Oklahoma. Several years later he relin- 
quished this position to accept a similar appointment at a medical college in 
Baltimore. Eventually ill health forced him to retire from active work. General 
Patterson was twice married, his second wife surviving him. He left several 
children. 

Such is the brief account of his life in which are mentioned the more important 
services he rendered to his Corps and Nation. To this it is fitting to add his 
personal attributes. “Bob” Patterson, as he was called by his friends and 
intimates who were legion, was an extraordinarily genial person of singular 
charm of manner. If you knew him at all well you could not help loving him for 
he was a gay and merry spirit, and his fresh complexion, piercing blue eyes, 
handsome face, together with a dignified manner, compelled admiration. He 
spoke his mind on occasion and made use of no evasions when the issue was 
clear. His keen interest in the Army Medical Library and in the meetings of the 
Association was far from academic and he attended almost every Annual Meet- 
ing even when his health was failing. Most of us will recall the able advice he 
gave us on those occasions when he took the floor. General Patterson was a 
staunch proponent of plans for a new Army Medical Library and he never 
ceased to support the project. As an early and lifelong friend of one for whom 
I had the deepest affection I regard it as a great privilege to present this sketch 
of his life and to bid him a last sad farewell. é 

BE IT RESOLVED ALSO: That the Association direct that this tribute to 
General Patterson be made a part of the permanent record of the Proceedings 
of the Association and that the Secretary be requested to extend the sympathy 
of this body to Mrs. Patterson, together with a copy of these resolutions. 


Charles L. Frankenberger 


BE IT RESOLVED: That the Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library hereby expresses its sincere and heartfelt regret at this, 
its Eighth Annual Meeting in Washington, D. C., October 26, 1951, at the loss 
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of one of its distinguished and accomplished members, Mr. Charles L. Franken- 
berger, who died at his home in Brooklyn, New York, on September 16, 1951. 
Mr. Frankenberger was born in Newport, Kentucky, February 1, 1884, and 
was educated at Temple University, in Philadelphia. Early in his career he 
adopted the profession of library science and became successively Assistant 
Librarian at the College of Physicians and Surgeons in Philadelphia; Librarian 
of Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia; and for thirty years he was Librar- 
ian of the Medical Library of the County of Kings, Brooklyn. He was for twenty 
years Consulting Librarian and Lecturer at the Long Island College of Medi- 
cine. In 1946 he retired from the post of of Librarian in Brooklyn, because of ill 
health, and was elected Consulting Librarian at the Library of the County of 
Kings, which position he held at the time of his death. Mr. Frankenberger was 
a member of many associations and was President of the Medical Library 
Association in 1934-35. He was the author of many articles on library matters. 
For many years he was an Elder of the Presbyterian Church. In 1915 he was 
married to Hester Hillsley, who survives him. He had no children. 

Those who knew Charles Frankenberger will remember him as a modest, 
kindly, and helpful man and a true and loyal friend. He took his membership 
in the Association seriously and attended several meetings at a great sacrifice 
to his health. He was a generous contributor to the Association, a wise counselor, 
and one who held the respect of all who knew him. His loss will be felt keenly. 

BE IT RESOLVED ALSO: That the Association direct this tribute to the 


memory of Mr. Frankenberger be made a part of the permanent record of the 
Proceedings of this meeting and that the Secretary be requested to offer sym- 
pathy and condolence to Mrs. Frankenberger, together with a copy of these 
resolutions. 


Herman Louis Kretschmer 


BE IT RESOLVED: That the Association of Honorary Consultants to the 
Army Medical Library, at its Eighth Annual Meeting in Washington, D. C., 
October 26, 1951, hereby expresses its sincere regret at the loss of Herman L, 
Kretschmer who died suddenly of a heart attack but a month ago, on Septem- 
ber 23, 1951. Dr. Kretschmer was born in Chicago on April 22, 1879, the son of 
German immigrants who came to that city in 1867. He received his M.D. from 
Northwestern University Medical School in 1904, having first graduated in 
Pharmacy in 1900. From the time he received his medical degree he began a 
career of great distinction which led to his becoming, in 1943, the President of 
the American Medical Association. 

From the very first Dr. Kretschmer devoted himself to urology, becoming 
urologist to the Presbyterian Hospital in Chicago. His connections with various 
medical societies and boards were so numerous as to preclude the inclusion of a 
full list here. He was successively President of the Chicago Medical Society, 
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President of the American Urological Association, President of the Association 
of Genito-Urinary Surgeons, and President of the American Board of Urology, 
to mention a few. At his death he was Professor of Surgery at Illinois University 
Medical School. Dr. Kretschmer was credited largely with bringing urology into 
the fold of the surgical specialties. He was author of more than 300 medical 
papers, and for his brilliant professional accomplishments Northwestern Uni- 
versity conferred upon him, in 1946, the honorary degree of Doctor of Science. 
ln 1947 he was awarded the decoration of the French Legion of Honor for his 
part in the erection of a memorial, in Chicago, to Louis Pasteur. In 1946, his 
first wife having died some years before, he married Marion Ellen Hicks who 
survives him. He left one son. 

Dr. Kretschmer was an extremely busy man and enjoyed a large practice. 
Nevertheless, he found time to take an active interest in civic and national 
affairs. He fought against compulsory health insurance and federal spending. 
He could seldom attend a meeting of the Association, but contributed aid and 
valued membership. He was one of our most brilliant and distinguished mem- 
bers, and his loss is a real one. 

BE IT RESOLVED ALSO: That the Association direct that this tribute to 
Dr. Kretschmer’s memory be made a part of the permanent record of the 
Association’s Proceedings, and that the Secretary be requested to offer the 
sympathy and condolence of the Association to Mrs. Kretschmer and the 
bereaved family, together with a copy of these resolutions. 

Dr. Davison: What is your pleasure with regard to these three resolutions? 
[A motion was made and seconded from the floor. The motion was passed.] 

Dr. Davison: There was one thing I neglected to mention and that was the 
report of the Nominating Committee. Dr. Albert C. Furstenberg, the Chairman, 
could not be here, but the Nominating Committee has recommended Dr. 
Michael E. DeBakey, Professor of Surgery at Baylor University College of 
Medicine, as a member of the Executive Committee. Are there any nominations 
from the floor? 

. [A motion was made, seconded, and passed that the nominations be closed. 
A unanimous ballot was then cast for Dr. DeBakey.] 

Dr. Davison: Colonel Jones will now give us the history of what we were 

and what we hoped to be. 


SOME NOTES ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


COLONEL Jones: In the past, some mention has been made occasionally con- 
cerning the origin of that muscular organ, the Association of Honorary Consult- 
ants to the Army Medical Library. We are all familar, anatomically, with its 
arterial and nervous supply, its various insertions, and its manifold and useful 
functions; but its actual origin from the egg, so to speak, and what inspired its 
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formation, has not been told in itsentirety. Since an invitation has been extended 
to me by our distinguished President, I shall disinter a bit of ancient history as 
memory permits. 

You doubtless recall that as far back as during the term of the lamented 
Robert U. Patterson in the office of Surgeon General there was on file a small 
list of able and distinguished persons, most of them medical men in civil life, 
who had been asked to act as advisers in library matters for what was then 
often called the Surgeon General’s Library. One of these, and perhaps the 
most accessible, was Dr. Herbert Putnam, Librarian of Congress. Early in my 
career as Librarian, General Reynolds and I called upon Dr. Putnam to discuss 
the prospects for a new building and also library policies. 

We hoped to discover, too, if Dr. Putnam cherished any acquisitive designs 
upon the Army Medical Library, since it had been openly and somewhat braz- 
enly advocated in some quarters that the Library of Congress should take over 
the Army institution, bag and baggage. It is not the place here to relate our 
conversation in detail, but I feel bound to say that Dr. Putnam turned out to 
be more of a lamb than a lion and proposed not to devour us. Since that day 
neither of his successors has indicated anything but helpful cooperation, and the 
ghost of consolidation seems forever laid, although the spectre of expansion 
arises. To my knowledge, and certainly during my incumbency, no other per- 
son on the original list was ever called upon, in person or by mail, to give us 
advice, up to the origin of this organization of Consultants. In my opinion, the 
real origin of the Consultants dates from the year 1936. It was in that year that 
Major Edgar E. Hume (now Major General Hume) suggested that the Army 
Medical Library celebrate its one-hundredth anniversary. Inasmuch as Major 
Hume left the Library in the early summer of 1936, it devolved upon me to 
carry out the scheme and to make the necessary plans, in consultation with 
General Reynolds who was then Surgeon General. We sent invitations to a good 
part of the civilized world asking for participation, and on November 16, 1936, 
our grand celebration was held in this very room. You can read about it in the 
bound book of our proceedings of the event, which more than 500 distinguished 
persons attended, some of them present here. At the time, it seemed to us that 
to make our party a howling success we ought to have as our guest of honor 
an orator of pretensions. He must be an English speaking person and an inter- 
national figure in the domain of medical history and medical teaching. After 
some little cogitation, I narrowed the list to two persons and eventually recom- 
mended to the Surgeon General that we invite Sir Humphry Davy Rolleston, 
a Baronet and Professor of Physic at the University of Cambridge, to deliver 
the oration. After he had accepted and booked passage on the Queen Mary, 
there was some doubt as to where the passage money was to come from, since 
we assumed Sir Humphry would not be overly pleased to pay his own way. 
However, General Reynolds persuaded the Secretary of War to find us the 
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money, which was quite a feat, since public funds were not as easily come by in 
those somewhat parsimonious times. Much to my surprise, our honored guest 
was overcome by what he termed our generosity, being almost moved to tears, 
guileless soul that he was, that we should bestow upon him a great honor and 
then pay for him to come and get it! What really troubled us most was that we 
could give him neither a decoration nor an honorary degree. To overcome this 
omission, so usual at institutions of learning, we had a beautifully illuminated 
manuscript lettered by an expert on real parchment, reciting Sir Humphry’s 
manifold accomplishments and scholarship. 

Some were for giving it to him in Latin and even going outside for assistance 
to a neighboring university, but I felt bound to veto that for if we could not 
advance beyond Omnibus ad quos haec literae pervenit, Salutem (with which all 
diplomas in Latin are supposed to begin), then it behooved us to stick to English. 
In composing the rhetoric which was to greet Sir Humphry, I confess without 
shame that I copied President Eliot’s style in awarding honorary degrees at 
Harvard, a style which never has been improved upon. At all events, our guest 
got a fine testimonial from General Reynolds’ hand that day and his widow 
wrote me, after his death, that the title bestowed upon him of Honorary Con- 
sultant for Life to the Army Medical Library was one of his proudest posses- 
sions. 

So there you have the seed (I believe I said egg before) from which the Asso- 
ciation started. I am anticipating a little, for we did not attempt at the time to 
appoint any other consultants, Sir Humphry Rolleston remaining alone in the 
field. Let me say at this point that we should give due credit to Dr. Atherton 
Seidell for an important réle, for he it was who first suggested organizing the 
Friends of the Army Medical Library after the manner of similar associations 
existing at a number of universities. This was in the year 1939, if I am not mis- 
taken, and the idea appealed to me as having great possibilities, for we certainly 
needed friends at the time. A great many persons were invited to become Friends 
and the letters of invitation stressed the fact that there was no dues and that we 
were not asking primarily for money. The Association of Friends was a loosely, 
knit organization and some people did not even remember they had joined, a 
practice not now recommended, in view of the investigations going on in the 
halls of Congress. Later a number of them contributed funds, especially for 
supporting the Current List, which had no money and was largely given away. 
The Friends also gave the portrait of me which now hangs in the Library; this 
was prompted by my supporting the microfilming program. 

After a time, Sir Humphry’s appointment and the existence of the Society of 
Friends convinced me that we should have a group of distinguished persons, 
mostly medical men, who would be willing to help us attain our goal which was, 
of course, a new building. I did not believe that we would ever see this building 
without outside help, for that was the only way Dr. Billings succeeded in get- 
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ting the present structure nearly seventy years ago. Even then the War Depart- 
ment made him share it with another departmental bureau. 

My first thought had been the formation of a moderate sized group of 
physicians, perhaps 25, who would be chosen and asked to serve as Consultants 
because of their all-around accomplishments in professional fields, coupled with 
an interest in medical history. We sought especially men who wrote on various 
aspects of medicine and who kept abreast of what was being published. In other 
words, we wanted as Consultants those who believed in the value of up-to-date 
medical libraries and who used them. 

As the war came upon us, it was necessary to augment the staff of the Library, 
and in 1942 plans for expansion were going on apace. It was early in that year 
that we acquired space in the Cleveland [Allen Memorial] Medical Library, 
' signing an eight-year lease. Lieutenant Thomas E. Keys came in June 1942 and 
it was found advisable to send him to Cleveland almost at once. In October of 
that year he was ordered to Cleveland for permanent duty, and it was about 
that time that we both began thinking of the formation of our present organiza- 
tion. Again, according to my recollection, it was early in 1943 that we sent to 
the Surgeon General for approval our first batch of nominations for Honorary 
Consultants. The names had been screened from a list of some 200 individuals. 
Some of those invited by the Surgeon General were known only by reputation, 
and in many instances I had to consult biographies, specialty boards, society 
memberships, and so on. We felt that we should invite all past Surgeons General, 
as well as all past Librarians of the Army Medical Library, to become Consult- 
ants. It was soon evident that a membership of at least 60 would be necessary. 
I finally decided, arbitrarily, on the number 100 as the limit, since anything like 
a society of 40 immortals would be too choosy and would not work. By the 
time we had our first meeting to organize the membership, there was a respect- 
able number with which to begin business. I have always believed that our 
original thought to have the membership largely East of the Mississippi and 
along the Atlantic seaboard was a sound concept, bearing in mind adequate 
attendance at meetings. During my term the membership was always kept 
below 100 so that it was never necessary to wait for 4 vacancy. It was elastic 
enough to enable us to get all the good material we wanted and still keep the 
organization of such a number and constitution that it became what was 
soon evident—an association to which an invitation to join is really a high 
honor. The diploma which you all possess sets forth the qualifications for mem- 
bership in much the same language as is used in the commissions given to those 
in the Armed Services. In your diploma it is stated that you are an “Honorary 
Consultant,” that is, you are expected to serve without pay. This was necessary 
since ordinarily you cannot accept any duty with the Army or Navy without 
compensation. You are not even dollar-a-year men but are willing to give your 
time and labor for nothing. Regarding the membership during the first years, 
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I can assume a large responsibility, with Tom Keys, for those who were invited 
to become Honorary Consultants during General Magee’s and General Kirk’s 
terms of office. Occasionally, I was asked to include the name of a person of 
whom I had doubts on grounds of his probable usefulness but I never rejected 
any name for personal reasons. If the Surgeon General wanted a man as a Con- 
sultant, it was his privilege to have him. 

On the other hand, there were occasional instances in which the Surgeon 
General eliminated a name from my list, where the reason for rejection seemed 
invalid. Here I stood by my guns and in the end I can recall but one instance 
in which it was necessary to withdraw a nomination. I must confess that I 
sometimes overlooked for membership medical men of the highest usefulness, 
but I was not infallible and as a rule my loyal advisers kept me from making 
many serious mistakes, either of commission or omission. 

The rest of our history: you well know—how we had our first annual meeting 
in Cleveland in 1945, this having been preceded by our meeting for organization 
in Washington. The Cleveland meeting was a great success and I shudder even 
now at the cost of the printed menu, but Major Keys was never one to do things 
by halves. 

We became incorporated in 1947 and were going stronger than ever, since 
some of the younger men had taken over. That is as it should be, for change is 
of the essence of progress. Likewise our early timidity about limiting the Asso- 
ciation almost entirely to men has pretty well gone overboard. 

I have one more point to emphasize, although I have alluded to it before in 
my talk. What was really the big idea behind creating an organized body of 
Consultants? What was to be our field of usefulness and what our goal? Now I 
must confess that at one time I was ignorant enough and conceited enough to 
believe that I could run the Library without much advice from anyone. The 
Survey cured me of that, and the remark of one of the surveyors, not intended 
for my ears (that I would be a rather good director if I had had any library train- 
ing) made quite an impression on me. Yet withal, I still clung to my earliest 
thought, that the most important function of the Consultants would be to put 
pressure on the War Department and on the Congress to get a new building. 
However, if you read our Articles of Incorporation you will see that the Asso- 
ciation is forbidden to use its funds, property, or income to influence legislation 
or to carry on propaganda. As time went on the value of the Association as set 
forth in paragraph 1 of the Constitution became better and better demonstra- 
ted and its true purpose more and more clearly revealed. Finally, I firmly be- 
lieve that if we do acquire a new building we shall have deserved it. Success, if 
it comes at long last, will be a crowning achievement due in great part to the 
interest, advice, and counsel of this splendid body of unselfish leaders in medi- 
cine, science, and library service. 

Dr. Davison: I know that all of us are grateful to Colonel Jones for the inter- 
esting history and background on the Honorary Consultants. 





EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 107 


The next item on the program is a paper by Dr. Sanford V. Larkey, Director 
of the Johns Hopkins Welch Medical Library. Dr. Larkey will speak on the 
problems of indexing. 


SOME APPROACHES TO THE PROBLEM OF INDEXING 


Dr. Larxey: I do not intend at this time to give a formal report on the 
Research Project at the Welch Medical Library, but will rather speak of certain 
aspects of indexing which particularly need thought and discussion by all of us. 
The Research Project is studying most of these aspects and I will illustrate some 
of the points with findings from our work. There are certain approaches to this 
whole problem of indexing that must be considered by all concerned, and some 
decisions made if we are to have any solutions, either immediate or long-range. 

For an understanding of the approach to the immediate problem we must 
look first at the present situation in the indexing and abstracting services in 
medicine. We have first the indexes. The word “index” has a number of mean- 
ings, but by the term index in this specific sense, we mean a publication which 
simply indexes or lists by title only, articles appearing in a great number of 
different journals. There is usually an author and subject approach. 

Of our present medical indexes, one, the Index-Catalogue, will end with the 
publication of the next volume, Volume XI. You are all familiar with the rea- 
sons which led to the decision to discontinue this publication, but it must be 
emphasized that it has been and will continue to be one of the foundation 
stones of medical bibliography. Future solutions of our problem must take this 
fact into account. 

At present we have two current medical indexes, the Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus, published by the American Medical Association, and the 
Current List of Medical Literature, published by the Army Medical Library. The 
QCIM has for a number of years had serious production difficulties, with result- 
ing delays in publication and the abandonment, at least for the time being, of 
its two principal features, being quarterly and being cumulative. It is making 
strenuous efforts to catch up and has adopted photo-offset printing. 

The Current List has very wisely been on an experimental basis, and most of 
us feel that it is constantly improving. It has the greatest coverage of medical 
journals of any of the services and certainly is the most current. The very 
fact, though, that some of the methods of indexing have changed from year to 
year without explanation has tended to confuse the users. 

When we turn to the abstracting services in medicine we find a great activity 
here with a large number of abstract journals, but with little or no coordination 
between them. There is a tremendous amount of overlapping and duplication of 
effort. One often finds three or four abstract journals devoted to the literature 
of a single field of medicine, as for example, obstetrics and gynecology. Then, 
as I pointed out last year, there are, in addition to the abstract journals, ab- 
stracts being published in non-abstract journals. About 40 per cent of all the 
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journals indexed in the Current List carry abstracts as a regular feature. The 
outstanding example in this class is, of course, the Medical Literature Abstracts 
section of the J.A.M.A., in which the contents of some fifty journals are listed 
every week, with abstracts of certain important articles. It is probably the 
service most widely used by medical men. Yet, in spite of this, it has never 
been given much attention by those groups, such as UNESCO, that have been 
studying the problems of abstracting and indexing in the medical field. Perhaps 
this is because it is quite selective, and the focus has been more on the com- 
prehensive services, those that have abstracts of all of the important articles 
in a fairly large number of journals. 

Before World War II, medical science relied largely on German abstract 
journals for this kind of comprehensive coverage. Most of these journals were 
published by the Springer Verlag. This firm is now publishing some ten abstract 
journals, in German, covering many of the pre-clinical and clinical fields of 
medicine. : 

Since the war another comprehensive abstract service has arisen, Excerpta 
Medica—really the first attempt to have one abstract journal for all medical 
sciences, including the pre-clinical subjects. It is divided into fifteen separate 
sections, each covering certain aspects of the field of medicine ranging from 
anatomy to the clinical specialties. There is some duplication of abstracts in the 
various sections. The sections appear monthly with author indexes, and with 
annual author and subject indexes for each section. There is, as yet, no combined 
index for all fifteen sections. Excerpta Medica in 1950 published 58,865 abstracts, 
including the duplication mentioned above. It should be noted that, although 
published in the Netherlands, the abstracts are in English, and the titles are 
given in the original language with English translations when necessary. 

In addition, there is a large number of special abstract journals, covering 
small fields in medicine and public health, particularly the clinical specialties 
of medicine. Most of these are fairly selective in their coverage. I will not take 
time to list or describe these but will only point out that taken altogether they 
represent a tremendous effort in compilation and publishing. Then beyond all 
of these strictly medical abstract journals, we find that medical scientists have 
to consult abstract journals covering a wider field of the basic sciences ancillary 
to medicine, such as Chemical Abstracts and Biological Abstracts. 

What we have now in the use of indexes and abstracts is pretty much a state 
of confusion, particularly for the medical user. I believe that librarians are 
probably more aware of the possible pathways through the bibliographical 
maze. The medical man had formerly relied largely on QCIM as the basic tool 
for searches, and when it failed him by being so late, he was rather lost. Many 
of them have not learned to use the Current List and the other new services. 
Courses for students are helpful, but these generally do not reach faculty and 
research workers, the group that probably most needs information. We should 
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have fairly detailed prefaces to indexes describing principles and techniques 
involved, and we should also have more study and discussions of these prob- 
lems. 

What we should think about right now is what is needed or desired in medi- 
cine, and particularly in medical research, today. Do we want indexes and 
abstracts covering those journals we generally have at hand in our own libraries 
so that we can keep up with the articles in those journals, or do we want cover- 
age of all or a large part of the entire medical literature of the world? 

This brings up the old question of comprehensiveness versus selectivity. 
In our interviews we have found that most users wanted as great a coverage as 
possible, but very few realized what this meant in number of journals. We are 
now beginning to accumulate information on the total serial medical literature 
of the world. The compilation of a list of serials on‘ IBM cards has progressed to 
the point where there is now information on punched cards covering 6217 
titles. The 6217 titles represent primarily the holdings of the Army Medical 
Library, with some additions from the Welch Library and the A.M.A. Library 
(covered by QCIM). So, as can be realized, this is still far from the total number 
of medical serials in the world, and we are now proceeding to gather information 
on the remaining journals. These figures already show, though, ihe fantastic 
increase in the past seventy years, since 1880, when Billings estimated that there 
were in the world 864 medical journals, carrying some 20,000 articles “worth 
noting for the Index Medicus.” 

I will not discuss any solutions of this problem at its source—those respon- 
sible for publishing this mass of so-called literature—except to point out that 
the scientific organizations and societies are largely responsible. Of some 800 
journals received in the Welch Library, about 75 per cent of them are spon- 
sored by some society. 

Now to say something of the coverage of periodicals by indexing and abstract- 
ing services. Of our list on punched cards, 4695 titles can be classed strictly as 
periodicals. This figure excludes hospital reports, certain government documents, 
and certain strictly indexing and abstracting journals. 

Our analyses include figures for the following: Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus, Current List of Medical Literature, Excerpta Medica, Biological Ab- 
stracts, and Chemical Abstracts. It should be emphasized that these figures are 
in relation only to those journals on this list of 4695. For QCIM and Current 
List they represent fairly closely the total coverage of these services as of the 
date the information on them was compiled. 

The coverage of the above five services of the total number of 4695 journals 
is as follows: 
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Biological Abstracts 
Chemical Abstracts 


320 journals are covered by all five, but 2423 are not covered by any of them. 

These figures emphasize the great areas of the world’s medical literature 
which are not being covered, but they also indicate to some degree the amount 
of overlapping. Since these figures are for coverage of journals rather than of 
articles, and since many services select within journals, the proportion of articles 
not covered is actually considerably greater than the figures indicate; but, on 
the other hand, the degree of overlapping is somewhat less. There are those who 
feel that some overlap is desirable, since they believe there should be empha- 
sis from the point of view of the special worker. Thus, Chemical Abstracts says 
that it emphasizes the chemical aspects of an article and that, therefore, its 
abstract of a certain article would be different from an abstract of the same 
article in a strictly medical journal. In spite of this slant, though, medical re- 
searchers feel they have to use Chemical Abstracts. 

When we take into account all the indexing and abstracting activity, it must 
be admitted that there is certainly a great deal of wasted effort. Many articles 
are indexed or abstracted five or six times, but over one-half are not indexed 
or abstracted at all. We must find out if the omissions are vital. One of the 
primary purposes of our file of journals on IBM cards is eventually to be able 
to make some evaluation of medical journals. 

Assuming that there will have to be some selectivity even in a fairly compre- 
hensive coverage of this great mass of literature, it is important that we work 
out the basis of selectivity. One basis could be cooperative selectivity among the 
various abstracting services, along certain definite lines. These lines could be 
by subject field, or by language, or by country. There is some danger in any of 
these approaches, since they would tend to emphasize the already unfortunate 
trends to nationalism or insularity and to over-specialization. Medicine is 
spreading out into so many related fields that it is becoming almost impossible 
to compartmentalize. 

There have been rather futile efforts at coordination along these lines in the 
past few years. You know of the work of the UNESCO Coordinating Committee 
on Medical and Biological Abstracting and Indexing. Its list of journals, 
Periodica Medica Mundi, is due for publication in the near future.' This should 
be extremely useful and might give an impetus to cooperation. It is hoped that 
our list of journals on IBM cards can be eventually coordinated with the 
UNESCO list. 

Another approach to the problem that should be considered is that of the 
relation between indexes and abstracts. We must know just what is wanted 
and expected from each of these and how they can serve best the needs of 


1 This list has now appeared. [Ed.] 
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medical research. This must be determined before we make any plans for co- 
ordination. Currency and frequency are important features of current indexes. 
This was true in the past for QCIM and is particularly true now for the Cur- 
rent List, appearing as it does monthly and, due to its method of compilation, 
presenting to the reader the references to articles in journals very soon after 
they have been received in the Army Medical Library. After an article is 
published, reference to it appears in the Current List much sooner than an 
abstract of it can be prepared and published. There is, of course, a much longer 
period of time before the annual subject index of the abstract journal. Currency 
is probably a very valuable feature, but before saying just how important it 
is we must take into account what is sacrificed to achieve it. It is a factor that 
would affect any coordination between indexing and abstracting services. It 
would seem that such coordination would probably be impossible without 
current subject indexes to abstract journals. 

Another important matter to be decided is that of the depth of indexing, 
that is, how detailed should indexing be. This is a question that applies both 
to indexes in our strict sense, such as the Current List, and to subject indexes 
to abstract journals. We now have two almost opposite approaches. At one end 
we have the principle of indexing an article as a whole, in which we look at the 
article as almost a single concept. The ultimate extreme of this method is 
represented by the Jndex-Catalogue, where there is generally only one subject 
entry per article. This means that the subject heading with its modifying sub- 
divisions expresses a concept for just that article and others almost exactly 
similar. Approaches from aspects of the concept other than that indicated by 
the main heading are tied in by see also references. It is not the place here to 
discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this method. QC/M follows an 
intermediate approach of assigning subject entries from a number of aspects 
of the concept of the article. There may also be entries for certain significant 
findings in an article. But because of the direct entry form of reference there is 
a limitation on the number of entries that can be given for any one article. 

The other extreme is found in the subject index to Chemical Abstracts. The 
principle here is to index all or almost all of the important points or facts in 
an article, regardless of the number of subject entries needed. Chemical Ab- 
stracts has used hundreds of entries if that many chemical compounds or pro- 
cedures of importance have been mentioned in an article. 

These different approaches naturally mean differences in techniques of in- 
dexing, in choice of subject headings, and in typographical format. One prin- 
cipal point of difference is the method of bibliographical reference. QC7M 
employs the direct entry. Here the complete or almost complete reference to 
title, journal, page, and date are given under all subject entries as well as under 
the first author. This form of reference is, of course, a very useful feature since 
the searcher always gets the full reference no matter where he might look. 
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Limitations of space, however, mean there can only be so many entries per 
article. 

In the subject index of the Current List or of the abstract journals the only 
reference given is back to the place where the title or abstract is given—in 
other words, an indirect approach. Where there are multiple authors there is 
really little to choose between the two methods. QC/M refers from all other 
authors to the first author given, while Current List lists all authors in its index, 
with a number reference back to the full citation in the Register portion. 

The great advantage of the indirect method is that there is much less space 
limitation so that many more subject entries can be made, as in Chemical 
Abstracts. This permits much more detailed indexing, aiding the user in his 
search for specific information. The additional entries also cut down the num- 
ber of see also references needed. In the long run it may be that searches take 
no more time by the indirect approach. We are making studies of these factors 
in our Research Project. It is important that the user of the indexes look at 
these two methods with an open mind. If we want detailed indexing, we prob- 
ably are forced to use the indirect method. Again the question comes back to: 
“What do we want?” We will have to determine if medicine needs the degree 
of detailed indexing required in chemistry. 

All of the above points indicate the difficulties in planning for the most 
adequate and useful index or abstract service for the immediate present, but 
they also emphasize the need for planning for the future. The increasing bulk 
of medical periodical literature and the increasing difficulties in keeping up with 
it seem to indicate that our present methods will not be adequate for long. 
Machine methods may be a solution. There is quite a bit of work being done 
along these lines and some of the machines being developed appear very prom- 
ising. But there must be a lot more work and thinking. 

Again the basic question is: “What do we want?” Other sciences and particu- 
larly chemistry have gone much further than medicine. The American Chemical 
Society has a committee studying the application of machine methods to bib- 
liography. Industry and government are also studying the possibilities of these 
new developments. I feel that medical science should take a similar interest in 
this problem and plan for the future, with a clear realization of the difficulties 
and the cost. I do not believe that we are willing to admit that the needs of 
medicine are any less important because they are not directly related to finan- 
cial returns. 

Dr. Davison: I know that all of us greatly benefited from the description 
by Dr. Larkey of indexing difficulties and of the problems involved. The com- 
plaint Dr. Billings had about the growth of medical literature, as Dr. Larkey 
said, is ludicrous in view of what we have now. 

Dr. Chauncey D. Leake, Chairman of the Surgeon General’s Committee of 
Consultants to Study Medical Indexes, will now speak on the study of indexes 
to medical literature published by the Army Medical Library. 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON INDEXES 


Dr. LEAKE: This is in the form of an informal report to you on the Com- 
mittee of Consultants for the Study of the Indexes to Medical Literature 
Published by the Army Medical Library. 

The overwhelming growth of knowledge of this sort has posed an enormous 
problem for scholars—that is, in its simplest terms, how to find what we know. 
Anything that can help us to find quickly and fully what we know on a subject 
is a useful device so we can be sure that we can continue to progress satis- 
factorily in the accumulation of the knowledge we need for the improvement of 
our existence. As Dr. Larkey has indicated, all major scientific and scholarly 
groups are involved in this important problem. Recognition of the problems is 
of first importance; they have been accumulating, as far as medical literature 
is concerned, for many decades. It finally came to a critical point in connection 
with the Army Medical Library a few years ago when the indexing system began 
to get impossible to carry forward, what with the accumulation of titles, the 
difficulty of practical arrangement in accordance with the plan laid down by 
Dr. Billings, and the excessive costs. 

Colonel Joseph H. McNinch, M. C., then Director of the Army Medical 
Library, had the vision to recommend to the Surgeon General the appointment 
of a Committee to investigate this vital matter. His recommendation was ap- 
proved and a Committee was established, with rather broad responsibilities. 
It was under the Chairmanship of Dr. Lewis H. Weed, and it undertook its 
deliberations in great seriousness and, at Dr. Weed’s insistence, with great 
caution; he urged us to go forward slowly, to make no decisions until we were 
sure of the material or the facts with which we were dealing. That was a wise 
decision. It was valuable to all of us in that it gave us an opportunity to be- 
come fully aware of the scope of the problem and of the difficulties of handling 
it in a practical and sensible way. 

Following upon Dr. Weed’s illness, it was necessary to reconstitute the Com- 
mittee. The Committee has now held eleven meetings here in this building, in 
the Library of Congress, and in the Welch Library in Baltimore. 

It would be impossible for this Committee to function at all without the 
superb work of the Project under Dr. Larkey’s direction. With great wisdom 
and accumulated experience and enthusiasm, the Project has really made 
extraordinary progress. So many of the activities of the Committee are associ- 
ated with the work and results of the Project that it is impossible to summarize 
the activities of the Committee in any way without full reference to the work 
done by those participating in the Project. 

You have heard an excellent report from Dr. Larkey, which indicates some 
of the scope of activity of the Project and indicates some of the results which so 
far have been obtained. Now, there are certain basic questions and problems 
associated with the indexing matter which took a good deal of time on the part 
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of the Committee for consideration. These involve chiefly the problem of scope 
and coverage—that is, scope of material to be indexed for medical purposes 
and then the extent to which this material would be appropriately covered. 
An example of this might be noted in connection with such general scientific 
publications as Nature or Science, each issue of which usually contains one or 
more articles on some important current development in modern medicine. 
Should these periodicals be indexed in their entirety, or should selection be 
made from them of articles that have medical interest or possible medical 
interest? What is going to be the chief criterion by which the value of an article 
to medicine is to be judged? 

Who would have thought that an obscure publication in a relatively minor 
journal dealing with factors involved in inheritance of sweet peas might one 
day be the basis of a great scientific development associated most importantly 
with medicine? Who would have included that original publication of Mendel 
in a medical index at the time the publication was made? Probably failure to 
do so is one of the reasons why that work was so long neglected. 

The problem of comprehensiveness in a medical index is of utmost impor- 
tance. It is difficult ever to determine, it would seem, what progress in any field 
of science might at some time or other be applied to medicine. Obviously, it is 
impossible to attempt to index or have available for ready reference all of the 
contributions that occur in science. We have obviously, as has already been 
indicated, far too big a practical job relating to medicine to cope with success- 
fully. It is already beyond the capacity of the methods that have hitherto 
been used. Whether or not mechanical or electronic devices can assist in the 
classification and sorting, indexing and finding of the material that is now so 
rapidly accumulating, is not yet clear; but certainly it is most important that 
full study be made of these methods. 

There are certain practical consequences of these problems which have 
arisen. One of them involves a matter that was of great historical interest and 
importance; namely, the /ndex-Catalogue. This great reference tool had be- 
come far out of date and practically unusable as far as current material was 
concerned, and the expense of maintaining it was enormous. With great reluc- 
tance, then, the Committee on Indexes agreed with the Director of the Army 
Medica! Library that it would be impossible to continue the Jndex-Catalogue. 
This was a matter of deep regret, I think, for all of us, but there seemed to be 
no escape from the inevitable logic of the situation. 

The Committee has considered a large number of specific problems which it 
has attempted to answer. Some of these are matters of this sort: first, a recom- 
mendation that the Army Medical Library undertake a study of the possibili- 
ties of using the punched card setup for the printing of lists of journals. This 
grew out of the experience of the Project as described by Dr. Larkey. There 
was then a recommendation that consideration be given to the coordination of 
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the list of periodicals on punched cards compiled by the Project and the Army 
Medical Library with the Library of Congress project of a union catalogue of 
serials using the IBM method. 

Furthermore, that consideration should be given to coordination of our list 
of medical journals on punched cards with the UNESCO list of medical and 
biological journals. 

You may remember the article in the Scientific Monthly a few months ayo 
envisioning the scholar of the future sitting at home before a specially designed 
television set. By punching certain dials he could get from the library of a 
great central repository many thousands of miles away, in a very few moments, 
the available material on almost any subject he might be interested in; with 
the appearance on the screen before him of the actual material and with ar- 
rangements for stopping the film, making notes of it, or even getting a photo- 
graphic copy of it. Theoretically, that all may be possible with the develop- 
ment of electronic memory devices and feed-back systems of one sort or another. 
Although the author was very optimistic as to the possibilities, in view of the 
probable cost it does not seem likely that any such procedure will come in our 
lifetime, or ever. Nevertheless, it is an intriguing sort of thing to consider. 
Meanwhile we do have to make whatever steps we can in attempting to expedite 
the indexing service that is so important for research in medical fields. 

Your Committee was authorized to consider a number of matters. They 
have been approached with varying degrees of intensity. We have made studies 
of user interest and user requirements. These vary enormously in the field of 
medicine. From the military standpoint, there is a problem of the physician in 
the field or at the general hospital who needs information on a vital point 
promptly. There are the large number of medical workers, practicing physicians, 
who want information on current progress or may want information on material 
that has been accumulated long since. There are the large number of medical 
librarians who have to be supplied with material through which they can handle 
the resources of their own collections or draw upon the resources of other col- 
lections. Medical students require rapid and easy methods of finding informa- 
tion that they may be asked to obtain. There are, then, several categories of 
strictly medical users; practicing physicians and their associates, the research 
men related to fields of medicine, medical students. But there are large periph- 
eral groups; just as there is a large amount, an increasing amount, of periph- 
eral material that may be importantly related to medicine, so there are now 
an increasing number of individuals associated in some way or other with the 
medical effort. How far should medical literature and medical indexing be 
devised to assist them? Consider all the components of the health team. We 
have a vast number of people comprising the health team—not only doctors, 
but dentists, pharmacists, nurses, laboratory technicians, radiologists, public 
health workers, sanitarians, social service workers, hospital administrators. 
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These all comprise the health team. How far should we go in providing them 
with the ways by which they can find the material that may be useful to them 
in their part of the health endeavor? 

So the question of comprehensiveness is always with us and always a most 
important one for us to consider. I think all of us would agree that we should 
be as comprehensive as we can within the limits of manpower, machine methods, 
and of money. But those are potent limiting factors. 

Now, from this sort of discussion of the activities of the Committee on In- 
dexing, I think you can appreciate that the Committee has attempted to under- 
take its responsibilities with the utmost seriousness and with the utmost breadth 
of approach. The future activity of the Committee on Indexes is limited, of 
course, by the circumstances under which the Committee was established; 
namely, as a function of the Surgeon General of the Army. Whether or not this 
Committee will continue its activities if there is a change in the organization 
of the Army Medical Library we have no way of knowing, but it is to be hoped 
that whatever may be the future development of this great national medical 
library, there will be continuing recognition of the importance of providing 
means, adequate and satisfactory, of finding what we have available in the 
literature. The problem is a huge one, it is growing, and it must, in some way 
or other, be handled so that we can find readily and easily what we know. 

Dr. Davison: In view of Dr. Larkey’s and Dr. Leake’s talks, you have some 
indication of the difficulty of indexing. You “ain’t heard nothin’ yet.’’ However, 
I am sure that Dr. Fishbein will solve all these problems by talking about the 
more recent developments in medical indexing. 


RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN MEDICAL INDEXING 


Dr. FisHBEIn: I have been watching this problem of indexing, as you know, 
for a great many years and I do not believe we are making progress at present. 
I think at present we are in a process of dissolution for the simple reason that 
there are certain experiments going on in some directions, but there has not 
been the adequate consolidation of effort necessary to achieve the desired 
results. It is very fine to have the Current List of Medical Literature for October 
out in October; that is in itself marvelous. Obviously, the Quarterly Cumulative 
Index Medicus has had difficulties of one kind or another related to processes 
of labor, but, in any event, it is not current and has not been for some time. 

There is always the question of just how up to date the index should be in 
order to have its maximum usefulness. I don’t believe it is possible to be journal- 
istically up to date in the sense that you have the material this week that was 
published last week. 

It is no secret that very few libraries, indeed, subscribe for as many as a 
thousand medical journals, and yet from Dr. Larkey’s report, there are well 
over 4000 different periodicals that are available, and obviously the contents 
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of each of them—some of the contents of each of them—must have importance 
for somebody, although I have my own list of possibly 800 that could be dis- 
continued promptly without ever being missed. 

I should like at this point to point out that all of the discussion here has con- 
cerned the English language, so far as the publication of the index and abstract 
is concerned. We have not said anything about the publication of abstracts in 
French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Finnish, Icelandic, and the various other 
languages which most Americans seldom stop to consider as even existing. 
Even in the United Nations and various other scientific congresses, selection 
is made at present of three languages: French, Spanish, and English; we have 
for some time disregarded German, although the Germans still consider it an 
important language. I doubt that its importance will ever be again as great 
as it was in the past. Nevertheless, the fact that Springer has commenced the 
publication of the Zentralbldtter and is considering ten others is significant, 
because, of course, there is a reading public in medicine in German of approxi- 
mately one hundred to two hundred thousand physicians for whom German is 
the first language—that is, the reading public not the total group. 

I think we must remember at this point that many physicians do not read 
and we can wipe that group off and limit ourselves to those who do read. 

Well, the ideal for the American and British medical group and for the large 
numbers of physicians in other lands who have now realized that for the future 
English is the international scientific language—for that group we must have 
sooner or later an index to the important medical literature of the world, 
published in ABC form with integrated authors and subjects in one alphabet, 
cross-indexed adequately, and that means for some articles one reference and 
for other articles as many as six, because there must be a limitation somewhere 
along the line; that it should appear preferably monthly, and be cumulated at 
intervals. The interval of cumulation is again a matter of cost, and the ability 
of those who have the matter in charge to accomplish the objective. That 
objective could best be reached if those responsible for the publishing of the 
Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus and the publication of the Current List 
could get together and resolve—which it would seem to me is a reasonably 
simple resolution to reach—to work together and to share expenses. In that 
way each of them would be able to lower his own expense and the medical pro- 
fession and the scientific world would greatly benefit by having something 
closer to what is needed. I think that if we will strive toward that, and continue 
to emphasize that that is what we want, in the meantime temporizing with the 
Current List and the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, we will eventually 
come to it. We will just have to keep on talking and insisting that those who 
are responsible get together and do the job. The job can be done, and when 
done it will cost much less than what we are now spending on these two efforts, 
and will come out more rapidly and be more comprehensive and more useful. 
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Now, I would turn briefly to the question of abstracting, because in the last 
two or three years I have paid more attention to abstracting than to indexing, 
as I have been largely associated with Excerpta Medica. I took the liberty of 
bringing with me today Professor Woerdeman, editor of Excerpta, who hap- 
pened to be in the United States. Excerpta Medica, as you all know, is now 
published in fifteen sections, endeavoring to be comprehensive and, as pointed 
out by Dr. Larkey, covering at the present time approximately 1400 of the 
important medical journals of the world, employing in that process about, let 
us say, a hundred chief editors and about a thousand contributing abstractors 
and editors. 

In Excerpta Medica things already have been accomplished which I think 
are significant; and one of them is striving toward the ideal form for an abstract. 
I want to emphasize that particularly because abstracting is largely done by 
medical students, assistants and residents, secretaries, and other miscellaneous 
personnel. There is such a thing as professional abstracting and we can reach 
more and more professional competence among abstractors if they can be 
instructed in some simple way as to what is the form of an ideal abstract. 

Having given the name of the writer, one should give the name of the article 
in the language of its origin and an English translation, if necessary, and then 
the place where the work was done. It is highly important in reading the ab- 
stract to know where the work was done, because that will give it a certain 
amount of status and gives background at once to the amount of consideration 
that can be given to the work. This has been adopted as routine now in Excerpta 
Medica, apparently the only publication that tells at once where the work was 
done. 

Then, of course, in the first sentence of the abstract there should be a state- 
ment of what the abstract contains. That is a journalistic principle and is known 
in journalism as the lead. The first sentence tells what the article is about. 

As an example, I refer to an abstract which I read and which described a 
great amount of work and in which five subjects were involved, then the per- 
centages of the benefits and losses in the five cases, and finally it ended up with 
a final sentence saying: ‘““This work was concerned with five rats.”’ Had I known 
that the work concerned five rats, I wouldn’t have read the abstract. Obviously, 
the first sentence should have read: “This work was done with five rats.” 

Then one must consider that there are two kinds of abstracts, an abstract 
which is merely an indication of the original article, and the abstract which 
endeavors to be sufficiently comprehensive to make reading of the original 
article unnecessary, except in rare cases. I think that certain publications have 
to strive toward the latter form and the others merely consist of indications. 

To illustrate some of these points and what can be accomplished by coordina- 
tion of effort, I will give you a report on a meeting which was the last held on 
my present trip abroad, a meeting held in Zurich, under the leadership of 
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Professor von Koenig, who is the Secretary General of the International Con- 
gress on Pediatrics, and under the auspices of that Congress and UNESCO, 
where there were assembled publishers of abstract services and leaders in the 
field of abstracting. We tried to get together to see what can be done to facilitate 
reading the literature of pediatrics. Here are three major publications in the 
field: the Pediatric Section of Excerpta Medica, the Zentralblatter which has 
not yet appeared but which they hope will appear some time in the next two 
years, and Le Courier, which is published in Paris simultaneously in French 
and English. 

The first question raised had to do with whether or not it is necessary now to 
publish anything in one, two, or three languages in a single cover, and I think 
it was agreed finally that Le Courier will continue for the present to come out 
in French and English, but will be inclined to discontinue English because that 
work can be taken over by the other publications. 

The big problem was how to get the literature of pediatrics to many people 
who do not read French or English; namely, the Portuguese, Finns, Icelanders, 
Italians, Hungarians, and so on. The Russians did not show up and therefore 
were not taken into consideration. I would say in that connection, though, 
that there seems to be a tendency to bring the Russians into the conferences 
now; there were three representatives from Russia at the poliomyelitis con- 
ference, and they referred to Pavlov frequently and then departed. 

At this meeting, we came to the conclusion that motion forward can be ac- 
complished, and one of the steps was to have the editors and publishers of 
Excerpta Medica, Le Courier, and the Zentralblatter agree to permit the publishers 
of pediatric publications in these other languages—Spanish, Italian, and so 
forth—to take from their publications each month approximately ten important 
abstracts and translate them into their own languages and include them in 
their own journals without any other compensation than merely to say, ‘“Taken 
from this publication.”” That was an important step, but we went beyond that 
in coming to an arrangement with the Italians and the Spaniards, not yet fully 
completed, whereby for a small sum which would represent a fraction of the 
cost of subscription, full permission can be given to the publishers of scientific 
medical material in the relatively less used languages to translate completely 
and include with their leading publication in the field concerned all the ab- 
stracts from Excerpta Medica, by getting the proofs from Excerpta Medica 
before it goes to press. 

These decisions were reached in Zurich and will become effective simply by 
getting men of good will together to talk over their problems and the objec- 
tives to be sought, and dropping individual personal ambitions and desires for 
something for the common good. 

I think this movement has begun and will proceed, will be of the greatest 
importance in avoiding a mass of duplication and a great wastage of funds, and 
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will be of great significance in consolidating the abstracting of medical litera- 
ture for the world as a whole, without limiting it in any way or considering it 
from a commercial point of view. 

In order to avoid the duplication from the French to which I referred pre- 
viously, also by agreement it was decided that Le Courier will largely devote 
itself to social, psychological, economic, and similar aspects of pediatrics which 
would not be as fully covered in the strictly medical abstracts on pediatrics. 
Therefore, you will get the extended coverage into the other fields to which 
Dr. Leake referred; that material from Le Courier can be picked up by the 
Section on Pediatrics of Excerpta Medica, and in that way you have compre- 
hensive abstracting not only of the medical but of the economic, social, psy- 
chological, and similar aspects of pediatrics. 

Now, in the United States, abstracting of medical literature is done both for 
profit and not for profit. I may say of what is published in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association that it has always been the policy that the 
primary purpose is to reach the practitioner, and that in the selection of material 
for abstracting one is pointing toward a definite reader. In the same way, in 
developing an index one has to determine whom it is designed for, whether for 
the average reader or the average physician, or whether it is designed primarily 
as a tool for librarians. 

I come now to a final point, which is new in the field of medicine, and which 
I have had something to do with. 

In the National Foundation of Paralysis, we have prepared a complete 
bibliography on everything that has been done in poliomyelitis. The total 
bibliography just published is in the neighborhood of eleven or twelve thousand 
references with some thousands of abstracts, and that service is continued 
month by month in the form of monthly abstracts of the important literature 
on poliomyelitis which is sent free to all grantees of the Foundation and to all 
medical libraries. It can be bound annually and at five-year intervals incorpo- 
rated in the published bibliography and its supplements, so there is for a single 
disease what might be called a completely adequate comprehensive bibliog- 
raphy and abstracting service. That venture has apparently appealed to other 
groups, and I think I can say that we have practically completed an arrange- 
ment with various agencies concerned with the subject of cancer to provide a 
similar service in that field. Everything on cancer will be assembled monthly 
and circulated as one section of Excerpta Medica with a subscription provided 
free by the American Cancer Society to every worker, every medical librarian, 
or every interested agency in the United States and elsewhere in the world. 
That will be for one disease, again, or what represents one biological disturb- 
ance, a complete guide to the literature. 

We have been approached to do something similar for rheumatic fever and 
even for heart disease as a whole, and what interests me in that connection is 
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that important philanthropists and philanthropic organizations can be found 
to support that sort of venture financially who will not support the ordinary 
index. 

I tried for a matter of twenty-five years to get various philanthropic agencies 
to support an index of the ideal type, such as has been discussed by the Com- 
mittee on Indexing and others, and I am sorry to say that I have not yet found 
a philanthropic organization with enough imagination to realize that such a 
contribution to medicine would probably outweigh in value to medicine as a 
whole any of the many other contributions they make in the form of small 
grants, and so forth that they have been spending money on, including ad- 
ministration. 

I think that someone might find a philanthropic group some day with enough 
imagination to see the value of aiding a complete ABC index, subjects and 
authors integrated in one alphabetical setup, coming out monthly, on time, 
seldom with the literature more than three months late, an index that would 
be useful to everybody. Perhaps we are moving forward; once our experiments 
are ended with the Current List and with the QCIM and with various other 
agencies, the time may not be too far distant when everybody will get interested 
and put the pressure where it is needed so that we might get the kind of com- 
prehensive index and a broader utilization of abstracting services coordinated 
so as to avoid duplication. 

Dr. Davison: This talk by Dr. Fishbein has been enlightening to me and I 
know it has been to you. 

We will now hear from Colonel Rogers. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR, ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


[Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers, M. C., Director, Army Medical 
Library, then reported on the activities of the Library over the past year. He 
referred from time to time to statistical tables which had been distributed, in 
mimeographed form, to members of the audience; he said that “while such 
tables reveal a great deal, they do not reveal all, or even everything of impor- 
tance,”’ so he proceeded to comment in some detail on each. These tables will 
be printed as the statistical appendix to the Annual Report of the Army Medical 
Library, which will appear in March 1952; their substance, in simplified and 
abbreviated form, has already appeared in the Army Medical Library News for 
December 1951. Colonel Rogers’ comments, somewhat amplified, will neces- 
sarily reappear in the narrative portion of the Aunual Report. For this reason, 
only two sections of his report are printed here, and these follow.] 

COLONEL RoGeERs: We have been giving some thought to the problem of 
reprinting the existing volumes of the Jndex-Catalogue. Some volumes of Series 
1 and 2 are out of print, and the paper on which these series were printed is 
deteriorating rapidly. Ordinary methods of reprinting are practically out of the 
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question. In these circumstances, we have considered the possibility of re- 
issuing the Jndex-Catalogue in microprint form. Mr. Albert Boni, of the Readex 
Microprint Corporation, has kindly made some samples of the Index-Catalogue 
pages in the microprint form, and these are on display here today. I would 
very much like to have your opinion on this proposal. It would involve no 
expense to the Government, and Mr. Boni estimates that the entire 57 volumes 
of the four series of the Index-Catalogue could be sold, in microprint form, for 
about $75; and this figure stands even though a minimum of only fifty copies 
were wanted. This is to be compared with an average price of almost $10 per 
volume which the /ndex-Catalogue brings at its rare appearances on the O. P. 
market. 

We have also thought about the possibilities which microprint might offer 
for publishing the million and a half entries in the Subject Index, the unpub- 
lished manuscript portion of the Jndex-Catalogue. This, however, is a problem 
of a different kind; it involves composition costs, already behind us in the case 
of the printed volumes of the Jndex-Catalogue, and editorial costs as well. 
Estimates of composition cost alone have been enough to cause us to abandon 
this proposition. We are able to make runs of these cards on microfilm available 
to the public at 1.5 cents per card, and perhaps more publicity for this service 
is what is called for. 

* * * 

Several changes in the organization of the Library took place. As the year 
began, the Current List changed in status from a Section to a Division; con- 
currently, the Editor was named Chief of the Division. On 1 April there was a 
reorganization of the Office of the Director which involved abolishing the old 
staff job of Assistant to the Director, the establishing of the new position of 
Chief Librarian, the incumbent of the position to serve as Executive Officer to 
the Director, and the transfer of Mr. Kanardy Taylor from the old position to 
the new. At the same time, the Chiefs of the Acquisition, Catalog, and Refer- 
ence Divisions were designated Assistant Librarians in their respective fields, 
as an indication of the larger measure of responsibility for independent action 
which has been delegated to them, and in recognition of the core character of 
their staff responsibilities. 

Mr. Sam Roberts, Chief of the Administrative Division, was transferred to 
CIA in March; Mr. Joseph Tucker was promoted to fill the vacancy. Mr. 
Dunnigan, Head of the Photoduplication Section, left the Library in the spring; 
Mr. R. E. Eckenbach came to us from the Navy Department as Mr. Dunnigan’s 
successor. Mr. Dier, Head of the Order Section, left in the summer; he was 
replaced by Mr. Joseph Runey, who comes from the University of Illinois 
Library. 

Mr. Joseph Groesbeck, who had served the Library ably and well for three 
and a half years as Chief of Acquisitions, left the Library this month for his 
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new post as Chief of the Processing Division, United Nations Library, New 
York. I know I speak for the entire staff when I say that he will be sorely missed. 
lam happy to announce at this time, however, that Mr. Reuben Peiss, formerly 
with the Department of State and now a member of the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of California, will take over the position vacated by Mr. Groesbeck some 
time next summer. In the intervening period, Mr. Leslie Falk has graciously 
consented to serve as Acting Chief of the Division. 

The Library was fortunate to acquire, this spring, the services of Captain 
Harold W. Tucker, Medical Service Corps, a Reserve Officer called to active 
duty from his post as Librarian of the Gary Public Library. While nominally 
serving as my Adjutant, Captain Tucker is in fact conducting a year-long 
survey of Army Medical Service medical libraries in the field. I am confident 
that his report, when it has finally developed, will be an important and historic 
document. 

I hope that this account of the Library’s activities has been encouraging to 
this assembly. I may say, somewhat cautiously, to be sure, and with a few 
reservations, that the progress that has been made here affords me no little 
satisfaction. This Library has, in the past, had the reputation of being the 
world’s greatest medical library; there were, however, times when such a 
reputation had a somewhat hollow ring for those in a position to be aware of 
shortcomings in various areas. My staff and I aim to recapture the substance 
of that past glory; we aim to reestablish this Library as unquestionably the 
world’s greatest medical library; we aim to go on from there and made it every- 
thing the National Library of the Medical Sciences ought to be, in truth. We 
are proceeding, at the same time, in the belief that slavish adherence to methods 
and practices of the past is inadequate for attainment of our goal; we believe 
that we must constantly strike out along new paths if success is to be achieved. 
That we will achieve it, I am confident; we need only adequate continuing 
support, the understanding and encouragement of all those interested in the 
future of the Library, and the kind of continuing, unrelenting hard work to 
which the staff has pledged itself as evidenced by its accomplishments during 
the year just past. 

Dr. Davison: I know I express the feelings of all of us when I congratulate 
Colonel Rogers and his staff for the tremendous progress made during the year 
and for the splendid report. 

At Colonel Rogers’ suggestion, we will have a ten-minute interval while the 
chairs and tables are set up here so that lunch can be served. 

The morning session is adjourned. 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


[The meeting was resumed at 2:30 p.m. in the Fairfax Room of the Willard 
Hotel, Washington, D. C.] 
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Dr. Davison: The first speaker on the program this afternoon is Dr. Dorothy 
M. Schullian. Dr. Schullian is Curator of Rare Books of the Library’s History 
of Medicine Division in Cleveland. She wil! speak on the subject “Unfolded 
out of the Folds.” 

[Dr. Schullian’s paper appears on page 135 of this issue.] 

Dr. Davison: I know that all of you have enjoyed this magnificent paper 
by Dr. Schullian, as I have; it is an example of how this Library is woven 
through the lives of all of us in medicine. 

The next speaker this afternoon will be Mr. Robert B. Austin, of the Refer- 
ence Division, Army Medical Library. Mr. Austin, who is Assistant Chief of 
the Reference Division and one of the Library’s oldest employees, will speak on 
“Plans for a Check-List of Medical Americana.” 

[Mr. Austin’s paper appears on page 144 of this issue.] 

Dr. LEAKE: Mr. Chairman, in supplementation of this important work, I 
think the members of this group would be interested in knowing what is going 
on in Mexico City. Dr. Francisco Guerra, Professor of Pharmacology at the 
University of Mexico, has assembled an extraordinary collection of Mexican 
imprints relating to medicine and has prepared a bibliography describing them 
up to 1833. He has about 1200 titles. He has also prepared a bibliography of 
over 5000 titles with a reproduction of title pages of all the Spanish-American 
Colonial imprints which he can find a record of up to the same date. The 
University of Texas Press is attempting to arrange for the publication of the 
first of these. The second will be a larger job than we can handle. We are trying 
to find somebody who can help. 

Dr. Davison: The next statement this afternoon will be by Dr. I. S. Ravdin, 
whom I am sure you all know. During the war he served in the Pacific, in the 
China-Burma-India Theater, and he is presently Director of Surgical Research 
and Surgeon-in-Chief to the University Hospital of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. Dr. Ravdin is also a member of the Armed Forces Medical Policy 
Council, which will determine the status of the Army Medical Library and its 
future. I know it is in good hands. Dr. Ravdin— 


PLANNING FOR THE NATIONAL MEDICAL LIBRARY 


Dr. Ravopin: This is going to be a disjointed presentation for the simple 
reason that there are many matters concerned with the formulation of policies 
for the future Library that are not determined as of this afternoon. 

As you well remember, when the Armed Services were unified under a Sec- 
retary of Defense, the Library, like other departments, came under the scrutiny 
of various efficiency and management survey groups, and its historical but 
somewhat illogical position as a national library in the Surgeon General’s Office 
was questioned anew. About this time the plan of the Surgeon General of the 
Army to build a new building was denied by the Bureau of the Budget, which 
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wished to avoid duplication of facilities already budgeted for by the Public 
Health Service. After a good deal of inconclusive discussion of various proposals 
for the disposition of the Library, Secretary Johnson, in September 1950, 
requested the Chairman of the Division of Medical Sciences of the National 
Research Council to study the question, and to advise him as to the proper 
place for the Library in the Government structure. But, at the same time, 
Secretary Johnson told him specifically that he did not believe that this was 
properly a function of the Department of Defense. 

In the covering letter which went to the Chairman of the Division of Medical 
Sciences, National Research Council, certain suggestions were raised as to the 
disposition of the Library. I have listed them here without assessment of logic 
or practicability or even relevance. 

One: Retention of the status quo. 

Two: Transfer to the status of a civil function of the Department of the 
Army. 

Three: Annexation by the Library of Congress. 

Four: Reestablishment as an independent agency under a Joint Congressional 
Committee on the Library. 

Five: Transfer to the Public Health Service. 

Six: Attachment to some other Government agency such as the National 
Science Foundation. 

Seven: Establishment as an independent agency similar to the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Eight: Finally, existence as an independent and non-government establish- 
ment in association with the National Academy of Sciences or the American 
University. 

I am not going to review with you the Committee appointed by Dr. Bronk, 
except to say that Dr. George W. Corner was designated as Chairman and the 
Committee had on it ten additional distinguished people. 

When I became a member of the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council, 
one of my first actions was to direct a letter to the Chairman of that Council 
which stated: 

“T wonder if we could put on the agenda in the very near future a discussion on the subject 
of the Army Medical Library? It would seem that this is an excellent time for us to obtain 
from General Marshall his idea of the direction which the Library should take. I am afraid 


if we don’t do this the whole thing will go by default and we shall lose the existence of the 
greatest library in medicine in this country and one of the greatest in the world.” 


I was instructed to see General Marshall as to what his opinion would be in 
the matter and whether he might find himself in complete sympathy with the 
sentiments previously expressed by his predecessor. He did, as those of you 
who know him so well know that he would do, look over the list of those who 
were on the Committee, and he said: “I would be bound by the recommenda- 
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tions of that Committee. It would seem to me to leave nothing further to be 
desired.” \ 

The Committee, some four and a half months later, brought forth this report, 
which I am sure all of you have seen, but I shall read certain conclusions it 
contained: 


Its services must be continued in the interest of both military medicine and the civilian pro- 
fession. Vheir magnitude is so great that continued financial support by the Government is 
necessary. 

“The Army Medical Library should continue to be operated as a National Medical Library, 
under the administration of the Department of Defense. 

“Legislation on behalf of the Library should prescribe the creation of a small governing 
board including representatives from the medical and library professions, drawn from non- 
governmental as well as pertinent civil and military agencies. This board should be given 
detailed responsibility for directing the policy of the Library. 

“The current budget for the Army Medical Library is not sufficient for adequate main- 
tenance, either in its present state or as the future National Medical Library. The present 
allocation should be doubled. Funds must also be provided for immediate renovation, replen- 
ishment, and modernization of books and services. 

“A new building is imperative. This should be designed primarily for safety, efficiency of 
operation, and ready expansion. 

“The Library should continue to be situated in the neighborhood of Washington, at a site 
to be determined not only for effective stimulation by a dynamic medical center but also for 
safety in case of destructive bombing. 

“Serious consideration should be given to the creation of a supplemental depository else- 
where in the United States to insure the perpetuation of medical bibliographical collections 
and service in the event of disaster to the main national repository. 

“The Secretary of Defense should act at once to have legislation appropriate to his decision 
initiated.” 


“The cs Medical Library has become in the fullest sense the National Medical Library. 


In the event that these recommendations were not satisfactory to the 
Secretary of Defense, alternative recommendations were made. 

The Armed Forces Medical Policy Council accepted the recommendations 
of the Committee appointed by the National Research Council and forwarded 
these to the Secretary of Defense with their complete approval. The Manage- 
ment Committee and the Comptroller’s Office in the Office of the Secretary 
of Defense took exception to these recommendations. The Armed Forces 
Medical Policy Council reiterated its original stand, and after considerable 
discussion the Management Committee and the Comptroller agreed with the 
original premises made by the Committee of the National Research Council 
and affirmed by the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council. 

I should like to read to you now from the paper which is now going through 
for final recommendation. It is somewhat fragmentary because only today 
we have received the comments of the Secretary of the Army in regard to this 
paper, and I shall therefore have to interpolate certain objections that the 
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Secretary of the Army has raised to this document, although they are of no 
great moment so far as the central issues are concerned. 


“Pursuant to the authority vested in the Secretary of Defense by the National Security 
Act of 1947 (as amended), it is hereby directed that there be established an Armed Forces 
Medical Library (hereinafter called the “Library”) with responsibilities, functions, authority 
and relationships as set forth herein. The Library shall be a joint agency of the three military 
departments under the management control of the Secretary of the Army and subject to the 
policy direction and guidance of the Secretary of Defense. It shall consist of the present Army 
Medical Library, which is hereby transferred thereto, and such other medical library items 
and collections as may from time to time be considered appropriate. 

‘“‘The Library shall serve as the central medical library of the Department of Defense and 
as the National Library for medicine and related sciences. In carrying out this objective, it will 
be dedicated to the advancement of medical sciences in the United States as a whole, as well 
as within the Department of Defense. 

“The Library shall consist of a Director, a Librarian, an Advisory Group, and a staff of 
such professional and technical clerical personnel as may be required.” 


I won’t read all of this but I will give you just a broad view of what is en- 
visaged in this new plan. “The Director shall be an officer selected from the 
medical profession of the Army, Navy, or Air Force on the basis of high profes- 
sional qualifications, interest in medical bibliography and demonstrated ad- 
ministrative ability.”” The normal tour of duty of the Director shall be three 
years. The Librarian shall be a civilian who has attained high repute in medical 
bibliography, and shall be subject to the action of the Director. The Director 


and Librarian shall be appointed by the Secretary of the Army with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of Defense “‘based on nominations received from ap- 
propriate military departments under the rotation process” and from the 
Advisory Group. The Advisory Group of the National Library “‘shall consist 
of the Director of the Library, who shall be Chairman, a representative from 
each military department appointed by the Secretary thereof, and such other 
non-military individuals (not to exceed five in number) who are prominent in 
the medical or health field or as medical librarians. The Director of the Library, 
with the approval of the Secretary of Defense, shall appoint the non-military 
members. The term of membership of the Advisory Group shall not ordinarily 
exceed three years, and will be staggered in such a manner that some members 
will be appointed yearly.” 

In regard to the command responsibility, the Secretary of the Army, Mr. 
Pace, has stated that the command responsibility of rotating directorships 
among the military departments must conform with the language in Army 
Regulations 40-410 governing the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, and I 
shall read this because it is important from the standpoint of management: 


“The Armed Forces Institute of Pathology shall be commanded by an officer of the Medical 
Corps of the Army, the Navy, or the Air Force, selected by the Board of Governors on the 
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basis of high professional qualifications in the field of pathology and demonstrated medical 
administrative ability. He shall have the title of the Director, and normally shall be appointed 
for a term of four years. Rotation of the office of the Director shall normally follow the order 
of seniority of the services; i.e., Army, Navy, Air Force. . . [The Director shall be] an individual 
whose qualifications meet with the approval of the Board of Governors. The Director shall 
report and be directly responsible to the Surgeon General, Department of the Army, as his 
military commander, and will be directly responsible to the Board of Governors on all broad 
administrative and professional matters in connection with the Institute.” 


You might just as well substitute the word “Library” there. Since that is 
the point of view which the Secretary of the Army is taking, that necessarily 
will become the language which will be used in the order. 

The functions of the Library, to which Mr. Pace has agreed, are given as 
these: 


“1, Serve as a central or national library for medical bibliographical research for the med- 
ical activities of the military departments, related research and development contractors, 
other Governmental agencies and the civilian medical and allied professions. 

2. Publish guides to medical literature in the form of catalogs, indexes and bibliographical 
lists and distribute such publications to the medical activities of the military departments and, 
on a reimbursable basis, to other Governmental and private organizations or individuals as 
required. 

3. Provide technical consultation service to medical libraries at medical installations of the 
military departments. 

4. Provide such central library services to field libraries as is appropriate.” 


Now, I shall skip a great deal of this because it is a matter of no real interest. 
But as to the relationships of the Library, they shall be such as to 


“coordinate its efforts with all Department of Defense agencies, other Governmental agencies, 
and private organizations which have a mutual interect or responsibility with respect to any 
of its functions. 

“The Director and the staff of the Library are authorized and expected to communicate 
directly and expeditiously with all Department of Defense agencies and appropriate sub- 
divisions thereof, other Governmental agencies and private organizations concerning technical 
matters within its jurisdiction and in which there exists a mutual interest or responsibility. 

“Services of the Library shall be available to all Department of Defense agencies, and, when 
appropriate, other Governmental agencies, private organizations and individuals. 

‘All agencies of the Department of Defense shall cooperate fully in assisting the Library 
in the performance of its mission.” 


The Legislative Committee of the Department of Defense is now drawing 
up the legislation necessary to obtain the first funds for planning the Library. 

The Surgeon General of the Army has made the motion, which has been 
seconded and approved at a meeting of the Armed Forces Medical Policy 
Council about a month ago, that the location of the new Library be at the 
Naval Medical Center in Bethesda, and that has been approved—a generous 
gesture in the unification process which probably wouldn’t have been achieved 
some years ago. 
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The Library will remain an Armed Forces Library; that is now assured by 
the action of the Secretary of Defense. The present Secretary of Defense con- 
curs with this position that funds be obtained for the formulation of the plans 
for the Library. We are assured that these funds will be obtained, and that a 
new Library will be built. 

We are further assured of its location, and when the final draft of commit- 
ment is signed and sealed by each of the three Secretaries of the Armed Forces, 
the entire matter will be implemented. It will be an Armed Forces Library; 
it will be under the direct control of the Army from a judicial point of view— 
recognizing the traditional interest that the Army has had in this Library for 
these many years—the responsibility for its maintenance will rest with the 
Surgeon General of the Army. 

Thank you very much. 

Dr. Davison: We certainly appreciate this exposition of the situation of the 
Library. I have not asked Dr. Ravdin in advance, but I feel sure that he would 
be willing to answer any question that anyone cares to ask. 

Dr. LEAKE: Might I ask if by legislation is meant Congressional legislation 
or legislation at an administrative level through the Department of Defense? 

Dr. RAvpINn: Well, you need legislation to get money. Captain Hilton Rose 
(USN), the Secretary of the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council, is here, 
and if there are any matters that relate to legislation, I am sure he would be 
happy to attempt to answer them. 

Dr. LEAKE: Does the reorganization proposal demand Congressional legis- 
lation? 

CapTAIN Rose: The funds are the only part that are concerned in legislation. 

Dr. Davison: There is one thing that puzzles me. We had planned originally 
for a white mausoleum on Capitol Hill. It was brought out at one time that 
there was no provision for an Army Medical Library building because the Public 
Health Service had already had theirs approved by the Bureau of the Budget. 
Now, will we have two libraries out there, the National Institutes of Health 
Library and the Armed Forces Medical Library, or what? 

Dr. RaAvpIn: I suggest that you ask Dr. Topping. 

Dr. NorMAN H. Toppinc: The only library that has ever been envisaged 
for the Public Health Service is the present library that we have had since 1887, 
which is a straight research library. It totally doesn’t include more than 40 or 
45,000 square feet of space. It is primarily a working library for the working 
people and clinical investigators. We have always used the Army Medical 
Library extensively, and with the fine cooperation we have always had we 
intend to continue to use those services as we have always done. The thing that 
pleases me tremendously in Dr. Ravdin’s report is that instead of being twelve 
miles away it is soon, I hope, to be across the street from us. 

Dr. Ravpin: I might suggest that General Hays comment. 
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GENERAL Hays: I think everything has been said. I don’t have anything to 
add except, of course, as General Kirk can testify, and a good many Surgeons 
General previous to him, that it takes a long time to get the money, and we hope 
that within the next two or three years we can be able to see something rise in 
the way of a concrete structure. 

Dr. Davison: In view of Hiroshima, I hope it’s concrete. 

Many of us have been interested in this, and I know that it takes years; 
after all, as I said this morning, it took John Shaw Billings twenty-two years 
to get out of the Ford Theater to over there on Independence Avenue, and I 
hope it doesn’t take us quite so long to get from Independence Avenue to 
Bethesda, where it is going to be. I know all of you are delighted to have this 
opportunity of getting this information at first hand, with regard to the def- 
inite plans. 

Dr. EDWARD KruMBHAAR: As I understood it, the plan includes an obligatory 
rotation of the directorship among the three Services, which would seem like 
a very inefficient procedure, although I can understand that there might have 
been many considerations that made this necessary. But it would seem to me 
to be much better for the Secretary of Defense or the Surgeon General to have 
the power to appoint directors from any of the Services, as they choose. Do I 
understand that this matter is still open for modification or change? 

Dr. Ravopin: I think that General Hays could better answer that, but I 
should like to call Dr. Krumbhaar’s attention to the regulation with regard to 
an officer’s permanent location at a station. 

GENERAL Hays: Of course, that is a question that I know is in everybody’s 
mind. As I heard someone express it at the meeting this morning, perhaps 
that is the price we have to pay to get an Armed Forces Medical Library. All 
of you know that this Library has been under fire for a good many years, as 
to where it properly belongs in the Government structure. We feel that as an 
Armed Forces Medical Library its position is much more secure. I think that 
is all I have to say on that subject. 

GENERAL Norman T. Kirk: I probably shouldn’t say anything but this 
interests me very much. I have heard about this Library ever since I came into 
the Army. When I took office as Surgeon General, we were still trying to get 
money for the Library. It was thought that the Library of Congress wanted 
to swallow up the Army Medical Library, but they agreed they didn’t. They 
stated they simply wanted to supplement their library and to turn over every- 
thing that had to do with medicine to us. 

A site was selected near the Capitol where two city blocks would have to be 
razed. Funds were made available to draw the plans for the building. We 
never could get money from Congress, however, to build the Library. There 
were a couple of fellows in the Bureau of the Budget who would have no part 
of it. 
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I am sorry that this has not been set up as hospitals are, to provide for the 
joint use of facilities but still let one group of people run those facilities and be 
in command. I should have chosen a joint use of facilities, set up as it is now 
but still completely operated by the Secretary and the Surgeon General of the 
Army. I am not against unification. I was for one Medical Service for all, and 
not three, and so recommended to Congress. But if this will get us money, I 
think this is the plan we should back one hundred per cent. I am in hopes that 
that piece of ground in Bethesda becomes Army property. 

COLONEL Jones: There is one point not clear in my mind yet. From previous 
discussion it was my understanding that there would be a rotating director- 
ship, but also that there would be a deputy director who was to be of another 
service than the director, who would also be rotated. I didn’t quite get whether 
Dr. Ravdin made that explicit. Is that correct that it is really in the cards to 
have a rotating directorship and rotating deputy directorship? 

Dr. Ravoin: It is the position of the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council 
that there be a rotating director but a permanent librarian. As I say, at last 
the Director of the Budget is satisfied with this document, and if you want 
money, I think you had better play along with the Director of the Budget. 

Dr. ATHERTON SEIDELL: I was under the impression that for many years 
there was a rotating directorship for the Army Medical Library, and that was 
the very period that the activities were least appreciated. The changes that 
were brought about by rotating the director caused variations which didn’t 
tend for the good of the operation of the Library. I wonder if this action that 
has been taken is now final? It doesn’t require any approval of Congress? 

GENERAL Hays: The law which established the Department of Defense, as 
amended, gives certain powers to the Secretary of Defense, and this organiza- 
tional change would fall clearly within his powers as prescribed in the statute. 

Mr. VERNER W. CLaApp: Mr. Chairman, now that the Library of Congress 
has apparently forever lost the possibility of gobbling up the Army Medical 
Library, permit me to congratulate both the Army Medical Library and the 
Armed Forces Medical Library. I hope the Library of Congress has dropped 
out of the context in which it has frequently come in. 

Dr. Ravdin speaks of the Manchu law of rotation; that was in effect for the 
Library once, but was gotten rid of. I wonder if those considerations have been 
given study this time; would they be considered by the Bureau of the Budget 
to whom the proposal must seem good in order to extract money? 

Dr. Ravorn: As far as I know, the Manchu law still exists; as for permanency 
of appointment, I believe that would be a difficult thing to obtain with present 
policy. 

I think under the present plan of unification, in order to make it really an 
Armed Forces Medical Library, and to have the support of the three Armed 
Forces so that they can contribute equally in the building program and to 
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maintenance—which they will do from their separate budgets—the organiza- 
tion as set up is a much more equitable one. 

Mr. Ciapp: I don’t want to seem argumentative. Unification is the price of 
obtaining money. I grant that point completely and think it is altogether an 
admirable arrangement. I am all for unification, I am all for more money for 
the Army Medical Library, so we get two desirable things at once. But we 
don’t want to trade one desirable thing for another. 

My point is merely this: When the Army Medical Library was under the 
jurisdiction of one department, we had a pretty long go at the Manchu law. 
This is also Dr. Seidell’s point, that upon good and solid consideration, the 
Army revised that law, insofar as the Army Medical Library was concerned. 
I wonder if the considerations which led the Army to revise this rule have been 
submitted to the Armed Forces Medical Policy Council or to the Management 
Committee of the Department of Defense or to the Secretary of Defense, in 
the case of the unified operation? 

My question boils down to this: Has consideration been given to the point? 

Dr. Ravopin: I can answer that frankly by saying that consideration has been 
given, and this was one of the matters that had to be settled in this way to 
satisfy the Management Committee and obtain the concurrence of the full 


group. 
Dr. Davison: Are there any further questions? 
Dr. Toppinc: The problem raised with regard to rotation is a vital problem 


as far as research is concerned. You will be interested to know that the Research 
and Development Board in the Defense Establishment has made a recom- 
mendation which will accomplish this sort of thing, not only for the Library 
but also for other research efforts, by asking that there be a career plan drawn 
up within the three Services which will allow the proper training and utiliza- 
tion of people in special fields, so that they will not be subject to constant rota- 
tion and their best efforts and best training lost. I think here is an example of 
a group of people that recognizes that difficulty, and yet no very effective 
action has been taken over the years to get that difficulty resolved. 

[A resolution to send greetings to Colonel McNinch in the Far East was 
proposed and passed unanimously.] 

Dr. Davison: If there is no further discussion, Dr. Leake, do you want to 
present the resolution that we discussed last night? 

Dr. LEAKE: We can discuss all sorts of aspects of various features of the 
proposal. A notable advance certainly has been made in what we have all 
desired for so long—that is, a step toward the development of the Army 
Medical Library really becoming, in fact, the National Medical Library. 

I am confident that the evolutionary procedure will continue, and that with 
patience and forbearance on the part of all, whatever current matters may seem 
to be not quite satisfactory will resolve themselves as we go along. There are 
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many practical aspects that are concerned, and that must have been thoroughly 
explored by those responsible for the decisions that have so far been made. 

Now, as far as this organization is concerned, many implications arise. This 
organization is authorized by the Surgeon General of the Army and has an 
Army function. Under the circumstances of the proposed reorganization, it 
would seem that this organization should be prepared to act appropriately in 
the event that the Armed Forces Medical Library would be established. The 
Executive Committee, after considering this matter in great detail, has pre- 
pared a resolution for the consideration of this Association, which reads as 
follows: 

“WHEREAS, the Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library is an organization authorized by the Surgeon General of the Army for 
the benefit of the Army Medical Library, and 

“WHEREAS, there is now impending a proposal to create an Armed Forces 
Medical Library to which the Army Medical Library would be transferred, 

“NOW BE IT RESOLVED that the Association of Honorary Consultants 
to the Army Medical Library empowers its Executive Committee to take such 
action as would be appropriate to aid in the future development and welfare 
of the Library and as may be necessary to terminate the corporate existence 
of the Association when and if the Army Medical Library ceases to exist as 
such.” 

Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of that resolution. 

Dr. Davison: Does any one second that motion so that it may be open to 
discussion? 

[The motion was seconded from the floor.] 

Dr. Davison: It leaves the Executive Committee to act when and if this 
program goes through; otherwise you would have to call the whole membership 
to a meeting in Washington. As Dr. Leake said, the resolution was drawn up 
with a great deal of consideration and a good deal of discussion. I hope very 
much that it will be approved. 

I would like to hear some discussion on it from others. 

Dr. LEAKE: Mr. Chairman, it seems very ironic that I should be introducing 
a resolution proposing to terminate the Association of which I am so fond and 
to which I have given so much time, and to attempt to terminate under the 
circumstances an organization that has been so important for the Library, 
but there are legal aspects involved in the matter since we are incorporated; 
since we have assets, since there is the question of propriety or appropriateness 
in whatever procedures would seem to be indicated. For that reason, it is asked 
that the Association empower the Executive Committee to take the appropriate 
action. 

It is certainly to be hoped that those who will be in charge of the Armed 
Forces Medical Library will appreciate the wisdom of a group such as this in 
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an advisory and helpful capacity, not only from the standpoint of a building, 
which was one of the main reasons why this organization was developed, but 
also for the purpose of aiding in every possible way in the growth and develop- 
ment and usefulness of the Library. 

Dr. FISHBEIN: It seems to me that this resolution has a lugubrious aspect. 
It seems to me that it might be very simple to add another paragraph or 
sentence to the effect that the Executive Committee is empowered to offer the 
services or aid of the members of the Honorary Consultants group, either 
individually or in any other form in which the organization might be recon- 
stituted. 

I would move amendment to the resolution to that effect 

Dr. DAVISON: Will you accept the amendment? 

[The motion was seconded from the floor.] 

Dr. Davison: Any -further discussion? 

If there are no further questions or discussion, will those in favor of the reso- 
lution as amended say “Aye.” 

Those opposed? 

So ordered. 

This closes the afternoon session. 

[Whereupon, at 4:20 p.m. the meeting was adjourned.] 

EVENING SESSION, CABINET Room, WILLARD Hote, 7:30 P.M. 

[Dr. Davison presided, Dr. Fishbein acted as Toastmaster, and Dr. C. E. 
Sunderlin, Deputy Director of the National Science Foundation, spoke on 
“The Future of Science Libraries.” This paper appears on page 147 of this 
issue. ] 





Unfolded Out of the Folds’ 


By Dorotuy M. ScHULLIAN 


Curator of Rare Books, Army Medical 
Library, Cleveland 6, Ohio 


A: the turn of the century, and for a few decades before and after, there 
was in operation at the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office a rather won- 
drous system of filing. Each piece of incoming correspondence, when it had 
been duly answered, was folded to a size some 8 x 3 inches and marked at the 
top, on what before folding had been the verso, with a serial number, the name 
of the writer, the date, and a concise summary of the content. In the few cases 
where the verso was already too crowded with writing to permit of such nota- 
tions, they were put instead on a wrapper into which the letter was laid. The 
numbered items were then placed vertically and consecutively in wooden docu- 
ment files which could be tipped down and out of their cabinets for ready refer- 
ence. Each box was in addition provided with a movable board and an iron 
lever sliding in a groove, a device intended by its Patentee and Manufacturer, 
Mr. E. W. Woodruff of 632 and 634 K Street, to hold the documents firm and 
so facilitate consultation. Thus, carefully and laudably, with what we trust 
was full awareness of their potential value, were the early documents of the 
Library filed away for the benefit of posterity. 

Let no one decry this system. It had distinct advantages which are missing 
in systems considered technically superior today. And it is far from obsolete 
even in this modern age; you may still purchase similar document files from 
such estimable concerns as Remington Rand Inc. and The Globe-Wernicke 
Company [not an Adv.], and you may store therein your insurance policies, 
your contracts, your vouchers, in short, whatever papers are or can be folded 
to the necessary size. But the system had and has at least one drawback. Folded 
paper, especially when it has no rag content, will eventually crack at the folds 
and inexorably crumble away. 

At the History of Medicine Division we are now in the process of unfolding 
in the literal sense the folds of these early documents and of unfolding out of 
them in a figurative sense some interesting episodes of the Library’s history. 
The chapters which I give you today as illustrations of the Library’s place in 
the progress of American medicine are admittedly selections only. They range 
in date from the years just after the Civil War to those just before World War 


* Read at the 8th Annual Meeting of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library, Washington, D. C., October 26, 1951. 
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I. It was a period of startling advance in medicine everywhere. Over and above 
what we can examine today there will obviously remain many chapters which 
also deserve to be, in the words of that most American of poets, Walt Whitman, 
“unfolded out of the folds.” 

A member of the so-called Cleveland Branch of the Library, working daily 
in the building which bears above its entrance the inscription THE ALLEN 
MeEMmoRIAL MEDICAL Lrprary, will be forgiven for beginning with Dr. Dudley 
P. Allen.' He affords a splendid illustration of one service of the Library which 
continues to be of outstanding consequence today. In an effort to whip into 
shape an article on which he had an early deadline he made a special trip to 
Washington in 1893 and labored in concentrated fashion for a fortnight on 
materials which were not available to him in Cleveland. Of course he did not 
finish; does anyone really finish such library stints? But the liberal loan policy 
of the Library, which at that time allowed physicians to borrow books privately 
against a monetary deposit, came to his rescue, and in gratitude he penned 
these lines on his return: 


I herewith return four volumes of the five which I brought with me from Washington, and am 
greatly obliged to you for them. . . . I regret to have kept the volumes so long, but on account 
of heavy pressure all the work I have done has been from 5:30 to 7:00 every morning. You may 
retain my deposit of $50.00, since if you are willing there are still a few books I should like to 
consult. 


In the same city on Lake Erie Dr. George W. Crile was requesting and re- 
ceiving similar help. He worked at the Library in February of 1896, when his 
studies on shock were already well advanced. On New Year’s Day of 1897 he 
sent a request for a volume by Groeningen? on shock, the exact title of which 
he did not know but which, with a beautiful faith, he felt would not be difficult 
to find, since it was ‘“‘the only work in the German on shock of any pretension.” 
The Library, I am glad to say, justified the faith and sent the book. Later that 
year Dr. Crile received the Cartwright Prize of Columbia University for his 
essay An Experimental Research into Surgical Shock.* But New Year’s Day of 
1897 was memorable to him for a reason not apparent from the conventional 
lines of his request for loan of the Groeningen. In his autobiography, in a dis- 
cussion of his spring clip, we read :* 


It was the modification of this spring clip to practical use that enabled me on January 1, 1897, 
to perform at St. Alexis Hospital, Ed [Lower] assisting, the first bloodless operation on the 
head and neck by temporary closure of both carotid arteries. 


1 His letters of 2 August and 28 September 1893 to Dr. John S. Billings. 

2 See on the full transaction his handwritten letters of 1 and 5 January and 8 March 1897 
to the Surgeon General, U. S. Army. The volume desired was G. H. Groeningen, Ueber den 
Shock (Wiesbaden, 1885). 

3 Published by J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1899. 

* George Crile, An Autobiography. Edited, with sidelights, by Grace Crile (Philadelphia and 
New York, 1947), vol. 1, p. 63. 
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There was, however, a most eminent physician in Boston who could testify 
that the lending policy of the Library, certainly enlightened for those times, 
was still not illumined by any halo of infallibility. In response to a gentle re- 
minder concerning some overdue books Dr. Reginald H. Fitz sent on 8 October 
1909 this very courteous letter® of protest: 


I have just returned from Europe after a five month’s vacation. I made no visit to Washington 
in March and have no recollection of having asked for any books from your library at that 
time. Whenever I have had occasion to use books from the Surgeon General’s Library I have 
obtained them through the Boston Medical Library. Its librarian knows nothing of books from 
this source charged to me. If you will please send me the titles of the missing books I will ask 
him to search for them. 


One can imagine the scurrying among the clerks at the Library of the Surgeon 
General’s Office when this letter was received. It soon became apparent that a 
clerical error was involved. The error did not of course alter the cordial relations 
between the Library and Dr. Fitz; there is in fact in the files a most apprecia- 
tive letter® of his concerning the loan of some precious classics on the lymphatic 
system to illustrate a talk which he gave in Baltimore on 11 March 1912. The 
error was indeed a very human one and so may merit clarification here. The 
address of Dr. Reginald H. Fitz was 18 Arlington Street. The books had been 
borrowed by Dr. George Wells Fitz of 483 Beacon Street, who a few months 
later moved to Peconic, Long Island, and took the volumes with him. They 


were finally returned after more than a year had passed and after Dr. George 
Wells Fitz, who was engaged in writing a book on animal mechanics, had set 
forth profusely in a series of lengthy letters’ their importance to him and the 
reasons for retaining them beyond the allotted period. If the Library’s error 
was human, his apologies and appeals are no less so and reflect traits which 
are hardly uncommon among those of us who use libraries today. “I have only 
during this present month,” he writes, 


found myself in the coveted position of being able to command the time necessary for the 
careful study of the books which, through your kindness, I brought with me last spring from 
Washington. 


Again, 


Instead of being able cursorily to read the articles, I have found them so full of important de- 
tail that I have had to make a written translation of them. 


5 To Lt. Col. Walter McCaw; handwritten. 

6 To Dr. McCaw, 12 March 1912, from the temporary address Hotel Belmont, Forty- 
Second St. and Park Ave., New York; handwritten. 

7 To Lt. Col. Walter W. McCord (sic, but corrected in the last letter to ‘““McCaw’’), 14 and 
20 October 1909, 2 May 1910, 18 October 1910; typewritten. The publications of Dr. George 
Wells Fitz, who was working in the fields of physical education and orthopedics, are listed in 
the Index-Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon General’s Office, Second Series, vol. 5 (1900) 
p. 846 and in A Catalog of Books Represented by Library of Congress Printed Cards vol. 48 (1943) 
p. 480. An obituary is given in J.A.M.A. 103 (24 Nov. 1934) 1638. 
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And as time marched on, and he began returning some of the items, 


I have presumed to retain the special monographs devoted to the mechanics of joints and 
muscles which I cannot imagine there being any call for, unless possibly some one is in the same 
boat with myself. Of course I will ship these at once if you so request. 


The services of the Library in these early days were not limited to the lending 
of books. Nor was the procedure always one-sided; it involved often a give-and 
take arrangement, a program of mutual assistance by which the Library, 
benefiting physicians, was in turn strengthened in its purposes by them. 
Witness Dr. Simon Baruch, long honored in the city of New York and in 
American medicine because of his fight for public baths,* and doubly honored 
today in the deserved renown of his son Bernard. But he came to New York 
only in 1881; before that he had been a practitioner in the town of Camden, 
South Carolina, whence he wrote to Dr. Billings on 30 June 1874 and offered 
some early medical classics in exchange for a copy of the Surgical History of the 
War of the Rebellion. The volumes concerned in that transaction® stand now on 
the shelves of the History of Medicine Division and reveal by his autograph 
that they were once the property of “S. Baruch, Camden, S. C. Proprietor.’ 
Witness also Dr. Alexis Carrel at the Rockefeller Institute, to which the Library 
was constantly sending books on loan. Those of you who have been approached 
in recent years by our enterprising Art Section could quote almost without 
hearing it the text of his letter of 11 March 1914: 


Dear Colonel McCulloch: I am in receipt of your letter of March 4th, and in answer thereto 
I beg to say that I shall be very glad to furnish you with a photograph of myself. The same 
will be forwarded to you within a short time. 


The Library obliged also with advice on library procedure. When Dr. Edward 
Trudeau established at Saranac Lake in 1894 the laboratory where the first 
immunity experiments in tuberculosis in America were to be performed, he 
realized that ‘‘a good Library should form a most important item in doing the 
work there,’ and accordingly he sought the assistance of Dr. Billings. Like- 
wise Melvil Dewey, Chief Librarian of Columbia College Library and father 
of the Dewey Decimal System so dear to the hearts of many librarians, con- 
ceded the eminence of Billings in matters of classification, and wrote on 17 
April 1886 requesting the nomenclature of disease prepared by the Royal 
College of Physicians at London 


and I believe adopted for Army use here. Can you send me two copies of the last ed? I shall 
send you in a few days a proof of our medicine class. for you to criticize. 


8 See the article by Thomas E. Keys in Archives of Physical Medicine 26 (1945) 549-557. 

®Thomas Bartholin, Opuscula nova anatomica de lacteis thoracicis et lymphaticis vasis 
(Hafniae, 1670); Jakob Reinhold Spielmann, Institutiones materiae medicae. . . (Argentorati, 
1774). 

10 In the Spielmann the word “Proprietor” is omitted. 

1 His handwritten letter of 3 February 1894. 
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With a manof the caliber of Billings it is sometimes difficult to separate requests 
made for his collaboration in the capacity of Librarian from those which had 
a more personal tenor. Both types were certainly involved in the assistance 
which he rendered to Dr. William Pepper in the early issues of The Philadelphia 
Medical Times. Dr. Pepper as Editor desired e.g. “the most fresh, full and 
authentic news in regard to our medico-military movements,”’” and he received 
such items regularly from Billings. He also desired and received from him con- 
tributions of a non-military nature, and one of these, published for a very good 
reason without ascription to Billings, I think we may now, some eighty years 
later, assign irrevocably to its rightful perpetrator. In the fall of 1870 Billings 
sent to Dr. Pepper a short and sarcastic burlesque on the practices of certain 
microscopists of that day. Dr. Pepper, who liked the piece but thought it dan- 
gerous, replied on 27 November as follows: 


I am greatly at a loss in writing you this letter and have postponed it accordingly. I can give 
you no idea of how clever I thought the burlesque you sent me, and I am inclined to believe 
that such a criticism might be of more service in deterring the hasty, crude, and extravagant 
observations of some microscopists, than a more elaborate refutation of their errors. Still it 
seemed to me that I ought to hesitate about publishing it in Te Medical Times from fear that 
its object might be misunderstood and the article construed as casting personal ridicule upon 
those whose scientific ... work is aimed at... . I read the burlesque to those of the Editorial 
Committee of the Journal, of course without alluding in the most distant way even to its 
source, and the contradictory advice they gave after hearing it convinced me that the effect 
produced by the publication of the article would be equally varied. They all cried “capital,” 
but then hesitated and doubted whether its appearance would not be construed as a harsh 
personality towards several microscopists. If the Times has 1500 subscribers, it could not ap- 
pear too soon. .. . But I fear it would be impolite to publish it in a new Journal just making its 
way. You will not, I am quite sure, misunderstand me in what I have said: the only thing I 
have to ask is that if you do not intend to send it to some other Journal, you will permit me 
to keep the MS so that I may be able to publish it when it appears safe to do so. 


Such the trials and tribulations of an editor. By January" of the following year 
Dr. Pepper, ‘more femineo,” had changed his mind and even requested other 
articles on points which admitted of treatment in the same way and spirit. 
The item, entitled ‘‘Microscopical Memoranda. By Dr. Newlenz,” appeared in 
the issue for 1 March 1871, page 200. The following paragraph, which is typical, 
will make clear the reason for Dr. Pepper’s original misgivings: 


Exp. 3.—Two ounces of water, containing, among other things, Gemiasma, Euglena, Podura 
nivalis, Micrococcus, Cryptococcus, Arthrococcus, and an entirely new and original coccus,— 
viz., Newlenziacoccus,—were drunk, by mistake, by a friend of the author. For twenty-four 
hours he was afflicted with a conglomerated epidemic which presented nearly every symptom 
described in Da Costa’s Manual. Cryptogamismus is the only appropriate term for his con- 
dition. 


To return to the Library proper, it goes without saying that the mighty 


2 His handwritten letter to Billings of 19 October 1870. 
13 Dr. Pepper’s handwritten letters of 10 and 31 January 1871 to Billings. 
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quadrumvirate at The Johns Hopkins Hospital leaned heavily on the resources 
which Billings and his successors offered. Dr. Welch wrote frequently for books 
either for his own use or for such display purposes as the Centennial Exhibition 
of the Medico-Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland.“ Dr. Halsted requested vol- 
umes and references on various subjects,'® and in one letter '® recounted to 
Billings the operative procedure on a patient whom Billings had sent to him. 
Dr. Kelly borrowed in particular, as might be suspected by anyone who knows 
his work, accounts of ovariotomies, books on medical illustrations, and biogra- 
phies of American physicians.” We can echo all too well today the sentences 
which he wrote on 17 September 1910 to Dr. Walter W. McCaw, Librarian: 


I hope you have had a wireless holiday. Solitude will soon be at a premium. 


And of course Dr. Osler, whose correspondence with the Library had been fre- 
quent even in the Montreal period,'* and was as often advantageous to it as 
helpful to him, continued his lettersfrom Baltimore and later, I need hardly add, 
from Oxford.'® “Bring a club with you on your next visit,” he writes to Billings 
on 18 February 1890, 


& pummel me well. What an aggravating devil I am! Yes, do order the book & make me pay 
double for it, if possible. 


Again, on 20 July 1890, 


Sorry to worry a busy man, but I would like very much to know when the vital statistics of 
the census of 1890 will be available. I wish particularly to refer to such questions as tubercu- 
losis among the Indians. 


The letter of 25 September 1902 to Dr. Fletcher, requesting material on William 
Beaumont, must have awakened at the Library memories of Osler’s frustrated 
efforts to obtain for the Army Medical Museum, in 1880, the stomach of Alexis 
St. Martin. His interest in the case had continued through the intervening years, 
and on 4 October 1902 he gave in St. Louis the well-known address on Beau- 
mont.”° 


4 See e.g. his handwritten letters of 2 May 1887 and 23 November 1891 to Dr. Billings; of 
27 April 1897 to Dr. D. L. Huntington; of 8 May 1899 to Dr. J. C. Merrill. With a letter of 
20 January 1894 he forwarded various reprints to Dr. Billings, and on 5 December 1906 he 
wrote to Dr. Robert Fletcher regarding the Sargent portrait. 

18 His handwritten letters of 17 December 1889, 18 January 1893, 3 March 1894, 28 May 
1904. 

16 16 June 1894. 

17 See e.g. his letters of 13 February 1905; 1 March and 27 September 1909; 3 January, 
17 July, and 6 November 1911. 

18 See his handwritten letters to Dr. Fletcher and Dr. Billings written from Montreal on 
28 September 1881; 22 January, 1 May, 4 August, and 4 October 1883. 

19 His typewritten letter of 17 July 1908 to Dr. Fletcher. 

20 J.4.M.A. 39 (1902) 1223. 
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There was a post-graduate student.at The Johns Hopkins Hospital whom the 
Library served well and whom it delights to honor especially in this year 1951, 
the centenary of his birth. Walter Reed was engaged in 1891 in a study of the 
so-called lymphoid nodules of the liver in typhoid fever.*! Nothing could be 
more simple, more straightforward than his handwritten request of 15 Septem- 
ber for items on typhus and typhoid fever to assist him in this, his first original 
scientific investigation. The endorsement which the letter carries does not ex- 
actly lessen its value, and from our vantage point today, as we view the progress 
of American medicine since 1891, we read it with a peculiar pride: 


Librarian, SGO. Sir: I beg to enclose herewith a list of books which I desire to consult. Prof. 
Osler, in the absence of Dr. Hurd, has kindly endorsed the order. Very respectfully, Walter 
Reed, Capt. & Asst. Surgn. U.S.A. 


Two years later he was detailed as curator of the Army Medical Museum, and 
in 1902 he filled for those few short tragic days the post of Librarian. 

Walter Reed leads us to the tropics and so to the man by whom his crowning 
demonstration was put into effective and even triumphant practice. All through 
the campaign in Panama against yellow fever and other diseases William C. 
Gorgas, Chief Sanitary Officer, was requesting for himself and for the Ancon 
Hospital the loan of journals and monographs from the Library of the Surgeon 
General’s Office.” Walter Reed leads us also to a non-military physician who 
fought yellow fever and who, now 91 years young, is an outstanding example of 
the services rendered by Dr. Billings and his staff. In the earlier days of Louisi- 
ana medicine, when New Orleans could not yet boast the splendid medical 
library over which one of our Honorary Consultants presides today, Dr. Ru- 
dolph Matas found it necessary to resort repeatedly to materials in Washington. 
A list of references on periodicity in disease,” information on the opinions held 
by German anatomists regarding the caecum,” bibliographies on traumatic 
and idiopathic aneurysms of the vertebral artery”> were sent to him. He bor- 
rowed books on the system of a monetary deposit, and on his visits to Washing- 
ton he was allowed to take volumes to his hotel overnight and on occasion to 
carry them home to New Orleans for further use. The letters which I quote for 


21 The article which resulted was published in The Johns Hopkins Hospital Reports 5 (1895) 
379-396. 

2 See e.g. his typewritten letters of 23 March and 27 May 1905; 28 September, 11 Novem- 
ber, 28 November, and 19 December 1910; 17 April, 23 August, 26 October, and 18 November 
1911; 12 March 1913. Earlier letters of 2 December 1903 and 14 January 1904, to Dr. McCaw, 
concern publications which he presented to the Library. In one of 29 February 1904, written 
to Major Jefferson R. Kean and forwarded to Dr. McCaw, he asks for 300 copies of an article 
of his. This was probably A few general directions with regard to destroying mosquitoes, particu- 
larly the yellow fever mosquito, published by the Government Printing Office in 1904. 

23 See his handwritten letters of 24 May and 10 June 1886. 

24 His handwritten letter of 7 May 1887. 

*5 His handwritten letter of 26 July 1888. 
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you now, with his gracious permission,”® are unsurpassed in the Army Medical 
Library, and I think in most other libraries, for their sense of responsibility and 
their conscientiousness. The first, a carbon under date of 21 September 1893, 
is addressed to Mr. Philip Deutsch, Sup’t., Metropolitan Police, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and reads in part: 


I presume you will recognize my name as that of a passenger on the Mann Boudoir Car “OAK- 
WOOD,” Queen & Crescent Route, Train No. 3, who on the evening of the 13th inst. was 
robbed of two valises while the train was stopping at the Cinn. Hamilton & Dayton Crossing, 
in the limits of Cincinnatti. . . . One of these valises was a cheap new “telescope” Grey canvass 
valise held with leather straps, which contained a light overcoat and two cut-away coats, .. . 
a bundle of freshly laundried shirts, linen underwear. . . . The loss of this valise is of compari- 
tively little consequence to me and I would not even mention it were it not that through this 
description some clue may be gained that may put your detectives on the track of the other 
valise, which was a medium sized hand valise, of very cheap imitation leather, new, which 
contained a number of periodicals such as Scribners, The Century Magazines and Ethical 
Review (for September) the Illustrated American and other lesser papers, but most important 
among the contents were the three following medical works which had been borrowed from the 
Surgeon General’s Library at Washington, D.C. and which by the rules of the Library should 
be returned in two weeks. 


He lists the books, and stresses the third one, 


which is a medical review published in Spanish, at Santiago, Chile, South America. . . which 
it will be most difficult to replace. . . . I would beg of you therefore to use all your endeavors 
in securing this one book... . 


This carbon was enclosed in an anxious letter to Dr. Billings dated 5 October 
1893 in which the particulars of the loss were repeated: 


I...had left my sleeping section only a few minutes to go to the smoking room when I was 
informed by the passengers in a neighboring compartment that two thieves had been seen 
running off with two valises which had been stolen from my section. The train had stopped at 
the crossing (about 8:30 p.m.) and the thieves had stood on the “truss bar” of the sleeper, thus 
securing a convenient foothold by which they could see into my section and seize the two 
valises before any one could interfere with their action. 

I immediately notified the conductor who called the local passenger agent. . . but it was too 
late. Thefts had been committed before in this very crossing & the thieves were experts at the 
work. I immediately offered a reward to the yardmaster and had telegrams sent to the R. R. 
authorities and the Chief of Police of Cincinnatti. On my return here [New Orleans] I called 
at once on our Chief of Police. . . who officially communicated the particulars of the robbery 
to the Cincinnatti authorities. .. . 

The Chilean review (Revista Medica de Chile, for 1878-9 vol. VII) gives me the greatest 
concern as I know how difficult it is to secure complete files of a medical journal, as far back as 
1878, and especially in a country which has been so badly upset by war as Chile. I have offered 
a special reward for this book alone & I am advertising now for it in Cincinnatti, hoping that 
it may still turn up in some second hand book store... . 


26 Obtained through Miss Mary Louise Marshall, Honorary Consultant to the Army Med- 
ical Library and Librarian of the Rudolph Matas Medical Library. 
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The letter ends with a paragraph which testifies eloquently to the true worth of 
the Library’s services: 


I can assure you that I have been especially pained that the loss should have come through me, 
not so much because of the money involved, but almost entirely because of the unfortunate 
effect that occurrences such as this may have on the liberal policy of yourself and other real 
friends of medical culture who in the management of the magnificent Surgeon General’s 
Library have done so much to place its literary resources within the reach of distant readers. 
There are few medical men who have appreciated more gratefully than myself the beneficent 
privilege that has permitted the Surgeon General’s Library to become, to a certain extent, a 
circulating library and in this way one of the most generous and potent factors in the cultiva- 
tion of medical erudition in this country, therefore no one can be more sensitive to any occur- 
rences that could be in any manner interpreted as a reflection on the wisdom of the Library’s 
management. I can only repeat my profound regret and my willingness to repair the loss by 
any means at my command. 


Billings replied with words of comfort, and eventually second copies of the 
items were procured. Would that all borrowers in all libraries, public and pri- 
vate, were as conscientious about borrowed books as is Dr. Matas! 

You will long since have observed that this paper has failed to abide by the 
three classical unities of time, place, and action. I shall end it now with a letter 
addressed to an individual who has not yet appeared on our stage. It concerns 
no great medical discovery, no assistance rendered by the Library to a labora- 
tory worker. And yet its influence on the profession of medicine, on the range 


of a physician’s interests, on the reputation of the Library will be recognized at 
once by everyone present here. The date-line is War Department, Surgeon 
General’s Office, Washington, March 14, 1891; the signature Chas. R. Greenleaf, 
Major and Surgeon, U. S. Army; the addressee Mr. Fielding H. Garrison, Pres- 
ent; and the text 


Mr. Fielding H. Garrison, clerk at $1000 per annum, is hereby assigned to duty in the Museum 
and Library Division of this office, and will report in person without delay to Major John S. 
Billings, Surgeon, U. S. Army, in charge of that Division, for duty. 





Plans for a Check-List of 
Medical Americana* 


By RosBert B. AUSTIN 


Assistant Chief, Reference Division 
Army Medical Library 


= the Director of the Library asked me to continue with the 
task of compiling a check-list of the pre-1821 American medical imprints in a 
form that would be suitable for publication when completed. This has been a 
subject I have been interested in for some time, and it is, therefore, timely and 
gratifying to me in particular to have this opportunity to tell you how the 
Library became interested in such a check-list, as well as the plan for carrying 
out the assignment, what has been done so far toward its development, and how 
it will differ from other bibliographies or published catalogs. Above all, however, 
I wish to ask for your good counsel and cooperation in what we hope will prove 
to be a useful tool for all who may have occasion to refer to the earliest medical 
writings published in this country. 

There are in existence numerous sources reflecting the output of medical 
writing within the early American period. For example, there are general reviews 
with particular discussion of the important contributions made by the early 
medical men. Gross', Billings’, Yandell*®, Osler*, and Triibner® all reveal inter- 
esting background and pertinent data on the material destined for inclusion in 
our check-list. The New York Academy of Medicine’s Catalogue of an Exhibition 
of Early and Later Medical Americana® is a useful guide for some of the most 
important items to be listed. Aside from Evans’ monumental and scholarly 
American Bibliography’, there are several existing sources pertaining to the 
first books printed in America. There are, also, special catalogs of libraries, com- 
pilations of imprints limited to regions, cities, and date coverage. Probably the 
most inclusive of all bibliographic surveys is the American Imprints Inventory 
now being integrated into the Union Catalog at the Library of Congress. As far 
as we know, however, there never has been published a complete listing of the 
pre-1821 American medical imprints. Here at the Army Medical Library we 
have long felt the need for such a listing. It would provide a supplement to 
Evans and would help bridge the existing gap between that catalog and Roor- 
bach’. From the Index-Catalogue it has been known generally that the Library’s 
collection contains a good representation of medical Americana. Several years 


* Read at the Eighth Annual Meeting of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library, Washington, D. C., October 26, 1951. 
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ago, some interest was shown in listing our early American publications bearing 
pre-1821 imprint dates. That is the period represented from the earliest Colonial 
settlements ‘‘down to the end of what we consider the first period of American 
National literature.”® A check-list of our holdings for these years would reveal 
the true extent of what we have, and it might give a more accurate idea of the 
total output of books, pamphlets, and theses of medical significance which 
actually did emanate from the first presses in this country. Because of the in- 
adequate card records and the fact that the material itself was so widely scat- 
tered throughout the Library, the attempt to compile a list was abandoned as 
a time-consuming and costly venture we could ill afford to undertake. It was 
not until 1945 that the plan was revived. In that year part of my duties con- 
sisted of checking dealers’ catalogs for possible purchases for our History of 
Medicine Division in Cleveland. There was a slow and repetitious routine to this 
checking which did not always prove conclusively in the end whether we did or 
did not have some of the items offered for sale in early Americana. It seemed 
apparent that we needed a list arranged chronologically. Such a list would not 
only provide a quick method of checking what we had but it would at the same 
time provide a means of detecting “variants” and faulty bibliographic de- 
scriptions that now and then creep into the trade catalogs. In addition, some of 
the prices quoted for the items listed by dealers seemed prohibitive. Having one 
concise source to determine the existence as well as the locations of other copies 
and editions would provide helpful information in evaluating such offers. With 
these thoughts in mind, we began to consider again the desirability of having 
available a check-list incorporating all of these features, and in February 1946 
work on the check-list was started. All books, pamphlets, and theses bearing the 
pre-1821 American imprint date, as printed in the /ndex-Catalogue, were to be 
selected and a card typed for each entry as basic work copy. By the end of May 
1947, when the checking of the Index-Catalogue was discontinued with volume 
eleven of the Second Series, 1500 cards had been typed. Aside from these cards 
we have 485 entries selected from Evans’ American Bibliography. 

Plans now call for the further development of this basic list and for making 
it available to others outside the Library in published form. At present, we think 
full author and complete title entry is most desirable. The main body of the 
list will be arranged chronologically by imprint date. Books, pamphlets, theses, 
and broadsides will be included. We plan to interpret ‘American,’ for inclusion 
of imprint entries, to mean continental United States. Locations for copies in the 
larger libraries will be given. A special attempt will be made to give locations 
for exceedingly rare material or unique copies in all instances. Two other impor- 
tant features will be author and subject indexes. 

Checking of the Jndex-Catalogue has been resumed and when it is completed 
published catalogs of other libraries will be searched for medical titles within 
the date scope of our work. We then hope to prepare short lists and send them 
to other libraries for checking. This is one place where we will have to depend on 
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your help—especially from libraries outside of Washington where collections 
contain a sufficient number of American imprints to make checking feasible. 
For example, Mr. Clarence Brigham, Director of the American Antiquarian 
Society, in Worcester, Mass., estimates that the library of that Society con- 
tains some 2,000 entries or between 80 and 85 per cent of the total number of 
imprints to be included in our list when it is completed; and he has assured us 
already of his personal interest and full cooperation in the project. In fact, Mr. 
Brigham has had a similar plan in mind for many years. Recognizing the need 
for this kind of an approach to the early medical imprints of this country, he 
was instrumental in having considerable ground work accomplished on it by 
Dr. Fallon of Worcester, now deceased, and his secretary, who assembled data 
from Evans and the first series of the Index-Catalogue, and he is arranging for 
us to make use of the information already gathered. We have undertaken the 
task because we are confident that the data assembled will be of considerable 
interest and of practical use to others, provided it can be made available in 
published form. The job will require much time and painstaking care in order 
to make the finished work a reliable and worthy contribution to medical bibliog- 
graphy. 

As I have said previously, we must depend on outside assistance to attain 
that goal. Some of you present this afternoon either direct or are a vital force 
in libraries where the collections are rich in medical Americana. There are a few 
here, too, who are private collectors in this field or who have a special interest 
in the period to be covered in our list. From these, in particular, we ask for 
encouragement, guidance, and cooperation. 

It is difficult at this time to predict how long it will take to complete the 
assignment given me, since this work must, necessarily, be only a part of my 
regular duties. I can assure you, however, that every effort will be made to 
complete the list as quickly as is possible without sacrificing the quality we 
hope to attain. In any event I will feel justly rewarded for my efforts if, after 
publication, no one is able to find any “ghosts” lurking between its covers. 
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The Future of Science Libraries® 


By Dr. C. E. SuNDERLIN 


Deputy Director, National Science 
Foundation, Washington, D.C. 


[| = are commonly considered to be repositories of books and 
periodicals. However, libraries are more than simply storehouses. It is true 
that they function as places where information of infinite variety is stored, but 
the fact that in addition to being stored it is accessible for use is the important 
factor. Any seeker for knowledge, any student of the arts and sciences of man- 
kind, finds in libraries those sources of information which are necessary for his 
background of knowledge and learning; and more important, he finds there 
stimulation to new thoughts and new ideas which are important in a progressive 
society. 


THE PROBLEM OF GROWTH 


The present problems of the research library arise from the following: (a) 
exponential growth and the physical problem of storage; (b) the appearance of 
the technical document as a new form of scientific literature, in addition to 
scientific periodicals and scientific books; and (c) the necessity of finding new 
methods for the accession, abstracting, and distribution of scientific papers. 
The frightening rate of growth of libraries is indicated by the fact that the total 
number of volumes in the principal university libraries doubles roughly every 
10 to 30 years. The library at the University of Illinois was, fora time, doubling 
every 10 years, and now, with over 2,000,000 volumes, has dropped to a dou- 
bling time of approximately 20 years. At the University of Illinois, the library 
budget is now 3% of the total university budget. If one extrapolates, with due 
consideration for every possible factor and understanding that library budgets 
are not in direct proportion to library holdings, it appears that by the year 2000 
the Illinois Library will contain 8,500,000 volumes and its budget will be 11% of 
the total university budget. As Professor Louis Ridenour states, “It is tech- 
nology that has got the library into its present difficulty and only technology 
offers any promise of getting it out again.” 


PROBLEMS OF SCIENTIFIC COMMUNICATION 


In considering libraries from the point of view of the scientific user rather than 
the librarian, one is confronted at once with the problems of scientific com- 


* Read at the 8th Annual Meeting of the Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library, Washington 25, D.C., October 26, 1951. 
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munication. Some of these problems can be illustrated by a brief description of 
the stacking and cataloguing system of a famous university library. In England, 
at the Cambridge University Library, a system developed several generations 
ago has continued with only slight modification over the years. This catalogue 
system is basically an author index, compiled not on cards but in great ledgers 
in which the author entries are listed. No complete subject index exists. The 
system has obvious limitations for the scientist, particularly the undergraduate, 
who does not already know the names of the men in the field, and is not already 
fully conversant with the literature. The system of stacking is even more 
remarkable. It is based, first on date of accession; secondly, size of book; and 
thirdly, it has been alleged, by color. 

For many years first rate scientific work has poured out of Cambridge in a 
steady stream, but to what extent has an antiquated library system reduced the 
flow? It seems clear that with present scientific manpower shortages and the 
increasing volume of scientific literature better systems are called for. 

The present quantity of periodical publication in science passes all compre- 
hension. Actually, no very good estimate exists as to the total volume. In 1949 
at one of the UNESCO conferences on indexing and abstracting the figure of 
1.85 million articles per year was given. Of these, approximately one million 
were said to have lasting value, and it was estimated that about half of the 
latter were indexed or abstracted in any form or language. Thus every year 
about 500,000 papers considered to have significant scientific value are in effect 
lost. It goes without saying that a large proportion of this material may be of 
limited or ephemeral value. One of the urgent problems facing the librarians is 
to develop better methods for separating the wheat from the chaff. 

Many efforts have been made to apply machines and other modern methods 
to library problems. The widespread use of microfilm and microcards has done 
a great deal to simplify storage and distribution. Machines have also been 
useful to some extent in improving the mechanics of processing and printing 
abstracts, indexes, and bibliographies. One particularly effective system is now 
used by the Navy Research Section of the Library of Congress, the Central 
Air Documents Office, the Atomic Energy Commission, and the National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. Master catalogue and abstract cards are 
prepared on all scientific reports issued by these agencies and by properly 
masking and overlapping the master cards it is possible to make page forms for 
photo-offset reproduction. Abstract journals, bibliographies, and other reference 
guides are prepared in this way. At the beginning of the year the Library 
of Congress started to publish a monthly list of new serial titles. This is done 
largely by card sorting and printing machinery, and the Library hopes even- 
tually to process all periodicals on this basis and to maintain a current union 
list on punch cards. 

Although a great deal of attention has been given to it, the problem of litera- 
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ture searching has not yet been successfully adapted to machines. The rapid 
selector developed under the guidance of Dr. Ralph Shaw, librarian of the 
Department of Agriculture, is an engineering embodiment of an idea proposed 
by Dr. Vannevar Bush, to be discussed more fully later. It is a device which 
operates by a combination of electronics and photography and will search coded 
items on film at the rate of several thousand per minute. Selected items are 
photographed and the searcher is rewarded with a film giving him a small 
handful of desired items selected from the thousands that have been searched. 

The recent opening of the Midwest Library Center may be a landmark in 
effective utilization and distribution of science literature. In this case a central 
repository library serves several large midwestern libraries. The center keeps 
holdings of important but little-used books and periodicals as well as copies of 
rare materials. In this way valuable shelf space is made available in the member 
libraries and accession budgets tend to go further since duplicate purchasing 
is avoided. In connection with centers of this type it may be well to mention 
the rapid facsimile reading and transmitting device developed by RCA for the 
Atomic Energy Commission. This apparatus will scan material, send it over the 
telephone line, and print a facsimile at the receiving end at the rate of 120 square 
inches per minute. In actual tests at Oak Ridge requests for articles from bound 
volumes in the central library received from outlying laboratories were on the 
wire within four minutes. The establishment of central libraries over the coun- 
try plus the use of facsimile transmission may cause a revolution in library 
distribution methods. 


A CHALLENGE TO MEDICAL RESEARCH 


One of the problems which is seldom mentioned when discussing the future 
uses of science libraries is that of improving an individual’s perception of and 
memory for words and ideas. 

Along with psychological advances in our knowledge of how an individual 
learns and remembers a fact or idea, there have been remarkable advances in 
our understanding of the mechanism of the visual process. It is now known, for 
example, that the visual process involves complicated oxidation-reduction 
systems. Much of the chemistry of rod vision has been elucidated by Wald, 
Hecht, and others. Visual purple, or rhodopsin, is bleached by light with the 
formation of retinene; the latter in turn may be synthesized from vitamin A. 
Apparently a “latent image” is formed prior to bleaching, for exposure of the 
retina to light leads almost instantly to electrical responses in the optic nerve 

We still know little, however, about the mechanism of transmission from the 
rods and cones of the retina to the nerve endings of the optic nerve. We know 
perhaps less about the mechanism of transmission of these impulses along the 
optic nerve to the appropriate center of the brain. We have finally come to learn 
that the nerve impulses are electrical in nature and move with a velocity which 
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may be as high as one hundred meters per second. A considerable body of facts 
has been accumulated as to the transmission of nerve impulses as a result of 
research performed by Adrian, Hartline, Hill, Gasser, Erlanger, and others. It 
is possible that the actual process of transmission is ionic in nature and is related 
to the different diffusion velocities of the sodium and potassium ions of the 
nerve cells and membranes. 

Lastly, but by no means less important, we know practically nothing as to 
the storage mechanism for these facts and ideas in the human brain. Is there 
really an analogy between the brain and one of the huge electronic computers 
which can store “bits” of information, and, when suitably activated, use that 
bit of information in a logical sequence of operations? Is the memory storage 
process purely physical? What is responsible for memory “‘decay”? How are 
facts relegated to what is called our subconscious? Can the human being, with 
further precise knowledge as to the mechanism of storage and transmission of 
information to the brain, improve that process and in so doing provide for a 
different basis for the storage of knowledge than the customary book? 

Here, then, is a realm of medical research in which the mysteries are legion 
and the fruits of discovery will be of infinite interest and value. 

The conjectures of Aldous Huxley! concerning the learning process in the 
year 632 A.F. (After Ford) may be amusing in contrast. He visualized his 
“Brave New World” as able to dispense with libraries, in the conventional sense. 
The usual laborious process of learning by means of books had been replaced 


by hypnopaedia, or sleep-teaching. He describes it as follows: 


“ «And this,’ said the Provost a moment later, ‘is the Hypnopaedic Control Room.’ 

‘‘Hundreds of synthetic music boxes, one for each dormitory, stood ranged in shelves around 
three sides of the room; pigeon-holed on the fourth were the paper sound-track rolls on which 
the various hypnopaedic lessons were printed. 

‘* ‘You slip the roll in here,’ explained Bernard, interrupting Dr. Gaffney, ‘press down this 
switch. . .’ 

“« ‘No, not that one,’ corrected the Provost, annoyed. 

“‘ «That one, then. The roll unwinds. The selenium cells transform the light impulses into 
sound waves, and...’ 

“«*And there you are,’ Dr. Gaffney concluded. 

“ ‘Do they read Shakespeare?’ asked the Savage as they walked, on their way to the Bio- 
chemical Laboratories, past the School Library. 

“ ‘Certainly not,’ said the Head Mistress, blushing. 

“ ‘Our library,’ said Dr. Gaffney, ‘contains only books of reference. If our young people 
need distraction, they can get it at the feelies. We don’t encourage them to indulge in any 
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solitary amusements. 
THE SCIENCE LIBRARY IN THE YEAR 2000 


Viewed through the eyes of the practical man and the optimist, the library 
of the year 2000 takes on the form of a research tool of super-efficiency from 
which all the drudgery of scholarship has mercifully been removed. 


1‘Brave New World,’ N. Y., Doubleday, 1932. 
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Current attacks on the problems of storage and communication of scientific 
information may ultimately reduce the library problem to workable dimensions. 
Our learning and memory processes may in time be revolutionized as a result 
of fundamental discoveries in medical research. As these things happen, though, 
we ought to look again at the provocative suggestion of Dr. Bush, concerning 
the fascinating library device of the future, for which he coined the intriguing 
name ‘‘memex.’”” This suggestion has catalyzed recent research on the rapid 
selector which was described above. 


“A memex,” says Dr. Bush, “is a device in which an individual stores all his books, records, 
and communications, and which is mechanized so that it may be consulted with exceeding 
speed and flexibility. It is an enlarged intimate supplement to his memory. 

“Tt consists of a desk, and while it can presumably be operated from a distance, it is primar- 
ily the piece of furniture at which he works. On the top are slanting translucent screens, on 
which material can be projected for coavenient reading. There is a keyboard, and sets of but- 
tons and levers. Otherwise it looks like an ordinary desk.” 


The machine’s capacity for storing material is practically limitless because of 
improved microfilm. Material of all sorts can be recorded—books, pictures, 
periodicals, newspapers, correspondence, and so on. There is also provision for 
the user to insert his own material, memoranda, notes, and so on. 

In using this highly efficient machine, one would strike the code on the key- 
board, and the title page of the book desired would be projected onto one of the 
viewing positions. Several references can be brought into view at the same time, 
and provision is made for the user to add new marginal notes and comments 
with a stylus such as one sees in the telautograph in banks and railroad stations. 

The really striking feature of memex, however, is its ability to select auto- 
matically all relative items on a given subject. The user equips the machine 
to perform these useful functions by what Dr. Bush calls “building a trail.” 
After describing the method by which the user codes related items in order to 
produce a trail, Dr. Bush visualizes it in action as follows: 


“The owner of the memex, let us say, is interested in the origin and properties of the bow 
and arrow. Specifically he is studying why the short Turkish bow was apparently superior to 
the English long bow in the skirmishes of the Crusades. He has dozens of possibly pertinent 
books and articles in his memex. First he runs through an encyclopedia, finds an interesting 
but sketchy article, leaves it projected. Next, in a history, he finds another pertinent item, and 
ties the two together. Thus he goes, building a trail of many items. Occasionally he inserts a 
comment of his own, either linking it into the main trail or joining it by a side trail to a particu- 
lar item. When it becomes evident that the elastic properties of available materials had a great 
deal to do with the bow, he branches off on a side trail which takes him through textbooks on 
elasticity and tables of physical constants. He inserts a page of longhand analysis of his own. 
Thus he builds a trail of his interest through the maze of materials available to him. 

‘“‘And his trails do not fade. Several years later, his talk with a friend turns to the queer 
ways in which a people resist innovations, even of vital interest. He has an example, in the 
fact that the outranged Europeans still failed to adopt the Turkish bow. In fact he has a trail 


2*As We May Think,’ Aflantic Monthly, 176: 101-8, July 1945. 
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on it. A touch brings up the code book. Tapping a few keys projects the head of the trail. A 
lever runs through it at will, stopping at interesting items, going off on side excursions. It is an 
interesting trail, pertinent to the discussion. So he sets a reproducer in action, photographs the 
whole trail out, and passes it to his friend for insertion in his own memex, there to be linked 
into the more general trail.” 


The possibilities of this intriguing device are practically endless. Dr. Bush 
mentions several, including its possibilities for the medical profession, as fol- 
lows: 


“The physician, puzzled by a patient’s reactions, strikes the trail established in studying 
an earlier similar case, and runs rapidly through analogous case histories, with side references 
to the classics for the pertinent anatomy and histology.” 


If one is tempted to fear that Dr. Bush’s Utopian gadget is altogether too 
good to be true, he will do well to consider that to the inventor of the differential 
analyzer and the co-inventor of the self-justifying typewriter such a machine 
is not out of the realm of the possible at all. In any event, this interesting con- 
ception brings home to us once again the exciting possibilities which may be- 
come a reality if the scientist and the engineer begin to apply to their own in- 
formation problems some of the ingenious thinking that they have applied to 
- the problems of others. 

Some may fear that our preoccupation with mechanical devices will even- 
tually create another Frankenstein’s monster that will again turn and rend us. 


However, there is probably no one of us who does not believe that books and 
their messages for the human mind and heart will survive, in the same way as 
the inscription on the portal of the library at Alexandria, Egypt, “Medicine for 
the Mind,” has survived long after the library and its books have disappeared 
into the dust of the ages. 





National and International 


Pharmacopoeias 
A Checklist 


COMPILED BY Mrs. IRENE Macy STRIEBY 


Librarian of the Lilly Research Laboratories 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


AND Marjory C. SPENCER, 
Bibliographer, Army Medical Library, Washington, D. C. 


‘in checklist was compiled at the suggestion of the Army Medical Library 
staff and originally distributed in January 1950 to several persons known to be 
interested in the project. Suggestions were received from Miss Ethel Wigmore, 
Librarian, World Health Organization; Miss Agnes Lothian, Librarian, The 
Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain; Dr. George Urdang, Director, Amer- 
ican Institute of the History of Pharmacy; Mrs. Jane P. Fales, Librarian, Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, University of California; Miss Wilma Troxel, Librarian, 
Library of Medical Sciences, University of Illinois; Miss Hester Meigs, Cata- 
loger, Air Development Force; Miss Janet Doe, Librarian, New York Academy 
of Medicine; Mr. Allen Ring, Librarian, Mallinckrodt Chemical Works; Mrs. 
Elizabeth Johnson, Librarian, Philadelphia College of Pharmacy; Dr. Ricardo 
Galbis, Oficina Cientifica Lilly, S. A., Havana, Cuba; Miss Winifred P. Sewell, 
Librarian, The Squibb Institute for Medical Research. 

The original list included many supplementary reference books, such as 
formularies, dispensatories, codices, and dictionaries of pharmaceutical special- 
ties. These have been omitted since it was impossible to obtain a complete list 
for all countries. However, several countries having no pharmacopoeias do have 
national formularies. Two of these formularies are: Canadian Formulary, pub- 
lished by the Canadian Pharmaceutical Association, 1950, and the Australian 
and New Zealand Pharmaceutical Formulary, published by the Pharmaceutical 
Association of Australia and New Zealand, 1947. There is also The Indian Phar- 
macopoeial List, 1946, published by the Department of Health, Government 
of India, which supplements but does not replace the British Pharmacopoeia in 
India. 

No library in the United States is known to have all the national pharma- 
copoeias listed here. For this reason, it was thought that a compilation, which 
would serve as a union list as well as a buying guide, would be useful. However, 
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since information was obtained on the holdings of a few libraries only, the 
publication of a union list was abandoned. If desired, such a list might be com- 
piled in the future. On the other hand, all obtainable information which might 
make the checklist an effective buying guide has been included. 

Since the data came from many sources, which were occasionally at variance, 
it is extremely likely that there are errors in the list; we welcome their being 
brought to our attention for possible future publication. 

References, which will provide further reading on the subject, have been 
appended to the main list. 


International 


Pharmacopoea Internationales. Ed. 1. International Pharmacopoeia. Ist 
Ed. Geneva, World Health Organization, 1951. V. 1. 35/-, $5.00, Sw. 
fr. 20.-. 


Available also in French and Spanish editions. 


The second volume will appear at the end of 1951. 


Argentina 


Farmacopea Nacional Argentina. Codex Medicamentarius Argentino. 3. Ed. 
Buenos Aires. G. Kraft, 1943. 881 p. 160 pesos. 


There is a Comisién de la Farmacopea Argentina, which was created in a 
permanent capacity under the Direccién Nacional de Salud Publica, by Decree 
No. 17, 170/45 of July 31, 1945. It is charged with bringing up to date the 
Argentine pharmacopoeia and is to prepare a new edition every five years. 


Austria 


Pharmacopoea Austriaca. Ed. 8. Vienna, Caes. Reg. Aulae et Imperii Typo- 
graphia, 1906. 485 p. 


A new edition is in preparation under the Pharmakopoekommission, Vorsitz, 
Dr. L. Fuchs, Institut der Universitat Wien, Wahringerstrasse 25, Wien 9. 


Belgium 


Pharmacopée Belge. 4. Ed. Bruxelles, Institut Cartographique Militaire, 
1930. 754 p. 


[Premier Supplément] 1939. 234 p. 


The fourth edition had long been out of print but it has been re-edited and the 
corrections of the supplement have been introduced in the body of the volume. 
This printing can be obtained from Ministére de la Santé Publique, Inspection 
des Pharmaciens Bruxelles, for 300 francs. The Dutch edition of the Pharma- 
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copée belge and its supplement, forming two separate volumes, can be had for 
the same price. 


The second supplement will come from press toward the end of 1951. Annales 
pharmaceutiques belges, 1951, 2: 502. 


Brazil 
Codigo Pharmaceutico Brasileiro. Pharmacopeia dos Estados Unidos do Brasil. 
[1. Ed.] Sao Paulo, Companhia Editora Nacional [1929]. 1149 p. 129 
cruzeiros. 


Primeiro e Segundo Supplementos da Farmacopéia [sic]. Rio de 
Janeiro, Gazeta da Farmfcia, 1947. 105 p. 


The third supplement is in progress. Farmacia do Rio de Janeiro, 1951, 16: 
No. 2, p. 29. 
Bulgaria 
Pharmakopeya. Pod Redak na Pet”’r Dankor-Andrey Kolar. Sofya, Izdava 
B” lgarskoto Aptekarskio Kooperativvo, 1928. 


The Russian pharmacopoeia is now official for Bulgaria. 
Chile 


Farmacopea Chilena. 3. Ed. Santiago, Editorial Nascimento, 1941. 724 p. 


A commission, charged with revising the pharmacopoeia, is at present work- 
ing on a supplement. Boletin de la Oficina sanitaria panamericana, 1949, 28: 
428. 

China 
Chung Hua Yo Tien. Nanking, Nei Chéng Pu, Wei Sheng Shu, 1943. JMP 
63,000.00. 


First printing 1930; fourth printing 1943.—End leaf. 


Czechoslovakia 


Ceskoslovenskf Lékopis. Vyd. 1. (CsL 1). Pharmacopéea Bohemoslo- 
venica. Ed. 1.(PhBs 1) Praha, Staétni Tiskérna, 1947. 610 p. 350 kcs. 


Denmark 


Pharmacopoea Danica. Ed.9. Kgbenhavn, Nyt Nordisk Forlag Arnold Busck, 
1948.3 V. V.1,16kr., V.2, 29.50 kr., V.3, 16.50 kr. 


——— Addendum 1956. Busck, 1950. 98p. 10.50 kr. 
Addendum 1951. Busck, 1951. 142 p. 10.50 kr. 


Addendum veterinarium. Busck, 1950. 121 p. 
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A supplement will be added each year to the ninth edition of the Pharma- 
copoea Danica until a new edition is published. Each new supplement will cu- 
mulate the contents of the preceding supplement. Osterreichische Apotheker- 
Zeitung, 1950, 4: 646. 


The Dispensatorium Danicum now forms volume 3 of the Pharmacopoea 
Danica. 


Egypt 


Definite information as to whether the first edition of the Egyptian pharma- 
copoeia has been published was not obtained. In an article on the British 
pharmaceutical codex of 1949, Prof. I. R. Fahmy states that the bulk of the 
material in the pharmacopoeia is a modified digest of the British, French, and 
United States pharmacopoeias and that according to a decision of the Second 
Arabian Pharmaceutical Congress it will be the official pharmacopoeia of the 
Arabian East. Journal of pharmacy and pharmacology, 1950, 2: 408. 


Estonia 


Eesti Farmakopéa. 1. Viljaane. Pharmacopoea Estonica. Ed. 1. Sotsiaal- 
ministeeriumi Farmaatsia Inspektuuri Valjaane. Tallinn. [Riigi Triikikoda] 
1937. 751 p. 


The Estonian pharmacopoeia was compiled from material in the German 
(1926), Swiss (1933), and Russian (1910 and 1913) pharmacopoeias. Pharmacia, 
1937, 17: 39-41. 

Finland 


Suomen Farmakopea. 6. Pain. Pharmacopoea Fennica. Ed. 6. Helsingissa, 
Valtioneuvoston Kirjapainossa, 1937. 761 p. 


France 


Codex Medicamentarius Gallicus: Codex Francais 1949. Edité sous la Direc- 
tion de la Commission Permanente du Codex par l’Ordre National des Phar- 
maciens. 7. Ed. [Rennes, Imprimeries Oberthur] 1951. 1227 p. 5,80C 
fr. 


By a decree of 17 April 1943, a Commission Permanente du Codex under the 
Directeur Général de la Santé is to draft a new codex every twelve years and a 
supplement every three years. Pharmacie francaise, 1950, 54: 109, 111. 


Germany 


Deutsches Arzneibuch. 6. Ausg. 1926. Berlin, R. v. Decker’s Verlag, G. 
Schenck, 1926. 854 p. 


Reprints of the sixth edition were issued in 1938 and 1947. The latter, a re- 
vised one, includes two supplements and other additions. A 1951 reprint, with 
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supplements worked in, has been announced. Subskr.-Preis zw. 22.- und 34.- 
(R. v. Decker, G. Schenck, Hamburg, Berlin). 


A new edition of the Deutsches Arzneibuch is in preparation. 


Great Britain 


The British Pharmacopoeia 1948. London, Constable & Co. Ltd., 1948. 914 p. 
£2.5.0. 
Addendum 1951. Constable, 1951. 114 p. 17s. 6d. net; postage 
6d. inland, 10d. abroad. 


A new pharmacopoeia is scheduled for 1953. Pharmaceutical journal, 1951, 
167: 143. 
Greece 


Hellenike Pharmakopoiia. 2. Ekd. Athenais, N. Tzaka kai S. Dblagram- 
matika, 1924. 620 p. 
[Parartemal]. 1930. 


Hungary 


Pharmacopoea Hungarica. Ed. 4. Budapestini, Opera Typographiae Reg. 
Hung. Publicae, 1934. 435 p. (Latin version). 


Magyar Gyégyszer-kényv. 3. Kiadfés. Magyar Kirélyi Allami Nyomda, 
Budapest, 1934. 424 p. (Hungarian version). 


The fifth edition of the Hungarian pharmacopoeia is ‘‘on the threshold” of 
being published. A Gydégyszerész, 1951, 6: [217-219] 
Italy 


Farmacopea Ufficiale de Regno d'Italia. 6. Ed. Roma, Istituto Poligrafico 
dello Stato, Libreria, 1940. 631 p. L 2000. 


A reprint of the sixth edition was made in 1950. Bollettino chimico farma- 
ceutico, 1950, 69: 303. 


Compilation of the new seventh edition is to proceed by a committee under 
“‘Alto Commissario per |’Igiene e Sanita Publica.” Jbid. 


Japan 
Nippon Yakkyoku-ho. 6 Kaisei. Pharmacopoeia Japonica. Ed. 6. Tokyo, Nip- 
pon Yakuzaisi Kyokai, 1951. 756 p. 1,100 yen. 


There are also two pocket size editions of the sixth edition of the pharma- 
copoeia; one published by Nanzan-do, Tokyo, 450 yen and the other by 
Yakuzi Nipposya, Tokyo, 450 yen. 





STRIEBY AND SPENCER 


Jugoslavia 


Pharmacopoea Jugoslavica MCMXxxII. Beograd, Apotekarska Komora, 1934. 
820 p. 1.500 dinars. 


Imprint varies: [Beograd] Izdato TroSkomapotekarskekomore Kraljevine 
Jugoslavie [1934] 820 p. 


A new edition is scheduled for 1951. 


Latvia 
Latvijas Farmakopeja. Pharmakopoea Latviensis. Ed. 1. Riga, 1940. 


The title for the Latvian pharmacopoeia was supplied by a correspondent. 
No more information was obtained. 


The Russian pharmacopoeia is now official for Latvia. 


Mexico 
Farmacopea Nacional de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos. 1. Ed. México, 
Tallers Graficos de la Naci6én, 1930. 808 p. 


According to a communication received on 31 January 1951 from the Bib- 
lioteca de Departamento de Educacién Higiénica, México, D. F., the new 
edition of the Mexican pharmacopoeia will probably not be available before 
1952. 


Netherlands 


Nederlandsche Pharmacopee. 5. Uitg. 2. Druk. ’s-Gravenhage, Algemeene 
Landsdrukkerij, 1940. 673 p. 12.97 guilders. 


This is a revised reprint of the fifth edition of 1926, in which the supplements 
of 1934 and 1938 have been incorporated. 
Norway 


Den Norske Farmakopg 1939. (Pharmacopoea Norvegica Ed. 5.) Oslo, H. 
Aschehoug & Co., 1939. 577p. Kr. 22.40. 


Although printed in 1939, the Norwegian pharmacopoeia did not become 
official until March 1949. The Pharmaceutical journal, 1949, 163: 270. 


Pakistan 


One of the purposes of the recently formed Pakistan Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion is “‘to establish a laboratory for the investigation of indigenous drugs with 
a view to incorporating the useful ones in a Pakistan pharmacopoeia when such 
a work is published.” Chemist and druggist, 1951, 155: 228. 
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Panamerican pharmaco poeia* 


The preparation of a ““Farmacopea Panamericana” was recommended at the 
first Congreso Panamericano de Farmacia. Revista Brasileira de Farmacia, 
1949, 31: 135-140. 


Paraguay 
Farmacopea Paraguaya. 1945. 


Complete bibliographical information was not obtained. The pharmacopoeia 
is listed in an article by Dr. Galbis in the American journal of pharmacy, 
1950, 122: 231-232. 


Poland 


Farmakopea Polska. Wyd. 2. Pharmacopoea Polonica. [Ed.| 2. War- 
szawa, Nakiadem Towarzystwa Przyjaciot Wydziatéiw i Oddzialéw Farma- 
ceutycznych przy Uniwersytetach w Polsce, 1937. 1,100 p. 


Also issued with the following imprint: Poznan, Drukarnia Sw. Wojciecha, 
1946. 


Portugal © 


Farmacopeia Portuguésa, Iv. Ed. Oficial [2 Ed. Rev.] Lisboa, Imprensa Na- 
cional, 1946. 842 p. 445 esc. 


Roumania 


Full bibliographical information for the new Roumanian pharmacopoeia was 
not obtained. Both Osterreichische Apotheker-Zeitung, 1949, 3: 47-48 and 
Siiddeutsche Apotheker-Zeitung, 1949, 89: 447 reported that the recently pub- 
lished sixth edition of the pharmacopoeia became official on 1 November 1948 
and that a supplement, which will include hormones, sera, and vaccines, is to be 
published. 


It formerly appeared under the title ‘“Farmacopea Romana.” 


Russia 


Gosudarstvennaia Farmakopeia Soiuza Sovetskikh Sotsialisticheskikh Res- 
publik. 8. Izd. Gosudarstvennoe Izdatel’stvo Meditsinskoi Literatury. 
Moskva, 1946. 768 p. 50.00r. 


* Since the preparation of this list, we have learned that plans for a Pan American pharm- 
acopoeia have been abandoned in favor of the adoption of the Pharmacopoeia Internation- 
alis by a resolution of the Pan American Pharmacy Congress at Lima, Peru, and that it was 
further voted that a Pan American supplement to the Pharmacopoeia Internationalis be 
prepared by the Pan American Sanitary Bureau. Drug trade news, 1952, 27: 39, 54. 
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The Pharmacopoeia Committee and the Presidium of the Medical Council of 
the People’s Commissariat of Health recommended that the new eighth edition 
of the pharmacopoeia be kept up by supplements and that a ninth edition be 
published not later than 1953. Farmatsiia, 1945, No. 3, p.[50]. 


Scandinavian Countries 


The north countries, including Finland, have designated a committee to work 
on a cooperative pharmacopoeia, which will include drugs common to all the 
Scandinavian countries and will serve as a kind of supplement to each national 
pharmacopoeia. It will probably not appear before 1960. Osterreichische 
Apotheker-Zeitung, 11 June 1950, 3: 291; Norges apotekerforenings tidsskrift , 
1950, 58: 465-466. 


Spain 
Farmacopea Oficial Espafiol. 8. Ed. Madrid, Espasa-Calpe, 1930. 1037 p. 
40 pesetas. 
Sweden 
Svenska Farmakopén 1946. Pharmacopoea Svecica Ed. 11. Stockholm, 
Sveriges Lakarférbunds Férlagsaktiebolag, 1946. 911 p. 55.70 kr. 
Switzerland 
Pharmacopoea Helvetica. Ed. 5. Deutsche Ausg. Bern, Stimpfli & Cie, 
1933. 1244 p. 
———-— Supplementum Primum. Stampfli, 1948. 179 p. 


Pharmacopoea Helvetica. Ed. 5., cum Supplemento Primo. Edition Fran- 
caise. Berne, Central Fédérale des Imprimés et du Matériel, 1949. 1344 p. 
54 francs. 


There is a 1941 reprint of the German edition. 


The 1949 printing, which is a reprint of the 1934 French fifth edition, con- 
tains a great number of corrections, improvements in editing, decrees of the 
Federal Council, and the first supplement. Schweizerische Apotheker-Zeitung, 
1949, 87: 261. 


A second supplement, which is being reworked, will include hormones, sol- 
uble fats, vitamins, antibiotics, and other medicaments. Pharmazeutische 
Zeitung, 1950, 86: 385. 


Work on a new edition of the Pharmacopoea Helvetica is in the preliminary 
stage. 
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Turkey 


Turk Kodeski. 2. Tabi. Istanbul, Saglik ve Sosyal Yardim Miidiirliigii, 1948. 
955 p. 


Imprint varies: Istanbul, Ismail Akgun Malbaasi, 1948. 


According to the Turkish Pharmaceutical Almanac, 1949, the first valid and 
complete pharmacopoeia was written in 1930, revised, modified, and published 
in 1940. The second edition was reprinted in 1948 with the addition of a supple- 
ment, which includes vitamins and hormones. 


United States 


The Pharmacopeia of the United States of America (The United States Phar- 
macopeia). 14th Rev. (U.S.P. XIV) and the First U.S.P. XIV Supplement. 
Easton, Pa., Mack Publishing Company, 1950. 1067 p. $9.00. 


Venezuela 


Farmacopea de los Estados Unidos de Venezuela [Farmacopea Venezolana] 
Caracas, P. Valery Risquez, 1942. 1031 p. $26.25. 
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Symposium: Weeding the 
Medical Library 


Medical School Libraries 


By ELizABETH CARR 


Librarian, Archibald Church Medical Library, 
Northwestern University, Chicago, Ill. 


assignment to write a paper on “weeding” is an assignment which I 
approach with considerable diffidence, for I am very much an amateur. Until 
recently, we looked upon “weeding” as something which was done only by the 
very small, purely “functional” library. A library which considered itself a 
“research library,” or aspired to be one, simply did not “weed.” Occasionally 
one might throw out a badly battered and completely antiquated edition of a 
textbook or a book that was out of scope; but even these were bold measures, 
carried out with trepidation and feelings of guilt. In general, we went on the 
theory that ‘“‘Every book in this library will be called for, some daily, others not 
once a year, yet when the call comes it is insistent. Only a particular volume can 
supply the answer.’”! 

Suddenly, after nearly twenty-five years of operation on this policy, we found 
ourselves compelled by dire necessity to revise, if not abandon, it. The fact that 
we are now doing some vigorous “‘weeding”’ is not necessarily an endorsement 
of such a program. There were several factors which brought it about; the 
major one being the realization that we had built shelves in every possible sec- 
tion of the library, even cutting down on space for readers and freezing them 
out by blocking off the radiators. We had also displaced as many as possible of 
our neighbors. The only way we could possibly get by without “weeding” 
would be to acquire a large amount of additional space and the administration 
could give us little hope for that in the foreseeable future. Consequently, we 
gradually came to accept the grim fact that we must manage somehow with 
our present quarters. There was, however, one bright spot in the picture—the 
establishment of the Midwest Interlibrary Center. This institution makes 
“weeding’’ a much easier task for the participating libraries, for it provides 
assurance that the material will remain available, even though not quite as con- 
venient. Thus, under pressure of necessity, we began a “weeding” program. 

1 Cutter, I. S., Dedication Address. Archibald Church Medical Library, in Dedication of the 


Montgomery Ward Memorial Building, Northwestern University Medical School, Chicago, 1927, 
p. 35. 
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The material being withdrawn falls into the following categories (in every 
case the merits of a given title are weighed and volumes are examined for con- 
dition, authors’ autographs, etc.): 

1. Extra copies of obsolete textbooks. 

2. Old editions of textbooks. We no longer keep every edition of every medical 
publication. With all except the “classics” of medicine, we are now retaining 
some of the earlier editions for historical purposes, later editions that are still 
in general use, and certain selected intervening editions. 

3. “Out of scope” material. It is often difficult to determine whether a book 
actually is ‘out of scope.” To date, we have done little “weeding” in this 
category, because we feel many volumes must be examined very carefully before 
they may be so classified. 

4. Extra copies of periodicals. It has always been our policy to retain second 
and third sets of the most used periodicals. This has been very convenient and 
is a part of the collection that is “weeded” only as a last resort. In that case, the 
policy is to withdraw extra sets of the earlier volumes of some periodicals, re- 
taining second sets covering about a fifteen-year period. 

5. Reprints. Our policy with regard to reprints is to retain only those written 
by a member of our faculty or those we do not have in the original publication. 
This policy applies also to volumes of collected reprints. 

6. Miscellaneous material largely of ephemeral interest. Under this heading 
we have grouped house organs, trade publications, newsletters, and the like. 

“Weeding” is not without its hazards. The most obvious is the danger of 
discarding something that is valuable or may be needed. It is a responsibility 
to decide that a book may be disposed of and I am sure we have retained worth- 
less material because of timidity about disposing of it. Another hazard is the 
effect on the public. We recently threw out a few hundred duplicates which had 
been offered repeatedly on the M.L.A. Exchange for at least fifteen years. The 
reaction was stunning. We were besieged by faculty and students in various 
stages of indignation, charging we were disposing of “valuable books” and did 
not take proper care of our collection; the rumor even circulated that we were 
cleaning the library out and getting “all new books.” 

Personal experience has led me to close this paper with a few words of advice 
to any librarian contemplating “weeding.” First, be absolutely convinced of the 
necessity of the measure; second, make your selection with the greatest care; 
and third, dispose of the material so cautiously and surreptitiously that there 
will be no corpus delicti. 
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Medical School Libraries 


By Marion A. MurpHy 


Librarian, Washington University School of 
Medicine, St. Louis, Mo. 


The library of Washington University School of Medicine consists of a col- 
lection of approximately 73,000 books and journals. It serves the students and 
faculty of the School of Medicine and staffs of the four affiliated hospitals. As 
the needs of research workers, clinical and teaching staff as well as students, 
must be met by the library, a collection as complete as possible is maintained. 
There is no other large library in this immediate vicinity, so in order to give 
efficient service, this library must be as self-sufficient as practicable. 

Eight years ago a reeataloguing program was begun, and the book collection 
is being carefully weeded as part of this project. The usefulness of each book 
is considered in the relation to the cost of recataloguing. It was found advan- 
tageous to revise the books in each section of the classification at one time. 
Thus the number of titles in each particular field could be taken into considera- 
tion, and a balanced collection could be maintained. For example, (the Dewey 
Decimal Classification is used here) all the anatomy books, 611, were checked 
at one time. Because of the differences in the development of the various fields 
of medical science and the consequent differences in the importance of older 
material, the standards used in the revision varied from subject to subject. We 
attempted to separate the books of historical importance from the obviously 
obsolete. In general the pattern followed was this: 

1. One copy of each edition of a text was kept. Thus, complete files of Osler’s 
Practice of Medicine and Holt’s Textbook of Pediatrics are available and form 
records of the development of these fields. 

2. All books published within the last twenty-five years were arbitrarily kept. 

3. All books published before 1800 were kept. 

4. All books published in the United States before 1850 were kept, with the 
exception of American editions of British books already in the collection. 

These standards were simply and effectively used, wherever applicable, but 
we discovered that a great part of our collection consisted of books published 
between 1850 and 1925. Each title in this grouping was checked in the Garrison- 
Morton Medical Bibliography, in order to determine its historical significance. 
The book was kept if it was listed. We found this bibliography not inclusive 
enough for our purposes, so we checked the remaining titles in Kelly’s Encyclo- 
pedia of Medical Sources, Garrison’s History of Medicine and Mettler’s 
History of Medicine. The works of scientists regarded as important by any of 
these authorities were retained in the collection. Books which did not appear 
in any of the four sources consulted were removed for further consideration. 
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In order to be certain that no useful or valuable title would be discarded, faculty 
members in the appropriate specialty were asked for their opinions. If they felt 
that the book no longer had merit, and had been replaced by later publications, 
it was discarded. 

Although this system of checking was found to be time consuming, it was 
felt that it was justified on the grounds that it safeguarded the collection 
from any unwise deletion. Every care was exercised to maintain an active, 
complete collection, and to preserve the historical milestones of the past. 


Weeding the Special Hospital Library 


By Mrs, JACQUELINE W. FELTER 


Librarian, Memorial Center for Cancer and 
Allied Diseases, New York, N.Y. 


The librarian of the book collection for a special subject is like a gardener with 
two gardens, in one of which a luxurious growth must be encouraged while in the 
other the plants must be thinned and neatly trimmed. For the special library 
consists of two book collections: first, the books and periodicals about or related 
closely to the special subject, and, second, a selection of the basic texts and 
periodicals which are essential to general medical practice and research, to- 
gether with a few monographs dealing with conditions which accompany the 
diseases treated in the special hospital. 

The weeding of the books and periodicals pertaining to the special subject is 
not so arduous a task as the weeding of the collateral collection. Unless it is 
considered advisable to build the special collection very selectively, an effort 
should be made to accumulate as much material as possible about the subject 
of primary importance. The various editions of texts and monographs on the 
specialty are necessary for their historical value and duplicates are essential to 
fill the demand for much used works. Publications containing all points of view 
on controversial facets of the subject are necessary not only to establish a com- 
plete collection but to provide the arguments and scientific evidence on every 
side of a question. Periodicals which pertain to the specialty or which embrace 
subjects relating to it should be kept as complete as possible because they are 
used too continuously to be borrowed as interlibrary loans. To guard against 
loss and wear, duplicate sets of the periodicals most in demand may be necessary 
also. The weeding of the special collection, therefore, will consist only of the 
culling of worn volumes which can be replaced and of unwanted duplicates. 
In keeping the book count of the special collection there will be addition more 
than subtraction. 
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Two factors, in addition to the demands of the readers, determine the size 
of the collateral book collection in the special library. First, the library is usually 
small. Since it is not possible to weed the special collection, the collateral 
collection must be thinned to keep the library within the space allotted to it. 
The second factor is the location of the special library. When it is a unit of a 
large medical center and is located near the main library it will not need as many 
monographs nor such long runs of periodicals as will the library in an independ- 
ent special hospital. Or, if the special hospital is located at a distance from the 
parent institution, such as a suburban tuberculosis hospital which is a division 
of an urban medical center, its library will need to be more self-sufficient than 
when the branch and main libraries are near one another. While the independent 
special library needs to be more complete than that which is part of a larger 
institution, its collection may be determined by the proximity to, and loan 
reciprocity with, other hospital libraries and the local medical society. The 
speed of messenger service between the special library and its parent or neigh- 
boring libraries is a related factor to be considered in determining the size and 
breadth of the collateral book collection. 

Although it appears that the extent of the collateral book collection in a spe- 
cial library depends on variable factors, it is possible to suggest several weeding 
procedures: Keep only the latest editions, or, at most the last two editions, of 
standard textbooks; keep only the latest edition of monographs; weed out ob- 
solete directories and old yearbooks; let the length of the periodical sets be 
determined by the needs of the readers and the chronological significance of the 
subject matter, keeping limited sequences of those which have only current 
value and acquiring “‘one plus” only those which contain information applicable 
to research. 

Finally, the special librarian, like the good gardener, must keep the fences 
mended, paying particular attention to the gate. Because it is practicable to 
extend only the collection pertaining to the special subject and to limit the other 
material, the special librarian often needs the help of his neighbors. This can be 
assured if he shares his resources—if the gate swings out as well as in. 


On Weeding an Association Library 


By JEANNE M. REILLEY 


Reference Librarian, American Medical Association, 
Chicago, Illinois 


In the past fifty years the jungle of medical literature has become more 
luxuriant, its fronds and roots rapidly multiplying in the sunlight of scientific 
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activity. Our task was to clear one of these minor jungles of material no longer 
of current value or of deep interest to our organization. Space, too, was a con- 
sideration; even a small area in the periphery of the Chicago Loop is expensive. 

The first step was to set a date, 1940, as a retirement age for our shelfwarmers. 
For this we had ample justification since a half dozen or more professional 
journals declared that technical books go out of date in ten years or less. So it 
was without sorrow or pang of conscience that we saw the elimination of such 
titles as ‘“‘Eradicating Plague from San Francisco” (1909), ““The Horse in Health 
and Disease” (1915), and ‘The Culture of the Abdomen”, (1925). Antique 
editions of such standard works as Sollman’s “Textbook of Pharmacology’’* 
and Letchworth’s “Care and Treatment of Epileptics” were also relegated to 
limbo. Two looseleaf encyclopedias of medicine, never kept up to date by the 
insertion of new material, were also cast aside. Much battered and beyond the 
skill of the binder, Lempriere’s “‘Classical Dictionary” found its way to a well- 
honored rest. 

Some of our discards took a new lease on life when offered to other depart- 
ments of the AMA or to other libraries. To our Bureau of Investigation, for 
example, went “Quacks, False Remedies and the Public Health” (London, 
1909). The library of the American Dental Association accepted some of the 
dental titles. The Medical Division of John Crerar took a number of the older 
historical textbooks. A medical school was delighted to receive a 1929 edition 
of Bedell’s “Photographs of the Fundus Oculi,” a well-printed ophthalmological 
work, 

And so it went. Finally a hard core of books no one would have was left on the 
discard shelf. Even at that, a hasty, last-minute phone call from one of our 
trustees requesting the date of Sir Rolleston’s speech in America almost pre- 
served one from extinction. As a warning to other medical librarians, we almost, 
but not quite, rescued it from oblivion. We were, however, determined not to 
keep a title for one particular bit of obscure information. 

Only a few works of pre-1940 vintage have been retained in our collection. 
The comprehensive volumes of the Geneva International Labor Office on occu- 
pational medicine, and a good sprinkling of such basic works as Garrison’s 
“History of Medicine,” the Encyclopedia Britannica and a few other such refer- 
ence books, plus our small collection of histories of state and county medical 
societies, escaped banishment. A smaller number of other volumes were thor- 
oughly contemplated and “reconsider” marked on their shelf-list cards. They 
are safe—until the next weeding. 

Theoretically the disposal of some five or six hundred books may appear a 
mild undertaking, but it has strengthened our professional judgment and im- 
proved the attitude of our patrons, a hard-working clientele with little time to 


* Warning: Some later editions of this textbook do not repeat the extensive bibliographies 
of earlier editions. 
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delve in dusty shelves for equally dusty answers. Weeding the AMA Library 
has indeed posed problems for the future. What new books shall we consider 
buying to fill up empty classifications? Whom shall we depend upon for other 
material? The libraries in the Chicago area are rich in resources; and as a 
first step in true regional cooperation we should ask ourselves constantly, 
whether the edition be old or new, “Is this book necessary?” 


Pamphlet Weeding 


By Mary LovutsE MARSHALL 


Librarian, Tulane University School of 
Medicine, New Orleans, La. 


Policies as to withdrawal and elimination of selected materials, the process 
of so-called “weeding” of the book collection, must of necessity vary with 
usage and need in each individual library. As the largest medical library in an 
extensive area in the South, the joint administration of the Rudolph Matas 
Medical Library of Tulane University and the Orleans Parish Medical Society 
Library does little “weeding” in its book collection, since many smaller libraries 
depend on the larger libraries when in need of older and less used materials. 

The elimination process is applied, however, to the libraries’ very useful col- 
lection of pamphlet material. The term “pamphlet” is applied to unbound 
items of less than 100 pages which are either original material (not reprints) 
or reprints of articles which the library does not possess in the original form. 
Items selected for inclusion in this collection are noted in a separate pamphlet 
accession record and bear a distinctive label marked “Orig. Pamph.” and the 
author’s name. These pamphlets are filed by author in flat drawers in steel files 
located in open stacks. Entry in the general catalog is made under author and 
subject, with only “Orig. Pamph.” as a location symbol, since filing by author 
eliminates the necessity for additional marking. A separate shelf list is kept for 
purposes of inventory. 

This simple method for recording this material makes it economically feasible 
to include in the collection many items which are of reference value for only a 
limited period, such as the introductory descriptions of new drugs. Such pam- 
phlets, appearing some time in advance of articles in periodicals, carry refer- 
ence lists showing the studies on which the new investigation has been based. 
The collection has heavy use. 

Just as it is important to have pamphlet material of this kind for its immedi- 
ate reference value, it is also important that such items be eliminated from the 
files as they are superseded by more extensive studies in periodicals and in 
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books. Our pamphlet collection undergoes a thorough “weeding” every two or 
three years. Items no longer useful are withdrawn and discarded. Groups of 
items by one author, or on one subject, are drawn for binding in a “‘collected” 
volume; catalog cards in the latter case, are revised to serve as analytics to the 
bound volume. 

The pamphlet collection is thus considered to be a fluid one and is held at 
approximately 10,000 to 12,000 items. It is an economical method of making 
available material which often presents a problem in a library both as to or- 
ganization and to use. 


Erratum 


Our attention has been drawn to a misstatement in the paper which ap- 
peared in the October 1951 issue on p. 277. In 1932 Dr. C. M. Louttit pub- 
lished a list of 1084 journals in psychology and related fields with a subject 
index in his Handbook of Psychological Literature, Bloomington, Indiana, Prin- 
cipia Press, 1932, pp. 137-239. 

Dr. Louttit, who is the Editor of Psychological Abstracts, has called our 
attention to the omission. He has informed us that he has compiled a new 
list of psychological journals which will be included in a forthcoming book. 
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Los Angeles County Medical Association 
Library 

634 S. Westlake Street 

Los Angeles 5, California 

Librarian: Miss Suzanne C. Fallot 


Louisiana State Department of Health Li- 
brary 

1436 Dryades Street 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Librarian: Mrs. Alice Woolery 


Louisiana State University School of Med- 
icine 

Agramonte Memorial Library 

1542 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Librarian: Mr. William D. Postell 


Louisville University 
See: Jefferson County and University of 
Louisville Medical Library 


Lovelace Foundation Library 

Lovelace Clinic Building 

Gibson and Ridgecrest Drive 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Acting Librarian: Mrs. Marcia D. Buchanan 


Loyola University School of Dentistry and 
College of Pharmacy Library 
New Orleans 18, Louisiana 


Loyola University Stritch School of Medi- 
cine Library 

706 South Wolcott Street 

Chicago 12, Illinois 

Librarian: Mrs. Rosemary Caldwell 


Lucien Howe Library of Ophthalmology 
See: Harvard University Medical School 


Luzerne County Medical Society Library 
130 South Franklin Street 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Dr. Lewis T. Buckman 


McGill University Faculty of Medicine 
Montreal Neurological Institute Fellows’ 
Library 
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3801 University Street 

Montreal 2, Quebec, Canada 

Honorary Librarian: Dr. Francis L. 
Naughton 

Asst. Librarian: Mrs. Elinor M. Christie 


Mc- 


McGill University 

The Library 

3640 University Street 

Montreal 2, Quebec, Canada 
Librarian: Miss Edith R. Gordon 
Honorary Librarian: Dr. R. L. Stehle 


M. D. Anderson Hospital for Cancer Re- 
search Library 

2310 Baldwin Avenue 

Houston 6, Texas 

Librarian: Mrs. Rosalyne T. Shamblin 


Maricopa County Medical Society Library 
15 East Monroe Street, Room 1200 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Librarian: Miss Alma Alkire 


Marquette University School of Medicine 
and Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 

Library 

561 North Fifteenth Street 

Milwaukee 5, Wisconsin 

Librarian: Mrs. Edith Dernehl 


Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital Library 
Cooperstown, New York 
Librarian: Mrs. Marie R. Wightman 


Maryland Medical and Chirurgical Faculty 
of State of Maryland Library 

See: Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of 
State of Maryland Library 


Massachusetts College of Pharmacy Shep- 
pard Library 

179 Longwood Avenue 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Miss Clara A. Robeson 


Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary 
Library 
See: Harvard University Medical School. 


Lucien Howe Library of Ophthalmology 
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Massachusetts General Hospital 
Treadwell Library 

Fruit Street 

Boston 14, Massachusetts 
Librarian: Miss Eleanor A. Lewis 


Matas Medical Library 
See Tulane University School of Medicine 


Maurice Lewison Memorial Library 
See: Mount Sinai Hospital 


May Memorial Library 
See: Willard Parker Hospital 


Mayo Clinic Library 

102, 2d. Avenue, Southwest 
Rochester, Minnesota 
Librarian: Mr. Thomas E. Keys 


Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the State 
of Maryland Library 

1211 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Librarian: Miss Pauline Duffield 


Medical College of Alabama Library 
620 South 20th Street 

Birmingham 5, Alabama 

Librarian: Miss Mildred R. Crowe 


Medical College of the State of South Caro- 
lina Library 

16 Lucas Street 

Charleston 16, South Carolina 

Librarian: Miss Desmond Koster 


Medical College of Virginia Library 
12th and Clay Streets 
Richmond 19, Virginia 
Librarian: Miss Margaret McCluer 


Medical Research Institute Library 

Yaba, Ebute Metta, Lagos 

Nigeria, British West Africa 

See: Central Medical Library, Laboratory 
Service Headq. Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria, 
British West Africa 
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Medical Society of City and County of 
Denver Library 

1620 Court Place 

Denver 2, Colorado 

Librarian: Miss Barbara Hurley 


Medical Society of County of Kings and 
Academy of Medicine of Brooklyn 

Library 

1313 Bedford Avenue 

Brooklyn 16, New York 

Librarian: Mr. Wesley Draper 


Medical Society of the County of Queens 
Carl Boettiger Memorial Library 

112-25 Queens Boulevard 

Forest Hills, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Lilian Nugent 


Meharry Medical College Library 
Nashville 8, Tennessee 
Librarian: Mrs. Mayme P. Bugg 


Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied 
Diseases Medical Library 

444 East 68th Street 

New York 21, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Jacqueline Felter 


Memorial Hospital for Treatment of Cancer 
and Allied Diseases 

See Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied 
Diseases 


Memorial Hospital Medical Staff Library 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island 
Librarian: Miss Mary Nunez 


Menninger Clinic Library 

3617 West Sixth Avenue 
Topeka, Kansas 

Librarian: Miss Vesta E. Walker 


Mercy Hospital Staff Library 

Pride and Locust Streets 

Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania 
Librarian: Miss Margaret C. Lietman 


Methodist Hospital Interns’ and Residents’ 
Library 

6th Street and 7th Avenue 

Brooklyn 15, New York 

Librarian: Miss Edna M. Morgans 
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Metropolitan Life Insurance Company Li- 
brary 

1 Madison Avenue 

New York 10, New York 

Medical Librarian: Miss Eugenie Glatzl 


Michael Reese Hospital 

Lillian W. Florsheim Memorial Library 
29th Street and Ellis Avenue 

Chicago 16, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Bernice I. Ortlepp 


Milwaukee Academy of Medicine Library 
See: Marquette University School of Medi- 
cine 


Minnesota Department of Health Library 
Minnesota Department of Health Building 
Room 308 

University Campus 

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 

Librarian: Miss Eleanor C. Barthelemy 


Misericordia Hospital Medical Library 
54th St. and Cedar Avenue 
Philadelphia 43, Pennsylvania 
Librarian: Miss M. Eleanor Resig 


Mississippi State Board of Health Library 
Jackson 113, Mississippi 
Librarian: Miss E. Louise Williams 


Mississippi State Hospital Medical Library 
Whitefield, Mississippi 
Acting Librarian: Miss Madolyn Biery Fry 


Montefiore Hospital for Chronic Diseases 
Medicai Library 

Gun Hill Road near Jerome Avenue 

New York 67, New York 

Librarian: Miss Margaret Botbyl 


Montreal Neurological Institute 
See: McGill University Faculty of Medicine 


Morrisania City Hospital 

J. Lewis Amster Medical Library 
168th Street and Gerard Avenue 
New York 52, New York 
Librarian: Miss Fannie Lilienstein 
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Mount Auburn Hospital Medical Library 
330 Mt. Auburn Street 

Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Mrs. Kathleen M. Funcheon 


Mount Sinai Hospital Jacobi Library 
Fifth Avenue and 100th Street 

New York 29, New York 

Librarian: Miss Claire Hirschfield 


Mount Sinai Hospital Maurice Lewison 
Memorial Library 

2750 West Fifteenth Place 

Chicago 8, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Alice Watanabe 


Mount Sinai Hospital Memorial Medical 
Library 

4300 Alton Road 

Miami Beach 40, Florida 

Librarian: Miss Ruth L. Menninger 


Mount Sinai Hospital Library 
Fifth and Reed Streets 
Philadelphia 47, Pennsylvania 
Librarian: Dr. David R. Meranze 


Municipal Tuberculosis Sanitorium Library 
North Pulaski Road and Bryn Mawr Avenue 
Chicago 30, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Rozelle Beck 


National Institutes of Health Library 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 
Librarian: Mr. Scott Adams 


National Jewish Hospital Medical Library 
3800 E. Colfax Avenue 

Denver 6, Colorado 

Librarian: Mr. Ned Eig 


Naval Air Training Bases 
See: United States School 
Medicine 


of Aviation 


Nelson Library 
See U.S.V.A.—Indiana 


Nepera Chemical Co., Inc. Library 
21 Gray Oaks Avenue, Nepera Park 
Yonkers 2, New York 

Librarian: Miss Florence W. Osborne 
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New Britain General Hospital Medical 
Library 

92 Grand Street 

New Britain, Connecticut 

Librarian: Mrs. Sadie Karpman 


New England Deaconess Hospital Library 
Pilgrim Road 

Boston, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Mrs. Ethel S. Leonard 


New Rochelle Hospital 

J. Marshall Perley Medical Library 
P. O. Box 501 

New Rochelle, New York 
Librarian: Miss Rita A. Lindlar 


New York Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd Street 

New York 29, New York 

Librarian: Miss Janet Doe 


New York Medical Center at... 
See State University of New York Medical 
Center at... 


New York Medical College, Flower and Fifth 
Avenue Hospitals 

Prentiss Library 

1 East 105th Street 

New York 29, New York 

Librarian: Miss Maxine Ann Weiss 


New York State Department of Health 
Division of Laboratories and Research 
Library 

New Scotland Avenue 

Albany 1, New York 

Librarian: Miss Anna M. Sexton 


New York State Library 

Medical Dept., Education Bldg., Albany 1, 
New York 

Librarian: Miss Maude E. Nesbit 


New York State Veterinary College, Cor- 
nell University 

Flower Veterinary Library 

Ithaca, New York 

Librarian: Miss Alice M. Purington 
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New York University—Bellevue Medical 
Center 

Egbert LeFevre Memorial Library 

477 First Avenue 

New York 16, New York 

Librarian: Miss Helen Bayne 


New York University—Bellevue Medical 
Center Post-Graduate Medical School 

477 First Avenue 

New York 16, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Susanne M. Batzdorft 


New York University College of Dentistry 
Library 

209 East 23rd Street 

New York 10, New York 

Librarian: Miss Helen Hlavac 


Newark Beth Israel Hospital 

Dr. Victor Parsonnet Memorial Library 
201 Lyons Avenue 

Newark 8, New Jersey 

Librarian: Miss Ethel Winarsky 


Newark City Hospital Library 
Newark 7, New Jersey 
Librarian: Mrs. Minnie Riker 


Newton-Wellesley Hospital Library 
Newton Lower Falls, Mass. 
Librarian: Mrs. Muriel DePopolo 


Norfolk County Medical Society Library 
Medical Arts Building 

142 York Street 

Norfolk 10, Virginia 

Librarian: Miss Anne W. Marr 


North Pacific College of Oregon Dental 
Library 
See: University of Oregon Dental Library 


Northwest Clinic Library 

Northwest Clinic Building 

Minot, North Dakota 

Librarian: Miss Lillian M. Bakke 

Northwestern University Dental School 
Library 

311 East Chicago Avenue 
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Chicago 11, Illinois 
Acting Librarian: Miss Minnie Orfanos 


Northwestern University Medical School 
Archibald Church Library 

303 East Chicago Avenue 

Chicago 11, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Elizabeth Carr 


Norwich State Hospital Medical Library 
Box 508 

Norwich, Connecticut 

Librarian: Mrs. Ruth P. Thompson 


Norwood Clinic Library 
See: Carraway Methodist Hospital and Nor- 
wood Clinic 


Nueces County Medical Library 
Memorial Hospital 

Corpus Christi, Texas 
Librarian: Miss Louise Cockrell 


Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, Inc. 
Library 

P. O. Box 117 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Librarian: Mr. R. A. Schlueter 


Orleans Parish Medical Society Library 
1430 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Librarian: Miss Mary Louise Marshall 


Oscar Le Seure Professional Library 
See: Grace Hospital 


Ortho Research Foundation Library 
Raritan, New Jersey 
Librarian: Mr. E. J. Struglia 


Packer Hospital 
See: Guthrie Clinic Library 


Pan American Sanitary Bureau Library 
1501 New Hampshire Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Librarian: Mrs. Janeiro B. Schmid 


Parke-Davis Research Library 
Foot of MacDougall St. 

Detroit 32, Michigan 

Librarian: Miss Stella Edith Albert 
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Parsonnet Library 
See: Newark Beth Israel Hospital 


Pediatric Research Foundation of Children’s 
Hospital 
See: Children’s Hospital Research Founda- 
tion Library 
Peiping Union Medical College Library 
Peiping, China 
China Medical Board, Inc. 
30 East 60th St. 
New York 22, New York 


People’s Hospital 

J. D. Smith Memorial Library 
256-270 West Cedar Street 
Akron, Ohio 


Perley Medical Library 
See: New Rochelle Hospital 


Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain 
Library 

17, Bloomsbury Square 

London, W.C. 1, England 

Librarian: Miss Agnes Lothian 


Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Sci- 
ence Library 

43d Street and Woodland Avenue 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Mrs. Elizabeth W. Johnson 


Philadelphia County Medical Society Library 
301 South 21st Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Mrs. Minerva B. Dunning 


Philadelphia General Hospital Medical Li- 
brary 

34th and Curie Avenue 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Mrs. Helen Lake 


Phillips Hospital Library 
See: Homer G. Phillips Hospital Library 


Pierce County Medical Society Library 
107 Medical Arts Building 

Tacoma 2, Washington 

Librarian: Miss Katherine A. Rogers 


Pitman-Moore Company Library 
1200 Madison Street 

Indianapolis 6, Indiana 

Librarian: Mrs. Esther M. Goettling 


Pittsburgh Academy of Medicine Library 
322 North Craig Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Mary M. Lynch 


Prentiss Library 
See: New York Medical College, Flower 2nd 
Fifth Avenue Hospitals 


Presbyterian & Woman’s Hospitals Staff 
Library 

See University of Pittsburgh. Presbyterian 
& Woman’s Hospitals 


Presbyterian Hospital (New York City) 
See: Institute of Ophthalmology 


Presbyterian Hospital Staff Library 
27 South 9 Street 

Newark 7, New Jersey 

Librarian: Miss Hazel S. Giles 


Public Health Research Institute of the 
City of New York, Inc., Library 

Foot of East Fifteenth Street 

New York 9, New York 

Library Assistant: Mrs. Roslyn Adler 


Purdue University Pharmacy Library 
Lafayette, Indiana 
Librarian: Miss Bernice L. Dunton 


Queens University Faculty of Medicine, 
Douglas Library 

Kingston, Ontario, Canada 

Librarian: Mr. H. Pearson Gundy 


Quine Library 
See: University of Illinois Library of Medical 
Sciences 


Ralph L. Dourmashkin Library 
See: Fordham Hospital 


Ramsey County Medical Society Library 
1500 Lowry Medical Arts Building 

St. Paul 2, Minnesota 

Librarian: Miss Mary M. Post 
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Ray Library 
See: Butler Hospital 


Rees-Steely Clinic Library 
2001 Fourth Avenue 

San Diego 1, California 
Librarian: Miss Miriam Ely 


Reese Hospital 
See: Michael Reese Hospital 


Research Foundation Library 
See: Children’s Hospital Research Founda- 
tion Library 


Rhode Island Medical Society Library 
106 Francis Street - 

Providence 3, Rhode Island 

Librarian: Mrs. Helen DeJong 


Richard Walker Bolling Memorial Library 
See: St. Luke’s Hospital 


Robert and Lilian Lindsay Library 
See British Dental Association 


Robert Packer Hospital . . . 
See: Guthrie Clinic Library 


Rochester Academy of Medicine Library 
1441 East Avenue 

Rochester 10, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Olga S. Nell 


Rochester General Hospital 

Ely Memorial Library 

501 West Main Street 

Rochester 8, New York 

Librarian: Miss Rosemary C. Cloutier 


Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research 
Library 

66th Street and York Avenue 

New York 21, New York 

Librarian: Miss Esther Judkins 


Roswell Park Memorial Institute Library 
663 North Oak Street 

Buffalo 3, New York 

Librarian: Miss Grace G. Pabst 
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Rowland Medical Library 
See: University of Mississippi School of 
Medicine Library 


Royal College of Surgeons Library 
Lincoln’s Inn Fields 

London W. C. 2, England 

Librarian: Mr. William Richard LeFanu 


Royal Society of Medicine Library 
1 Wimpole Street 

London, W. 1, England 

Librarian: Mr. G. F. Home 


Rudolph Matas Medical Library 
See: Tulane University School of Medicine 


Ruptured and Crippled Hospital Medical 
Library 

See: Hospital for Special Surgery 
Medical Library 


Rush Medical College 

The Library 

1758 West Harrison Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Caroline Riechers 


Rutgers University School of Pharmacy 
Library 

1 Lincoln Avenue 

Newark 4, New Jersey 

Librarian: Miss E. Marie Murphy 


St. Anne’s Hospital Medical Library 
4950 Thomas Street 

Chicago 51, Illinois 

Librarian: Mrs. E. Dussault 


St. Anthony Hospital Memorial Medical 
Library 

West 16th and Quitman Street 

Denver 4, Colorado 

Librarian: Sister M. Gonzaga, Wilson 


St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Medical College 
Library 

West Smithfield, E. C. 1 

London, England 

Librarian: Mr. John L. Thornton 
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St. Catherine Hospital Medical Library 
4321 Fir Street 

East Chicago, Illinois 

Librarian: Mrs. Latva B. Davis 


Saint Cloud Hospital Libraries 
Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
Librarian: Sister M. Myron, O.S.B. 


St. Elizabeth Hospital Memorial Medical 
Library 

Lafayette, Indiana 

Librarian: Sister M. Omerita 


St. Francis Hospital Medical Library 
530 North Glen Oak Avenue 

Peoria 4, Illinois 

Librarian: Sister M. Rudolpha 


St. Francis Hospital Medical Library 
928 North Emporia Street 

Wichita 5, Kansas 

Librarian: Sister M. Macrina 


St. James Hospital Medical Library 
1423 Chicago Road 

Chicago Heights, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Eva M. Lauth 


St. John’s Hospital 

John Young Brown Memorial Library 
Euclid Avenue and Parkview Place 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Librarian: Mrs. Natalie B. Harstick 


St. Joseph Hospital Medical Library 
West Berry and Broadway 

Fort Wayne 2, Indiana 

Librarian: Miss Mabel Tinkham 


St. Joseph’s Hospital Intern’s Library 
See: Creighton Memorial St. Joseph’s 
Hospital 


St. Joseph’s Infirmary Medical Library 
272 Courtland Street, N. E. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Librarian: Mrs. Helen R. Mannen 
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St. Louis College of Pharmacy and Allied 
Sciences Library 

Parkview Place and Euclid Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Librarian: Miss Atha Louise Henley 


St. Louis County Medical Society Library 
See David L. Tilderquist Memorial Medical 
Library 


St. Louis Dental Society Library 
927 Syndicate Trust Bldg. 

St. Louis 1, Mo. 

Librarian: Dr. William B. Spotts 


St. Louis Medical Society Library 
3839 Lindell Boulevard 

St. Louis 8, Missouri 

Librarian: Miss Audrey L. Kargus 


St. Louis University School of Medicine 
Library 

1402 S. Grand Blvd. 

St. Louis 4, Missouri 

Librarian: Miss Rosalie Held 


St. Luke’s Hospital Library 

1442 Indiana Avenue 

Chicago 5, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Angeline McNeill 


St. Luke’s Hospital 

Richard Walker Bolling Memorial Library 
421 West 113th Street 

New York 25, New York 

Librarian: Miss Hildegarde Lemcke 


St. Margaret Hospital 
Memorial Medical Library 

25 Douglas Street 

Hammond, Indiana 

Librarian: Miss Marguerite Gima 


Saint Mary’s Hospital Medical School 
Library 
Paddington, London, W. 2, England 


Librarian: Mr. Richard S. Smith 


St. Michael’s Hospital Medical Library 
306 High Street 

Newark 2, New Jersey 

Librarian: Mrs. Magdalen Voss 
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St. Thomas’s Hospital Medical School Li- 
brary 

Lambeth Palace Road 

London, S. E. 1, England 

Librarian: Mr. Frederick A. Tubbs 


St. Vincent’s Hospital Medical Library 
2820 Main Street 

Bridgeport 6, Connecticut 

Librarian: Miss Marilyn Wright 


St. Vincent’s Hospital Medical Library 
Eleventh Street and Seventh Avenue 
New York 11, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Gertrude M. Gilmore 


Samaritan Hospital Medical Library 

Burdett and People’s Avenue 

Troy, New York 

A. H. Mercer, M.D., Chairman, Library 
Committee 


San Diego County Medical Society Library 
1410 Medico-Dental Building 

San Diego 1, California 

Librarian: Mr. Jess A. Martin 


San Francisco College of Physicians and 
Surgeons Dental School 

See: College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Dental Library 


Santa Barbara County Medical Society 
Library 

300 West Pueblo Street 

Santa Barbara, California 

Librarian: Mrs. A. N. Barrons 


Schering Corporation Library 

2 Broad Street 

Bloomfield, New Jersey 

Librarian Miss Gertrude Horndler 


School of Tropical Medicine Library 
See: University of Puerto Rico 


Sedgwick County Medical Society Library 
Schweiter Building 

Wichita 2, Kansas 

Librarian: Mrs. Imogene Wheeler 
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Sheppard Library 
See: Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 


Sinai Hospital Staff Library 
Monument Street and Rutland Avenue 
Baltimore 5, Maryland 

Librarian: Miss Helen Wheeler 


Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Re- 
search 

See: Memorial Center for Cancer and Allied 
Diseases 

Smith, Kline and French Laboratories 
Medical Library 

1530 Spring Garden St. 

Philadelphia 1, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Helen M. Wright 


South Bend Medical 
Library 

531 North Main Street 

South Bend 1, Indiana 

Librarian: Mrs. Ann Ionie 


Foundation, Inc., 


South Carolina State Medical College 
See: Medical College of State of South 
Carolina 


Southwestern Medical School Library 
See: University of Texas 


Spokane Medical Library 

280-B Paulsen Medical-Dental Building 
Spokane 8, Washington 

Librarian: Miss Marjorie Weber 


Sprafka Memorial Medical Library 
See: Hospital of St. Anthony de Padua 


Sprigg Memorial Library 
See: Doctors Hospital (Washington, D. C.) 


Squibb, E. R. & Sons Library 
25 Columbia Heights 

Brooklyn 2, New York 
Librarian: Miss Winifred Sewell 


Staff Library 
See: University of Pittsburgh. Presbyterian 
& Woman’s Hospitals 
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Standard Oil Development Company Medi- 
cal Research Division Library 

Esso Research Center 

Linden, New Jersey 

Librarian: Mrs. Avis Price 


Stanford University Medical School 
Lane Medical Library 

Sacramento and Webster Streets 

San Francisco 15, California 
Librarian: Miss Clara S. Manson 


State Medical Association of Texas Library 
700 Guadalope Street 

Austin, Texas 

Acting Librarian: N. C. Forrester 


State University of Iowa College of Medi- 
cine Library 

Medical Laboratories Building 

Iowa City, Iowa 

Librarian: Miss Nina Frohwein 


State University of New York Medical 
Center at New York 

College of Medicine Library 

335 Henry Street 

Brooklyn 2, New York 

Librarian: Miss Marjorie Henderson 


State University of New York Medical 
Center at Syracuse University 

Library 

765 Irving Avenue 

Syracuse 10, New York 

Librarian: Miss Ruth Bielby 


Stealy Clinic Library 
See: Rees-Stealy Clinic Library 


Steiner Library 
See: Hartford Medical Society Library 


Street Clinic Library 

Crawford and Monroe Streets 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 

Librarian: Mrs. Frances M. Betts 


Stritch School of Medicine 
See: Loyola University, Stritch School of 
Medicine 
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Syracuse University College of Medicine. . . 
See: State University of New York Medical 
Center at Syracuse University 


Taunton State Hospital Library 

Taunton, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Mrs. H. A. Reid 

Temple Uhiversity School of Medicine 
Library 

Broad and Ontario Streets 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Ruth E. Yarger 


Temple University Schools of Dentistry and 
Pharmacy Library 

3223 North Broad Street 

Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Charlotte E. Coffman 


Texas (State) Library 
See: State Medical Association of Texas 
Library 


Thayer Veterans Administration Hospital 
See: U.S.V.A.—Tennessee 


Thomas W. Evans Museum and Dental 
Institute 

See: University of Pennsylvania School of 
Dentistry 


Tilderquist Memorial Medical Library 
See: David L. Tilderquist Memorial Medica] 
Library 


Toledo Medical Library Association 
Monroe at Fifteenth Street 

Toledo 2, Ohio 

Librarian: Miss Mathilda Muyskens 


Topeka State Hospital Professional Library 
Topeka, Kansas 
Librarian: Mrs. Geraldine D. Zahn 


Toronto Academy of Medicine 
See: Academy of Medicine Library 


Treadwell Library 
See: Massachusetts General Hospital 
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Truesdale Hospital 

Ida S. Charleton Medical Library 
1820 Highland Ave. 

Fall River, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Mrs. Mildred M. Knowlton 


Tufts College Medical and Dental School 
Library 

136 Harrison Avenue 

Boston 11, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Miss Sara E. Blake 


Tulane University School of Medicine. 
Rudolph Matas Medical Library 

1430 Tulane Avenue 

New Orleans 13, Louisiana 

Librarian: Miss Mary Louise Marshall 


Tulsa County Medical Society Library 
1203 Medical Arts Building 

Tulsa 3, Oklahoma 

Librarian: Miss Irma A. Beehler 


United States Library of Congress 
Washington 25, D. C. 
Librarian: Dr. Luther H. Evans 


United States Marine Hospital Medical 
Library 

Wyman Park Drive & 31st Street 

Baltimore 11, Maryland 

Librarian: Mrs. Ruth H. Wright 


United States Naval Hospital Medical 
Library 

Bldg. 1, 

Great Lakes, Illinois 


Librarian: Miss Mary E. Disbrow 


U. S. Naval Hospital Medical Library 
Bremerton, Washington 
Librarian: Miss Ellen M. Lundeen 


U. S. Naval Hospital Medical Library 
St. Albans 12, Long Island, New York 
Librarian: Miss Jean E. Foulke 


U. S. Naval Medical Research Institute 
Library 

National Naval Medical Center 

Bethesda 14, Maryland 

Librarian: Mrs. Mabel B. Clark 
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U. S. Naval Medical School Library 
National Naval Medical Center 
Bethesda 14, Md. 

Librarian: Miss Ruth E. Rodier 


United States Public Health Service Com- 
municable Diseases Center Library 

50 Seventh Street N. E. 

Atlanta 5, Georgia 

Librarian: Miss Nelle Barmore 


United States School of Aviation Medicine 
Library 

Naval Air Training Bases 

Pensacola, Florida 

Librarian: Miss Olga B. White 


United States Surgeon General’s Office 
Library 
See: Army Medical Library 


U.S.V.A.—Arkansas. Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital Medical Library 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Librarian: Miss Jessie W. Williams 


U.S.V.A.—California. Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital Medical Library 

42nd Avenue and Clement Street 

San Francisco 21, California 

Librarian: Miss Mary Elsie Caruso 


U.S.V.A.—Florida. U. S. Veterans Adminis- 
tration Hospital Medical Library 

Coral Gables, Florida 

Librarian: Miss Rosa M. Anders 


U.S.V.A.—Illinois. Veterans Administration 
Hospital Medical and Technical Library 

Medical Library Building Number 9 

Hines, Illinois 

Miss Winifred Roome 

% Miss Eller, Chief Librarian 


U.S.V.A.—Illinois. Veterans Administration 
Hospital Medical Library 
Downey, Illinois 
+ Librarian: Mrs. Geneva Hall Flinn 


U.S.V.A.—Indiana 
Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
Library 
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2601 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis 22, Indiana 
Librarian: Miss Lucy Ellms Cole 


U.S.V.A.—Indiana 

Veterans Administration Hospital 
John C. Nelson Library 

Marion, Indiana 

Librarian: Mrs. Eileen F. Kraus 


U.S.V.A.—Kansas. Veterans Administration 
Center Library 

Wadsworth, Kansas 

Librarian: Miss Helen E. Hilton 


U.S.V.A.—Kansas 

Winter Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

Topeka, Kansas 

Librarian: Miss Elizabeth Rubendall 


U.S.V.A.—Massachusetts. Cushing Veterans 
Administration Hospital Medical Li- 
brary 

Framingham, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Miss Elizabeth M. Howard 


U.S.V.A.—Massachusetts. U. S. Veterans 
Administration Hospital Medical Li- 
brary 

Bedford, Massachusetts 

Chief Librarian: Priscilla M. Mayden 

Medical Librarian: Miss Ruth L. Donnelly 


U.S.V.A.—Massachusetts 

U. S. Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

West Roxbury, Massachusetts 

Librarian: Miss Grace Cramer 


U.S.V.A.—Michigan. Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital Medical Library 

Dearborn, Michigan 

Librarian: Miss Linda V. Ganley 


U.S.V.A.—Minnesota. U. S. Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital Medical Library 

St. Cloud, Minnesota 

Librarian: Miss Mary Jane Ryan 
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U.S.V.A.—Minnesota. Veterans Adminis- 
tration Medical Library 

54th St. and 48th Avenue 

Minneapolis 17, Minnesota 


Librarian: Miss Margaret M. O’Toole 


U.S.V.A.—Missouri. Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital Medical Library 

Jefferson Barracks 23, Missouri 

Librarian: Mrs. Alice B. Lemire 


U.S.V.A.—New York. Veterans Administra- 
tion Hospital Medical Library 

Albany, New York 

Chief Librarian: Mrs. Ruth C. Sells 


U.S.V.A.—New York. U. S. Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital Medical Library 

130 West Kingsbridge Road 

New York 63, New York 

Librarian: Miss Margaret M. Kinney 


U.S.V.A.—North Carolina. Veterans Ad- 
ministration Hospital Medical Library 
Oteen, North Carolina 


Chief Librarian: Miss Della R. Shapleigh 
Medical Librarian: Miss Rosemary E. Dolan 


U.S.V.A.—Tennessee 

Thayer Veterans Administration Hospital 
Medical Library 

White Bridge Road 

Nashville 5, Tennessee 

Librarian: Mrs. Suzanne S. Miller 


U.S.V.A.—Utah 

Salt Lake City Veterans Administration 
Hospital Medical Library 

12th Avenue & E Street 

Salt Lake City 3, Utah 

Librarian: Mrs. Louise A. Small 


U.S.V A.—Washington, D. C. 

Veterans Administration Special Services 
Medical Library 

Vermont Avenue and H Street, Northwest 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Librarian: Miss Mabel McLaughlin 
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U.S.V.A.—Wisconsin. Veterans Administra- 
tion Center. Medical and Technical 
Library 

Wood, Wisconsin 

Librarian: Miss Jeanette Huston 


Universidad Central de Venezuela Biblio- 
teca de Odontologia 
Ibarras a Maturin #25 
Caracas, Venezuela 
Librarian: Dr. Jacques Peraya 
Apartado 2062 
Caracas, Venezuela 


Universidad de la Habana Escuela de Medi- 
cina Biblioteca 

Habana, Cuba . 

Librarian: Dr. Rodolphe Perez de los Reyes 


Universidade de Sao Paulo Faculdade de 
Medicina Biblioteca 

Av. Dr. Arnaldo 

Caixa Postal 2921 

Sao Paulo, Brasil 

Chief Librarian: Dr. Jorge de Andrade Maia 


Universite Laval Bibliotheque Medicale 
Quebec, P. Q., Canada 
Librarian: Dr. Pierre Jobin 


University College of the West Indies Li- 
brary 

Mona, St. Andrew 

Jamaica, British West Indies 

Librarian: Mr. H. Holdsworth 


University of Alberta Main Library 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Librarian: Miss Blanche Giffen 


University of Arkansas School of Medicine 
Library 

1209 McAlmont Street 

Little Rock, Arkansas 

Librarian: Mrs. Elizabeth D. Marsh 


University of British Columbia Medical 
Division Library 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

Acting Librarian: Miss Anne M. Smith 
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University of Buffalo School of Medicine 
Library 

24 High Street 

Buffalo 3, New York 

Librarian: Miss Jessamine Nagel 


University of California Biomedical Library 
405 Hilgard Avenue 
Los Angeles 24, California 


University of California Medical Center 
Library 

3rd and Parnassus Avenues 

San Francisco 22, California 

Librarian: Dr. Mayo H. Soley 

Assistant Librarian: Mrs. Mary E. Watson 


The University of Chicago 
Bio-Medical Libraries 

Culver Hall 

Chicago 5, Illinois 

Librarian: Mr. Ben C. Driver 


University of Cincinnati College of Medicine 
Library 

Eden and Bethesda Avenues 

Cincinnati 19, Ohio 

Librarian: L. Zipin 


University of Colorado School of Medicine 
Charles Denison Memorial Library 

4200 East Ninth Avenue 

Denver 7, Colorado 

Librarian: Mrs. Lillian B. Dumke 


University of Detroit School of Dentistry 
Library 

630 East Jefferson Avenue 

Detroit 26, Michigan 

Librarian: Miss Eunice J. Otto 


University of Florida 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Library 
Chemistry-Pharmacy Building 
Gainesville, Florida 


University of Georgia School of Medicine 
Library 

Augusta, Georgia 

Assistant Librarian: Miss Sadie H. Rains- 
ford 
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University of Illinois 
Library of Medical Sciences 
1853 West Polk Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 
Librarian: Miss Wilma Troxel 


University of Iowa College of Medicine 
See: State University of Iowa College of 
Medicine 


University of Kansas School of Medicine 
Library 

39th Street and Rainbow Blvd. 

Kansas City 3, Kansas 

Librarian: Miss Opal Woodruff 


University of Kentucky College of Phar- 
macy 

Gordon L. Curry Library 

104 West Chestnut Street 

Louisville 2, Kentucky 

Librarian: Mrs. Judith Berkowitz 


University of Louisville School of Dentistry 
Library 

129 East Broadway 

Louisville 2, Kentucky 

Librarian: Miss Margaret Lavin 


University of Louisville and Jefferson County 
Medical Society 

See: Jefferson County and University of 
Louisville Medical Library 


University of Manitoba Faculty of Medicine 
Library 

Bannatyne Avenue & Emily Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Librarian: Miss Ruth D. Monk 


University of Maryland Library of Medicine, 
Dentistry and Pharmacy 

Lombard and Greene Streets 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 

Librarian: Mrs. Breed Robinson 


University of Michigan Medical School 
Library 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

Librarian: Miss Helen A. Wolter 


University of Minnesota 
Medical and Biological Library 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
Librarian: Miss Vera Makivirta 


University of Mississippi School of Medicine 
Rowland Medical Library 

University, Mississippi 

Librarian: Miss Irene Holloway 


University of Missouri Medical Library 
118 McAlester Hall 

Columbia, Missouri 

Librarian: Miss Jane Yadon 


University of Nebraska College of Medicine 
Library 

42nd Street and Dewey Avenue 

Omaha 5, Nebraska 

Librarian: Mrs. Bernice M. Hetzner 


University of New York Medical Center 
eee 

See: State University of New York Medical 
Center at... 


University of North Carolina School of 
Medicine Library 

Drawer 1020 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina 


University of North Dakota 

Harley E. French Medical Library 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 
Librarian: Miss Loretta Wheeler Swift 


University of Oklahoma School of Medicine 
Library 

801 Northeast Thirteenth Street 

Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 

Librarian: Miss Lilah B. Heck 


University of Oregon Dental Library 
809 Northeast Sixth Avenue 

Portland 14, Oregon 

Librarian: Mr. Thomas H. Cahalan 


University of Oregon Medical School Li- 
brary 

3181 Southwest Marquam Hill Road 

Portland 1, Oregon 

Librarian: Miss Bertha B. Hallam 
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University of Ottawa Library of Faculty of 
Medicine 

Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

Librarian: Rev. Auguste M. 
O.M.I. 


Morissat, 


University of Pennsylvania Medical School 
Library 

36th and Pine Streets 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Frances R. Houston 


University of Pennsylvania School of Den- 
tistry 

Thomas W. Evans Museum & Dental In- 
stitute Library 

40th & Spruce Streets 

Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Margaret Gayley Palmer 


University of Pittsburgh Graduate Schooi 
of Public Health Library 

Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 

Librarian: Miss Anne Patricia Wallgren 


University of Pittsburgh Presbyterian & 
Woman’s Hospitals Staff Library 

230 Lothrop Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 

Librarian: Miss Martha R. Neville 


University of Pittsburgh School of Dentistry 
Library 

Thackeray and O’Hara Streets 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Alice M. McCann 


University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
Library 

3941 O’Hara Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Alice M. McCann 


University of Pittsburgh Western Psychia- 
tric Institute and Clinic 

3811 O’Hara Street 

Pittsburgh 13, Pa. 

Librarian: Miss Mary E. Tincovich 


University of Puerto Rico School of Tropical 
Medicine Library 
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Avenue Ponce de Leon 
San Juan 22, Puerto Rico 
Librarian: Miss Altagracia Miranda 


University of Rochester School of Medicine 
and Dentistry Library 

260 Crittenden Boulevard 

Rochester 20, New York 

Librarian: Miss Mildred E. Walter 


University of Saskatchewan Medical Li- 
brary 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 

Librarian: Miss Grace Giles 


University of South Dakota School of Medi- 
cine Library 

Vermilion, South Dakota 

Librarian: Miss Cornelia Van Nattan 


University of Southern California School of 
Medicine Library 

3 Bridge Hall 

Los Angeles 7, California 

Librarian: Mrs. Vilma Proctor Jacobs 


University of Tennessee College of Medicine 
Library 

874 Union Avenue 

Memphis 3, Tennessee 

Librarian: Miss Emily H. McCurdy 


University of Texas School of Dentistry 
Library 

1018 Blodgett Avenue 

Houston 4, Texas 

Librarian: Miss Eva Bowden 


University of Texas School of Medicine 
Library 

Strand bet. Ninth and Tenth Streets 

Galveston, Texas 

Librarian: Miss Elisabeth D. Runge 


University of Texas Southwestern Medical 
School Library 

2106 Oak Lawn Avenue 

Dallas 4, Texas 

Librarian: Mrs. Violet M. Baird 
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University of Toronto, Connaught Medical 
Research Laboratories Library 

150 College Street 

Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 

Librarian: Miss Ruth M. Briggs 


University of Toronto Dental Library 

230 College Street 

Toronto 2-B, Ontario, Canada 

Assistant Librarian: Miss Eileen M. Bradley 


University of Toronto Library 

Medical Reading Room 

Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada 

Librarian of the University of Toronto 
Library—Mr. W. S. Wallace 


University of Utah Medical Library 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah 
Librarian: Miss Isabelle T. Anderson 


University of Virginia 
Alderman Library 

Exchange Division 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
Librarian: Mrs. John S. Wills 


University of Washington School of Medicine 
Library 

Seattle 5, Washington 

Librarian: Mr. Alderson Fry 


University of Western Ontario Faculty of 
Medicine Library 

346 South Street 

London, Ontario, Canada 

Librarian: Miss Ethel Sullivan 


University of Wisconsin Medical School 
Library 

428 North Charter Street 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 

Librarian: Miss Helen Crawford 


Upjohn Company Library 

P. O. Box 271 

Kalamazoo 99, Michigan 
Librarian: Miss Alberta L. Brown 


Utica Academy of Medicine Library 
% Utica College Library 
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600 Plant Street 
Utica, New York 
Librarian: Miss Mary M. Dudley 


Vancouver Medical Association Library 
Academy of Medicine Building 

1807 W. Tenth Avenue 

Vancouver 9, B. C., Canada 


Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Library 

21st Avenue South and Edgehill 

Nashville 4, Tennessee 

Librarian: Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham 


Victor Parsonnet Memorial Library 
See: Newark Beth Israel Hospital 


Victoria Medical Society Library 
Royal Jubilee Hospital 

Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 
Librarian: Mrs. Constance L. Craig 


Walter R. Steiner Medical Library 
See: Hartford Medical Society 


Washington University School of Dentistry 
Library 

4559 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Librarian: Mrs. Harriet Steuernagel 


Washington University School of Medicine 
Library 

4580 Scott Avenue 

St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Librarian: Miss Marion A. Murphy 


Wayne University College of Medicine Li- 
brary 

645 Mullett Street 

Detroit 26, Michigan 

Librarian: Miss Marjorie J. Darrach 


Welch Medical Library 
See: Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 


Wellcome Research Laboratories Library 
Tuckahoe 7, New York 
Lfbrarian: Miss Mary Bonnar 
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Wellcome Historical Medical Museum Li- 
brary 

183-193 Euston Road 

London, N. W. 1, England 

Librarian: Mr. William J. Bishop 


West China Union University College of 
Medicine and Dentistry Library 

Chengtu, Szechwan, China 

Director: Mr. Leslie G. Kilborn 

Librarian: Miss Sylvia Yen 


West Indies Library 
See: University College of the West Indies 
Library 


Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic 
See: University of Pittsburgh 


Western Reserve University Medical School 
Library 

2109 Adelbert Road 

Cleveland 6, Ohio 


Wheeler Library 
See: Institute of Ophthalmology 


White Memorial Medical Library 
See: College of Medical Evangelists 


Willard Parker Hospital 

William Ropes May Memorial Library 
Foot of East Fifteenth Street 

New York 9, New York 

Librarian: Mrs. Jennie M. Williams 


William Hallock Park Laboratory 
See: Public Health Research Institute of 
the City of New York, Inc., Library 


William Henry Welch Medical Library 
See: Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 


William Mercer Sprigg Memorial Library 
See: Doctors Hospital 


William Ropes May Memorial Library 
See: Willard Parker Hospital 
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Willis F. Pierce Memorial Hospital Library 
Foochow, Fukien, China 
Chief of Staff: Dr. Bruce W. Jarvis 


Wilmer Memorial Library 
See: Abington Memorial Hospital 


Wilson Memorial Hospital 
See: Charles S. Wilson Memorial Hospital 


Winnebago County Medical Library 
205 South Court Street 

Rockford, Illinois 

Librarian: Miss Fritzi F. Berne 


Winter Veterans Administration Hospital 
See: U.S.V.A.—Kansas 


Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania 
Library 

Henry Avenue and Abbottford Road 

East Falls, Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania 

Librarian: Miss Ida J. Draeger 


Worcester Medical Library 
57 Cedar Street 
Worcester 2, Massachusetts 


Worcester State Hospital Medical Library 
Worcester 4, Massachusetts 
Librarian: Dr. George L. Banay 


World Health Organization Library 
Palais des Nations 

Geneva, Switzerland 

Librarian: Miss Ethel Wigmore 


Yale Medical Library 

333 Cedar Street 

New Haven 11, Connecticut 
Librarian: Mr. Frederick G. Kilgour 


Youngstown Hospital Association Staff Li- 
brary 

Francis Street and Oak Hill 

Youngstown 1, Ohio 

Chairman of Library: Dr. S. Klatman 

Librarian: Miss Mary Anos 
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Active Members 


Adams, Mr. Scott 
3440 39th Street, Northwest 
Washington 16, D. C. 


Adamson, Miss M. Josephine 
3355 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Apt. 610 

Washington, D. C. 


Addams, Miss Lucy L. 
126 North Galt Avenue 
Louisville 6, Kentucky 


Adkins, Miss Elizabeth F. 
Medical Library 

Box 34, University Hospital 
Charlottesville, Virginia 


Alkire, Miss Alma 

Maricopa County Medical Society Library 
1200 Professional Building 

Phoenix, Arizona 


Alphonsilla, Sister M. 


St. Joseph Hospital 
Memphis 7, Tennessee 


Ament, Miss Mary 
2307 Tangley Rd. 
Houston 5, Texas 


Anders, Miss Rosa A. 

Chief Librarian 

Veterans Administration Hospital 
Coral Gables, Florida 


Anderson, Miss Isabelle T. 
University of Utah Medical Library 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah 


Annan, Miss Gertrude L. 

New York Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd Street 

New York 29, New York 


Ashford, Mrs. Jean 
2431 Tenth Avenue, North 
Seattle, Washington 


Austin, Mr. Robert B. 
Army Medical Library 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Babcock, Miss Heath 

New York State Medical Library 
Education Building 

Albany 1, New York 


Baer, Mr. Karl A. 
Army Medical Library 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Baird, Mrs. Violet M. 

Southwestern Medical School of the Uni- 
versity of Texas 

2211 Oak Lawn Avenue 

Dallas, Texas 


Balivo, Mrs. Alice 
1600 Divisadero Street 
San Francisco, California 


Ballard, Mr. James F. 
Boston Medical Library 
8 The Fenway 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Banay, Dr. George L. 
Worcester State Hospital Medical Library 
Worcester 4, Massachusetts 


Barmore, Miss Nelle 
26 Fifteenth Street, Northeast 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Barrett, Mrs. M. K. 
Hospital for Special Surgery 
Medical Library 

321 East 42nd Street 

New York 17, New York 


Barrett, Miss Myrna A. 
Medical Technical Library 
Fitzsimons Army Hospital 
Denver 8, Colo. 


Barrnes, Miss Vera Mae 
1304 Grand Avenue 
San Rafael, California 
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Bartholomew, Sister M. 
Holy Name Hospital 
Teaneck, New Jersey 


Bartholow, Mrs. Gladys 
University of Iowa Medical Library 
Iowa City, Iowa 


Bates, Miss Margaret M. 
1853 West Polk Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Bayne, Miss Helen 

New York University—Bellevue Medical 
Center 

Egbert Le Fevre Memorial Library 

477 First Avenue a 

New York 16, New York 


Beem, Miss Blake 
101 West Chestnut Street 
Louisville 2, Kentucky 


Beil, Miss Marie 
16 South Henry Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 


Berenice, Sister Mary 

Physicians’ Library 

Mercy Hospital 

Abbott Road and Cazenovia Park 
Buffalo 20, New York 


Bergland, Miss Elsie 
12 Washington Boulevard 
Oak Park, Illinois 


Berman, Mrs. K. Kathryn 
328 South Peters 
Norman, Oklahoma 


Berne, Miss Fritzi F. 

Winnebago County Medical Library 
205 South Court Street 

Rockford, Illinois 


Betts, Mrs. Frances M. 
Street Clinic Library 
Crawford and Monroe Streets 
Vicksburg, Mississippi 
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Bielby, Miss Ruth M. 
766 Irving Avenue 
Syracuse, New York 


Biethan, Miss Sue 
University of Michigan Medical Library 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Bindarup, Miss Catherina Lorraine 
147 Worthington Street 
Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Blake, Miss Mildred E. 
3925 Davis Place, Northwest 
Washington 7, D. C. 


Block, Miss Shirley Mae 

Wayne County General Hospital & In- 
firmary 

Eloise, Michigan 


Bolef, Mrs. Doris 
224-01A 69th Ave. 
Bayside, New York 


Bonacfa R(odriguez), Elba (Miss) 
Ciudad Universitaria 
Caracas, Venezuela 


Bonell, Mrs. Virginia C. 
East 30th Street 
Bayonne, New Jersey 


Botbyl, Miss Margaret 

Montefiore Hospital Medical Library 
Gun Hill Road 

New York 67, New York 


Bowden, Miss Eva 
4713 Fannin Court, Apt. 4 
Houston, Texas 


Bowman, Miss Emmy Lou 
1625 Pearl Street 
Modesto, California 


Boyles, Miss Edythe Yvonne 
1629 6th St. S. E. 

Apt. 2 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
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Bready, Mrs. Elizabeth F. 
19 South 22nd Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 


Brewer, Mrs. Chloe Smith 

Oscar LeSeure Professional Library 
Grace Hospital 

Detroit 1, Michigan 


Brichta, Mrs. Mary Ann (Mrs. George S.) 
Milwaukee County Hospital 

Medical Library 

Milwaukee 13, Wisconsin 


Brinton, Miss Margaret 
611 West 114th Street, Apt. 2B 
New York 25, New York 


Brodman, Miss Estelle 

Army Medical Library 

7th Street & Independence Avenue, S. W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Brown, Miss Madeleine 
Yale Medical Library 

333 Cedar Street 

New Haven 11, Connecticut 


Brown, Mrs. Sarah C. (Mrs. Sterling F.) 
1547 Bay Avenue 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Bry, Dr. Ilse, 

New York Psychoanalytic Institute 
245 East 82nd Street 

New York 28, New York 


Burrell, Miss Virginia 
1721 Garden Street 
Santa Barbara, California 


Butler, Miss Gertrude M. 
146 Chestnut Street 
Rutherford, New Jersey 


Cabral, Miss Anna G. 
45-61 172nd Street 
Flushing, New York 


Cahalan, Mr. Thomas H. 

University of Oregon Dental Library 
809 Northeast Sixth Avenue 
Portland 14, Oregon 


Calhoun, Miss Margaret 
Veterans Administration Medical Library 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Calmbach, Miss Eleanor N. 
2033 West Oak Street 
Denton, Texas 


Cambier, Mrs. Lindell 
105 Pryor Street, N.E. 
Atlanta 3, Georgia 


Campbell, Miss Marguerite E. 
Chicago Medical School Library 
710 South Wolcott Avenue 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Canuti, Miss Elsa 
1332 Cleveland Avenue 
Chicago 10, Illinois 


Carleton, Miss Florence M. 
Wayne University 

College of Medicine Library 
645 Mullett Street 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Carpenter, Jenness 

Medical Library 

United States Naval Medical Hospital 
San Diego 34, California 


Carpenter, Mrs. Olie A. 
Homer G. Phillips Hospital 
2601 N. Whittier St. 

St. Louis, Missouri 


Carr, Mrs. Lola R. 
2308 Ashmead Place, N.W. 
Washington 9, D. C. 


Caruso, Mary Elsie 
7615 Geary Blvd. 
San Francisco 21, California 
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Cassidy, Miss Eva, R.R.L. 

South Shore Hospital 

Medical Library & Medical Record Library 
8015 S. Luella 

Chicago 17, Illinois 


Chadwick, Miss Barbara 
141 Worcester Lane 
Waltham, Massachusetts 


Chaffin, Miss Emma LeGrand 
1019 Eighth Street 
Durham, North Carolina 


Chamberlin, Miss Elizabeth G. 
University of Vermont 

College of Medicine Library 
Burlington, Vermont 


Chandler, Miss Louise F. 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
Sheppard Library 

179 Longwood Avenue 

Boston 15, Massachusetts 


Clark, Mrs. Mabel D. (Mrs. G. Robert) 
106 Jesup Lane 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 


Clark, Miss Margaret M. 
192 Western Avenue 
Albany 3, New York 


Clarke, Miss Lorena 
1853 West Polk Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 


Clausman, Mr. Gilbert J. 
149 Columbia Heights 
Brooklyn, New York 


Clement, Mr. M. 
Academy-International of Medicine 
214 West Sixth Street 

Topeka, Kansas 


Cloutier, Miss Rosemary C. 
Ely Memorial Library 
Rochester General Hospital 
Rochester 8, New York 


Cobb, Mrs. Mary M. 

Medical Library 

Box 245 

Tripler General Hospital 

APO 438, San Francisco, Calif. 


Coffman, Miss Charlotte E. 
Apt. 422 

1508 West Allegheny Avenue 
Philadelphia 32, Pennsylvania 


Colburn, Mrs. Edna Walker 
Glendale Sanitarium and Hospital 
1509 East Wilson Avenue 
Glendale 6, California 


Colby, Charles C., III 
Boston Medical Library 
8 The Fenway 

Boston 15, Mass. 


Cole, Miss Lucy Ellms 

Medical Library 

Veterans Administration Hospital 
2601 Cold Spring Road 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Collins, Mr. Aeneas P. 

Rocky Mountain Laboratory 
Library 

Hamilton, Montana 


Comfort, Miss Lois M. 
The Norwood Clinic 
1529 North 25th Street 
Birmingham 4, Alabama 


Cooksley, Mrs. Florence A. 
Franklin Station, Box 634 
Washington 4, D. C. 


Cooman, Miss Marion 
2187 South Road 
Penfield, New York 


Cooper, Miss Beulah 
Box 684 

Tuskegee Institute 
Tuskegee, Alabama 
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Cooper, Mrs. Elizabeth Webb 
Medical College of Alabama Library 
Birmingham 5, Alabama 


Corcoran, Mrs. Ruth J. 
4614 Chase Avenue 
Bethesda 14, Maryland 


Cowles, Mrs. Barbara 
Guthrie Clinic Library 
Robert Packer Hospital 
Sayre, Pennsylvania 





Cramer, Miss Dorothy M. 
408 Hampden Lane, 
Bethesda 14, Md. 


Cramer, Miss Grace 
Veterans Administration Hospital 
West Roxbury, Massachusetts 


Crandall, Mrs. Ella Moyers 

Los Angeles County General Hospital 
Medical Library . 

1200 North State Street 

Los Angeles 33, California 


Cranny, Miss Melecia E. 

Bureau of Health and Hospital Medical 
Library 

West 6th Avenue and Cherokee Street 

Denver 4, Colorado 


Cranny, Miss Phyllis 
Denison Memorial Library 
University of Colorado 
Denver, Colorado 


Crawford, Miss Helen 

University of Wisconsin Medical School 
Library 

Service Memorial Institute Building 

Madison 6, Wisconsin 


Cross, Miss Fowler 

University of Oklahoma Medical School 
Library 

Oklahoma City 4, Oklahoma 
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Crouse, Mrs. Elizabeth S. 


313 South Ellwood Avenue 
Baltimore 24, Maryland 


Birmingham 5, Alabama 








Crowe, Miss Mildred R. 


University of Alabama Medical College 
Library 


Cunningham, Mrs. Eileen R. 

Vanderbilt University School of Medicin 
Library ; 

Nashville 4, Tennessee 


Cutter, Richard S. 

Army Medical Library 

7th and Independence Ave., S.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Darling, Miss Louise 

University of California Bio-medical Library 
405 Hilgard Avenue 

Los Angeles 24, California 


Darrach, Miss Marjorie J. 

Wayne University College of Medicine Li- 
brary 

645 Mullett Street 

Detroit 26, Michigan 


Davis, Miss Lora-Frances 

Florida State Board of Health Library 
Box 210 

Jacksonville 1, Florida 


Dean-Throckmorton, Dr. Jeannette 
Iowa State Medical Library 
Historical Building 

Des Moines 19, Iowa 


Dennis, Miss Elizabeth M. 
13 Ware Street 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Dernehl, Mrs. Edith 

Marquette University School of Medicine 
Library 

561 North Fifteenth Street 

Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 
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DeVito, Mrs. Billye 


Baylor University Medical-Nursing-Dental 


Library 
Dallas 1, Texas 


Dickison, Raymond R. 
Colorado School of Mines 
Golden, Colorado 


Disbrow, Miss Mary E. 
Medical Library 

Bldg. 1, U. S. Naval Hospital 
Great Lakes, Illinois 


Dixon, Mrs. Idaline B. 
733 South 33rd Street 
Birmingham 5, Alabama 


Dixon, Miss Mary A. 
6609 Barnaby Street, N.W. 
Washington 15, D: C. 


Doe, Miss Janet 

New York Academy of Medicine Library 
2 East 103rd Street 

New York 29, New York 


Doherty, Miss Margaret 
1021 Greenleaf Avenue 
Wilmette, Illinois 


Dolan, Miss Rosemary 

Veterans Administration Hospital Medical 
Library 

Oteen, North Carolina 


Dole, Mrs. Emilie E. 

Long Island University 
Brooklyn College of Pharmacy 
598-608 Lafayette Avenue 
Brooklyn 16, New York 


Donaldson, Dorothy Louise 

State University of New York Medical 
Center at Syracuse University 

Library 

766 Irving Avenue 

Syracuse 10, New York 


Dondale, Miss Marion 
Albany Medical College Library 
Albany 8, New York 


Donley, Miss Virginia 
210 E. Lincoln Street 
Waynesburg, Pa. 


Donohue, Miss Mildred 
American Cancer Society 
47 Beaver St. 

New York 4, New York 


Doran, Mrs. Margaret Tayler 
221 West Lanvale Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Dougherty, Miss Mary 
561 N. Fifteenth Street 
Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin 


Douglas, Mrs. Florence C. 
584 West Ferry Street 
Buffalo 22, New York 


Downing, Miss Rita Lee 
1121 West Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Draeger, Miss Ida J. 

Woman’s Medical College of Pennsylvania 
Library 

Henry Avenue and Abbottsford Road 

Philadelphia 29, Pennsylvania 


Draper, Miss Marian 
Wayland, Massachusetts 


Draper, Mr. Wesley 
6 Wilbur Place 
Bellmore, New York 


Drew, Miss Charlotte 

Children’s Memorial Hospital Library 
707 Fullerton Avenue 

Chicago 14, Illinois 


Duffield, Miss Pauline 

Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of the 
State of Maryland Library 

1211 Cathedral Street 

Baltimore 1, Maryland 
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Dumke, Mrs. Lillian B. 

Charles Denison Memorial Library 
University of Colorado Medical Center 
4200 East Ninth Avenue 

Denver 7, Colorado 


Duncan, Nina Baldwin (Mrs. R. M.) 
1919 Las Lomas Road 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


Dunkel, Miss Beatrice 
116 Dennis Street 
Roselle, New Jersey 


Dunten, Miss Bernice L. 

Purdue University School 
Library 

Lafayette, Indiana 


of Pharmacy 


Dussault, Mrs. Evelyn 

St. Anne’s Hospital Medical Staff Library 
4950 W. Thomas 

Chicago 51, Illinois 


Ebert, Miss Myrl 
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OWNERSHIP VS. AVAILABILITY 


A Guest EDITORIAL 


Now that we have learned that books in libraries, like telephones in homes 
or cars on the streets, demonstrate a universal principle of exponential growth, 
the bravest of us may quail at the prospect ahead. Collections, as Fremont Rider 
demonstrates, tend to double in predictable periods; and we well know how the 
books and journals, of which they are made, proliferate at a terrifying rate. 
Small wonder we feel like mice nibbling at grains in a granary while the harvest 
rains on our heads. 

Before this spate, the comfort we have found in traditional library techniques 
fails. Cataloging has crises; and so do budgets, storage space, inter-library 
loans. As Dean Ridenour points out in his Bibliography in an Age of Science, 
the exponential growth which causes crises is a characteristic fact of our 
civilization. 

Libraries are adjusting to this fact, painfully at times, wastefully at others, 
but fairly successfully. The traditional functions of libraries remain constant: 
they acquire information; they organize information; they store information; 
and they disseminate information. To do these things, we have our traditional 
techniques still, but our future hope lies in using new technologies. We can use 
fanfold forms to help us order, IBM cards to help us index, microcard and micro- 
film to condense for storage, and photoduplication to supplement inter-library 
loan. 

In developing better technologies to disseminate information from libraries 
to users lies the solution of several of our growth problems. For this reason, 
facsimile transmission, the new electronic miracle, becomes highly important 
to the future of research libraries. ; 

There is now but one experimental set of facsimile equipment for library use. 
This was developed by RCA for the Atomic Energy Commission and has been 
tested at Oak Ridge. It scans journal pages in the sending library, transmits 
impulses to the receiving library, where an exact facsimile of the original page 
is printed on roll paper. The articles are torn off and are given to the user, thus 
by-passing conventional inter-library loan procedures. 

If facsimiles are as cheap as loans, and cheaper than buying, why should each 
of us require ever increasing budgets to amass, catalog, and store long files of 
infrequently used material? Would we not better spend fractions of their 
dollar costs in paying for facsimile copies when they are needed? Would we not 
be well-advised to cooperate in the development of regional storage centers 
which would be sending agencies for facsimile? 

The era of acquisitiveness is passing. We have learned that increased size 
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over and above necessary working collections means inflated costs, for which 
the pride of possession is small compensation. Ownership is less essential than 
availability; as librarians charged with a responsibility for scientific commu- 
nication, we should do all we can to improve access to information. 

Scott ADAMS 


GRASS ROOTS MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


If Abraham Lincoln’s observation that ““God must love the common man, he 
made so many of them” is true also for medical libraries, God must love poor, 
struggling, inefficient medical libraries, because there are more of them than of 
any another kind. The typical library—in the United States, at any rate— 
appears to be connected with a hospital, to have one so-called “librarian” 
(female), who frequently has other official duties as well, and a book and 
journal budget of a few hundred dollars. It receives less than seventy-five 
journals regularly, all of them in the English language, and acquires no more 
than a dozen text books and monographs annually. Its reference collection is 
practically non-existent, although it receives the Quarterly Cumulative Index 
Medicus, by which it swears, and recently the Current List of Medical Literature, 
which it does not like. It is supported partly by the hospital and partly by dues 
and gifts of the doctors who use its collections. 

Poor as such libraries are, however, they show the importance the medical 
community attaches to the medical literature. It would indeed seem that, 
whenever two or three good physicians are gathered together, an attempt at a 
medical library springs up. Whether these collections ever become more than 
a sorry imitation of a true medical library, however, depends to a large degree 
on the previous medical library experiences of the doctors on the hospital staff. 
If they have ever been exposed to a medical library which contained the stand- 
ard literature and a librarian who knew his way around that literature, they will 
have learned, in all probability, how medical libraries can help them solve their 
day-to-day professional problems. In that case they will be willing to go to great 
lengths to build and support a good library. 

The future of the small hospital library therefore rests squarely in the hands 
and brains and attitudes of the librarians of the medical schools who cannot 
deplore the sad state of the collections in hospitals and then, with a “holier 
than thou” stance, walk away from the problem. 

It is the duty of the medical school librarian to collect the books and journals 
needed by students, faculty, and research workers; to study to be the specialist 
in bibliography so he can produce again the literary wealth he so efficiently 
stockpiles; and to become in the end one of the medical “team,” consulted 
whenever his special knowledge is pertinent. To do less is not only to make 
his own job unimportant, but to prevent the real development of secondary 
medical libraries throughout the country. And, as we are all members of the 
same body politic, what harms one medical library may grow to harm all. 
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 
Lake Placid Club, Essex Co., New York 


Monday, June 23 
8-10 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 24 
9-12 
2 p.m. 


3 p.m. 


6 p.m. 
8 p.m. 


Wednesday June 25 
9 a.m. 
2 p.m. 


Thursday, June 26 
10 a.m. 


2 p.m. 
6 p.m. 
7 p.m. 


Friday, June 27 
9 a.m. 
2 p.m. 


June 24-27, 1952 
Registration 


Registration, Committee meetings, Trips 

Welcome 

Address: Dr. Austin Smith 

Panel Discussion: Problems of Periodical Ordering 
Panel from the New York Regional Group, Miss 

Eleanor Fair, Chairman 

Reception for new members 

Group Meetings 
Dental Group: Miss Minnie Orfanos, Chairman 
Hospital Group. 


First Business Session 
School Group Meeting: Miss Isabelle Anderson, 
Chairman 
Panel Discussion: The Teaching of Medical Bibli- 
ography 
Group Meetings 
Pharmacy Group: Mrs. Louise L. McLean, Chair- 
man 
Society Group: Miss Anna P. Kennedy, Chairman 


Visit to Trudeau Sanitarium with symposium on 
tuberculosis 

Second Business Session 

Social Hour 

Annual Banquet 


Third Business Session 
The Indexing Project at the Welch Medical Library 
Dr. Sanford Larkey 
228 
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2.30 p.m. The Library and its Equipment at the University of 
Washington School of Medicine 
Alderson Fry 

3.15 p.m. Panel Discussion: Labor-Saving Devices and Meth- 
ods 

4 p.m. Unfinished Business 


Regular hours for meals at the Club: 
Breakfast 8-9.30 a.m. with limited service till 10 a.m. 
Lunch 12.30-2 p.m. 
Dinner 6.30-8 p.m. 


Midwest Regional Group of Medical Library Association at North Chicago, Illinois, 
October 6, 1951. 


REGIONAL GROUP MEETINGS 
New York 
On Nov. 17 the second 1951 meeting of the New York Regional Group was 
held in the Town Hall Club in New York City. The morning of the all-day ses- 
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sion started with a résumé of the Denver M.L.A. meeting presented by Mr. 
Wesley Draper. This was followed by a panel discussion on problems in small 
medical libraries (Miss Margaret Kinney, chairman, Mrs. Jacqueline Felter, 
Miss Hanni-Lore Levi, and Miss Pauline Vaillancourt). After the luncheon and 
business meeting Miss Helen Bayne discussed the M.L.A. Exchange and Miss 
Heath Babcock spoke about certification of medical librarians. A display of 
medical books, pamphlets, and periodicals, prepared by the staff of the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons Library, proved to be a very interesting and useful 
feature of the meeting. Mr. J. Alan MacWatt was elected president of the 
Group. The large number of participants and the lively interest shown through- 
out the meeting by everybody are promising signs for the future growth and 
work of the Group. 


New Orleans 


A regional meeting of the Medical Library Association was held in New 
Orleans, November 17, 1951. This was done experimentally and the response 
and attendance was most gratifying. There were thirty-three in attendance 
from the states of Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, Alabama, Texas, and Loui- 
siana. Open house was held at Louisiana State University School of Medicine 
Library and the Tulane University of Louisiana School of Medicine Library 
during the morning. This was followed by a luncheon at the Jung Hotel where 
those attending were guests of the Louisiana State University School of Medi- 
cine Library. Following the luncheon a panel discussion on subject headings 
was held, with Miss Mary Louise Marshall as moderator. The panel included 
Mrs. Sara Brown, Library, Medical College of Alabama; Mrs. Elinor Rein- 
miller, Southwestern Medical School Library; Mrs. Elizabeth D. Marsh, 
University of Arkansas, School of Medicine Library, and Mrs. Beatrix Jacobs, 
Louisiana State University of Medicine Library. This was followed by an ac- 
tive discussion and a business meeting. It was decided to organize as a regional 
group of the Medical Library Association. Miss Ruth E. Harlamert was elected 
Chairman, Miss Louise Williams, Vice-Chairman, and Mrs. Elizabeth D. 
Marsh, Secretary-Treasurer. Saturday evening an informal, no-host dinner was 
held at Arnaud’s following which the meeting adjourned. 


SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDY IN MEDICAL LIBRARIANSHIP 
OFFERED AGAIN 


Summer school courses in medical library work are offered in 1952 at Colum- 
bia University and at Emory University. The successful completion of either 
course will enable a student with a bachelor’s degree and one year’s library 
school training to qualify for Grade I certification by the Medical Library 
Association. 

The course offered at Columbia, July 7th-August 16th, is in medical liter- 
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ature, and consists in a survey and evaluation of library resources in medicine, 
with emphasis upon bibliographical and information sources. Some attention is 
given to special service problems in medical libraries. The course carries a 
credit value of 3 points. For further information write to the Dean, Columbia 
University School of Library Service, New York 27, N. Y. 

The course at Emory, with a credit value of 5 quarter hours, will meet for 
ten hours a week, July 24th—August 29th. The purpose of the course is to give 
an introduction to medica] library resources and their use in medical education, 
medical research, and the care of the patient. A survey of the literature, library 
techniques, and medical library administration will be included. For further 
information write to the Director, Division of Librarianship, Emory University, 
Emory University, Georgia. 

The Medical Library Association is offering two scholarships, of $150.00 
each, for each of these summer school courses. Applications for these scholar- 
ships should be sent to the schools before May 15, 1952. 





News Items 


SIGNAL HONOR TO MISS BERTHA HALLAM 


Miss Bertha B. Hallam, University of Oregon Medical School Librarian since 
1919, was presented with a silver tea service and elevated to Honorary Mem- 
bership in the Portland Academy of Medicine at their annual meeting and 
banquet, December 13th, at the Multnomah Hotel. Dr. Noble Wiley Jones, 
Professor Emeritus of Medicine, travelled from California to Portland for the 
occasion and gave a history and background of the University of Oregon Med- 
ical School. Miss Hallam is one of four honorary members of the Portland 
Academy of Medicine and is the only woman ever to achieve such a distinction. 

Several years ago Miss Hallam was proclaimed Portland’s Citizen of the Week. 
(See BuLLETIN, 35: 283, 1947.) 


DR. RUDOLPH MATAS HONORED BY AMERICAN 
COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 


Dr. Rudolph Matas, one of the organizers of the American College of Sur- 
geons and a Past-President, now 91 years old, was awarded Honorary Member- 
ship in the College in a ceremony at his home on January 5, 1952. In his presen- 
tation speech, Dr. Alton Ochsner, the present P resident of the College, pointed 
out that honorary membership had been conferred on only 14 people, 12 of 
whom were Surgeons General of the government services; the 13th was con- 
ferred on Dr. M. T. MacEachern and the 14th on Dr. Matas. 


REFRESHER COURSE FOR MEDICAL ASSISTANTS 


In the spring of 1951 Mrs. Elizabeth D. Marsh, Librarian of the University 
of Arkansas School of Medicine, served as instructor for the Medical Ter- 
minology section of a refresher course for medical assistants. This course was 
given under the joint sponsorship of the Pulaski County Medical Assistants 
Association and the Little Rock Vocational School as a pilot course. 


RETIREMENT OF MRS. ELIZABETH RICHARDSON 


After twenty-three years of devoted service, the retirement of Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Richardson as Librarian of the University of Arkansas School of Medi- 
cine, became effective on September 1, 1951. On Sunday, September 9, 1951, 
a tea, honoring Mrs. Richardson, was held in the library at which time she was 
presented with a small sterling silver tray and a monetary gift, both of which 
were made possible through the generosity of her friends. The tray bore the 
following inscription: 
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To 
Mrs. Elizabeth Richardson 


Librarian 
1928-1951 


Presented with appreciation and affection 
By her friends of the faculty and administration 
On her retirement 
September 1, 1951 


During the years of her tenure as librarian, the library saw its greatest de- 
velopment in spite of many discouragements caused by inadequate space, 
limited funds, and little or no help. Through her resourcefulness and devotion 
to duty, Mrs. Richardson built up a substantial reference collection, thus greatly 
increasing the services of the library, and providing the nucleus for the develop- 
ment of the collection from a few thousand to many thousands of volumes at 
the present time. 

Although Mrs. Richardson has retired from her duties as Librarian here, 
she has not retired from the library field entirely. At the present, she is busily 
engaged in the organization of the library of the State Hospital for Nervous 
and Mental Diseases in Little Rock. The good wishes of all her friends follow 
her into this activity of her retirement. 


FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON MEDICAL 
LIBRARIANSHIP TO BE HELD 


It is proposed to hold an International Congress on Medical Librarianship 
in London in July 1953. Sir Cecil Wakeley, K.B.E., C.B., President of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England, has kindly consented to accept the 
honorary presidency of the Congress. The program will include formal sessions 
for the reading and discussion of papers, visits to medical libraries, and social 
functions. It is hoped also to have in connection with the Congress an exhibition 
of medical books and periodicals and library equipment. 

All those actively engaged or interested in medical librarianship and bibliog- 
raphy throughout the world are invited to participate. 

Requests for further information may be addressed in advance to the Hon- 
orary Secretaries, First International Congress on Medical Librarianship, 
c/o The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES AVAILABLE FROM ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


The following bibliographies and lists, compiled by the Reference Division 
of the Army Medical Library, can be obtained free by requesting them from: 
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Miss Estelle Brodman 

Assistant Librarian for Reference Services 
Army Medical Library 

Washington 25, D.C. 


Photo-offset Bibliographies 

1. Pituitary-Adrenocortical function: ACTH, Cortisone and Related Com- 
pounds. A bibliography compiled by Karl A. Baer and Marjory Spencer. 1950. 
366 p. 

2. Plasma substitutes except those derived from human blood, 1940-1951, 
compiled by Karl A. Baer. Dec. 1951. 141 p. 

3. Pathology and Physiology of Burns—In preparation—due about Sep- 
tember, 1952. 


Mimeographed Bibliographies 


1. Nitrogen'® in Biological Research. A preliminary list of references to 1 
August 1951, compiled by Eleanor Johnson. 1 November 1951. 14 p. 

2. Intravenous Injection of Fats and Oils for Nutritive Purposes. A com- 
prehensive list of references to 27 September 1951, compiled by Eleanor John- 
son. 12 December 1951. 14 p. 

3. Foreign Military Medical Serials, 1945-1950. [1951] 4 p. 

4. Medical Photography and Radiography. A list of recent books and cur- 
rent periodicals in English. 29 November 1951. 4 p. 

5. Journals on Neurology, Psychology, and Psychiatry Currently Received 
in the Army Medical Library, June 1, 1949. 15 p. 

6. Journals on Radiology Currently Received in the Army Medical Library 
December 1, 1949. 5 p. 

7. Dental Journals Currently Received in the Army Medical Library, June 
1, 1949. 8 p. 

8. Fibrinolysin, Profibrinolysin and Antifibrinolysin. A preliminary list of 
references, compiled by Jacqueline Chambers. 22 December 1951. 20 p. 


HOSPITAL LIBRARY SCHOLARSHIP 


The Hospital Libraries Division of the American Library Association is 
sponsoring the Caroline E. Robinson Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship of 
approximately two hundred and fifty dollars will be offered in 1952 to give 
financial assistance to a qualified librarian or library school student who is 
interested in preparing to enter the field of hospital librarianship, either in a 
patients’ library, a medical library, or a library serving both patients and 
medical staff. The recipient may use this sum for tuition or living expenses 
while in school. 
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PERSONAL NOTES 


Mrs. Maxine E. Beaton (Simmons ’36) is now Librarian at the Presbyterian 
Hospital, Denver, Colorado. 

The position of Bio-Medical Librarian at the University of Chicago has been 
accepted by Mr. Ben C. Driver, who was Physics-Chemistry Librarian at 
Columbia University. 

Florence Mary Dunegan (Catholic University ’51) is Librarian at the 
Nursing School Library, Georgetown University, Washington, D. C. 

Helen Field became Librarian of the National Institute of Mental Health, 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, on January 1, 1952. 

Elizabeth D. Harvey (Washington University ’51) has been appointed peri- 
odicals librarian, Harvard University Schools of Medicine and Public Health 
Library, Boston. 

Dr. Frances B. Jenkins, formerly Science Librarian and more recently Act- 
ing Head of Branch Libraries, in the University of California Library, Berkeley, 
joined the University of Illinois Library School Faculty as Associate Professor 
of Library Science at the beginning of the Fall term. Mrs. Jenkins received her 
Ph.D. in bio-chemistry from the University of Illinois in 1937. She took her 
professional library training at the University of California School of Librarian- 
ship. 

Lucy Latini (St. Catherine’s ’47) became librarian, Providence Hospital 
Library, Portland, Oregon on January 1, 1952. 

On January 1, 1952, Miss Vera Makivirta, a member of the Reference De- 
partment of the University of Minnesota Library for nearly 15 years, was ap- 
pointed librarian of the Biological-Medical Library. Mr. James Kingsley, 
former Biological-Medical Librarian at Minnesota, became head of the Ac- 
quisitions Department on the same date. 

Mrs. Ethelda B. Melnick (Western Reserve ’51) is now medical librarian, 
Scientific Laboratory, Los Alamos, New Mexico. 

Mathilda Muyskeus has succeeded Mrs. John R. Hubbard as Librarian at 
the Toledo (Ohio) Medical Library. Mrs. Hubbard has retired. 

Jean Oberlander has been appointed librarian of the University of Maryland, 
College of Pharmacy, Baltimore. 

Mary Agnes Wolfe has been transferred from the University of Minnesota 
pharmacy library to the biological-medical library. 


REPORT FROM BRITISH COLLEGAUES 


The annual general meeting of the Medical Section of the Library Associa- 
tion (British) was held at Chaucer House on February 15, 1952. There was a 
discussion on “The Problem of Indexing and Listing the Contents of Current 
Periodicals.” 

From March 28th to 31st the first week-end conference of the Section was 
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held at University Hall, Liverpool. The program included a symposium on 
“Three Types of Medical Libraries.” 

At the Session of the Medical Section at the Annual Conference at Bourne- 
mouth on April 30th, 1952 the following will speak: 

Mr. W. J. Bishop on “The Medical Section and its Work.” 

Miss J. B. Webster on “Reminiscences of American Libraries. 

Mr. W. R. Le Fanu on “The Medical Library Association Convention, 
Denver, 1951.” 

The 1952 Committee is as follows: 

Chairman: W. A. Lee (Liverpool Medical Institution). 

Hon. Secretary/Treasurer: G. J. Hipkins (British Dental Association). 

Exchange Manager: F. N. L. Poynter (Wellcome Historical Medical Li- 
brary). 

Other Members: H. F. Alexander (Radcliffe Science Library), Miss M. 
Exley (Boots Pure Drug Co.), Miss M. M. Raymer (Royal College of Vet- 
erinary Surgeons), F. A. Tubbs (St. Thomas’s Hospital Medical School), P. 
Wade (Royal Society of Medicine). 

Since September 1950 the Medical Library of the British Council has issued 
the British Medical Book List as a guide to current medical literature. Its use 
to medical librarians in that country is mainly in its notes of official publica- 
tions, brochures and reports from private bodies, 7.e., the sort of material that 
is often omitted from book lists, not included in booksellers’ catalogues and 


rarely reviewed. The cost is 3s. per annum and orders should be sent to the 
Publications Manager, British Medical Book List, 65, Davies Street, London, 
W.1. 

A summary of Mr. W. R. Le Fanw’s interesting Vicary Lecture appeared in 
The Times Literary Supplement for November 2nd. It is expected that the 
lecture will be printed in full in the Annals of the Royal College of Surgeons. 


DISPOSITION OF RARE BOOK COLLECTIONS 


Turts CoLLece Mepicat ScHoot has recently acquired by gift the library 
of Dr. Joseph H. Pratt, collected over a period of years. This collection, num- 
bering hundreds of volumes, contains many outstanding classics in the field of 
medicine. In like manner, although further afield, Dr. Erik Waller has given 
to the Uppsala University Library his remarkable collection on the history of 
medicine in all its fields—a collection especially rich in early printed books and 
containing many unique items. 


NEW PUBLICATION OF U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


Edward G. McGavran, M.D., M.P.H., dean of the School of Public Health, 
University of North Carolina, has been appointed chairman of the Board of 
Editors of the new Public Health Reports, according to an announcement made 
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by Dr. Leonard A. Scheele, Surgeon General of the Public Health Service, 
Federal Security Agency. The new Public Health Reports, the first issue of 
which appeared in January 1952, is an expanded version of the weekly technical 
journal of the same name which has been published since 1878 by the Public 
Health Service. 

The new monthly Public Health Reports will incorporate two other technical 
publications of the Public Health Service, the Journal of Venereal Disease 
Information and the Communicable Disease Center Bulletin, and will also 
include the functions of the monthly Tuberculosis Control Issues of the old 
Public Health Reports. The new journal will contain essentially the same type 
of material which has been appearing in these journals. It will be concerned 
with the professional and technical aspects of public health practice, problems 
of health administration, and research in these fields, with special emphasis on 
administrative practice, program development, and applied research. 

The new Public Health Reports are published from the Office of the Surgeon 
General under the general direction of George St. J. Perrott, chief, Division of 
Public Health Methods. The executive editor is Howard Ennes, and the man- 
aging editor, Taft S. Feiman. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS NOW PART OF WILLIAMS & WILKINS 


The Williams & Wilkins Company, publishers of medical books and periodi- 
cals, of Baltimore, Maryland, has purchased the medical book publishing 


business of Thomas Nelson & Sons, of New York City. About November 15 
all stock was moved to Baltimore and now all orders for Nelson Medical books 
will be filled from Baltimore. 

It is planned to continue the going titles with a gradual change to The Wil- 
liams & Wilkinsimprint as reprintings or new editions appear. Prominent among 
the Nelson books are the famous Diagnostic Roentgenology, edited by Doctor 
Ross Golden, and the annual Monographs on Surgery, edited by Doctor B. 
Noland Carter. 

The 1951 renewal pages for Diagnostic Roentgenology consisted of Radio- 
logic Diagnosis of Diseases of the Chest, by Doctor C. B. Rabin and Roentgeno- 
logic Diagnosis of Diseases of the Spinal Cord, by Doctor E. H. Wood. Several 
new titles are in process. 





Book Reviews and Journal Notes 


GraHaM, Harvey. Elernal Eve, The History of Gynaecology and Obstetrics. 

Garden City, N. Y., Doubleday & Company, 1951. 669 p. $10.00. 

The rather florid title “Eternal Eve” is, as the dust cover amplifies, ‘an 
entertaining, absorbing exploration of birth, the oldest miracle.’”’ Harvey Graham 
(pseudonym of an eminent British surgeon) has done a tremendous job, 663 
pages of very readable matter, so creditable that the why of anonymity is 
puzzling. Childbirth in all its aspects and side-relations from evidence of earliest 
myths to the present-day scientific approach is historically presented in tre- 
mendous detail. The superstititions, the legendary treatments, the fetishisms, 
the mandates in Leviticus, the precepts of Aesculapius, leading down through 
Roman, medieval, and modern days, are given with a fascinating, unstilted 
style of narration. 

The volume is, as a matter of fact, practically a history of the world, as his- 
toric births are amplified by broad political discursions. Cartoons and sketches 
of Michael Angelo, Raphael, Leonardo da Vinci, show us childbed scenes and 
uterine dissections. The development of midwifery, the long reign of the Cham- 
berlen family with their successful hiding of their vital secret of their obstetric 
forceps, the contributions of William Harvey, of William Hunter, are a few of 
scores of features. Cuts from Hunter’s The Anatomy of the Human Gravid Uterus, 
done by Rymsdyk, are reproduced and could hardly be surpassed by a top 
medical illustrator of the present day. 

The terrible mortality of “puerperal pestilence,” the discernment of Semmel- 
weis of its causation even before any knowledge of the role of bacteria in 
disease, and its conquest with antisepsis are graphically told. Gynecology, anes- 
thesia and the conquest of pain, x-rays and radium, twilight sleep, sulfon- 
amides, penicillin, artificial insemination, even effects of atom-bombing, com- 
plete a marvellous tale. 

The lengthy volume can be enjoyed for its dramatic flow, and can be re- 
ferred to for any pertinent point. A 30-page index assures easy consultation. 
If it has not already been inferred, it may be stated now that this reviewer is 
thoroughly sold on “Eternal Eve.” 

RoBErT C. RANSDELL, M.D. 


Summons, J. S.; WHAYNE, T. F.; ANDERSON, G. W.; Horack, H. M.; AND 
Tuomas, R. A. Global Epidemiology. A Geography of Disease and Sanitation. 
Vol. II. AFRICA AND THE ADJACENT ISLANDS. Phila., J. B. Lippin- 
cott Company, 1951. xl + 652 pages, illus. $15.00. 

During World War II, at the instigation of the Committee on Information 
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of the Division of Medical Sciences of the National Research Council, the 
(then) Medical Intelligence Division of the Preventive Medicine Service, Office 
of The Surgeon General, United States Army, undertook the preparation of the 
first volume in a projected series to be published under the general title, Global 
Epidemiology. A Geography of Disease and Sanitation. The volume dealt with 
factors influencing health in India, the Far East, and the Pacific area and was 
published by Lippincott in 1944. Similar data about Africa, Europe, the Near 
East, and the Western Hemisphere were to be published in subsequent volumes. 

The book under review is volume two in the series. It follows the same gen- 
eral organization of material as that contained in the first volume, with certain 
modifications which represent a distinct improvement over volume one. Per- 
tinent data are given for each political unit (45 in all) in Africa concerning: 1) 
Geography and Climate; 2) Population and Socio-Economic Conditions, in- 
cluding population, vital statistics, social economy, food and nutrition, and 
housing; 3) Environment and Sanitation, including water supplies, waste dis- 
posal, fauna and flora of medical importance, and food sanitation; 4) Health 
Services and Medical Facilities, including health organizations, medical in- 
stitutions, and personnel; and 5) Diseases. A useful bibliography appears at the 
end of each chapter. The appendix contains a series of original maps showing 
the distribution in Africa of the principal tropical diseases and a reprinting of 
“Health Hints for the Tropics” which was originally published by the Ameri- 
can Society of Tropical Medicine in 1949 as a Supplement to Tropical Medicine 
News. An extensive index completes the volumes. 

One approach to the evaluation of this volume is to consider its stated pur- 
pose, aims or objectives, as contained in the preface, as follows: “This volume 
is designed to provide a concise summary, by political units, of current health 
conditions on the continent of Africa. ... The concept of the Global Epidemi- 
ology series ... has broadened, even as public health has become increasingly 
international in scope ...and it is hoped that the dissemination of the data 
presented in this series will be of assistance, not only to professional workers 
in the fields of medicine and public health, but also to the agencies working 
toward world understanding and international co-operation.” Judging this 
work on the basis of the above quoted statements, it can be said that the volume 
achieves its purpose admirably and that it should prove a useful working tool 
for all agencies and individuals concerned with matters involving the health 
and welfare of the peoples of Africa. The volume should be especially useful 
for teaching in schools of public health. 

There are deficiencies in the volume but most of them are minor. Such major 
lacunae as exist are recognized by the authors and result from the lack of re- 
liable data. Some of the small sketch maps could be improved by the addition 
of legends indicating the meaning of the symbols contained in them. Descrip- 
tions in the text frequently make reference to localities, and subdivisions of 
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political units, which do not appear in ordinary maps such as are found in the 
usual atlas; the inclusion of sketch maps showing such details would aid the 
reader. Other deficiencies, which are trivial but nevertheless annoying and un- 
<necessary, include a tiresome and inconsistent repetition of the legalistic use 
of the word “from,” and altogether too many typographical errors. 

In the presentation of the data concerning each political unit in Africa, the 
authors have maintained a sense of proportion and a degree of thoroughness, 
within the limits imposed by availability of information, that merit high praise. 
In its own field, volume two of Global Epidemiology is as useful a reference work 
on Africa as An African Survey by Lord Hailey and its companion volume, 
Science in Africa by E. B. Worthington. 

ARTHUR R. TuRNER, M.D. 


Medical Directory of New York State, v. 44, 1951. N. Y., Medical Society of the 
State of N. Y., [c1951] 864 p. 

One of the most delightful pastimes a medical librarian can indulge in-—if his 
conscience will allow him to take the time—is to browse among the 44 volumes 
of the Medical Directory of N. Y. State and to note the changes in facts in- 
cluded and in emphasis over the years. Of course, the tidbits of information 
and the illustrations and advertisements may continue to be of interest after 
he has forgotten the supposedly more important items, but it is the occasional 
need of just such tidbits which justifies the time spent browsing through the 
set. 

Especially in the earlier and more leisurely days, when the influence of Shrady 
was still noticeable, obituaries, histories of obscure hospitals, and lists of grad- 
uates of defunct medical schools appeared at irregular intervals. Even this edi- 
tion contains facts not found in other editions—detailed descriptions of com- 
mittees set up by the Medical Society of the State, the Medical Practice Act 
of N. Y. State, Regulations of N. Y. City on registration of births and deaths 
and reporting of communicable diseases, and federal narcotics regulations. One 
important omission is information on New Jersey and Connecticut, which used 
to. be included. 

For each of the more than 28,000 physicians listed there is given his address, 
telephone number, office hours, place and date of graduation from medical 
school, certification and other special qualifications, memberships in societies, 
and appointments to hospitals. Physicians are listed geographically with a 
name index and an index by streets. A list of hospitals and their staffs is also 


printed. 
ESTELLE BRODMAN 


CAMPBELL, J. Menzies. A Brief Survey of British Dentisiry. Charles Allen-— 
Dentists Act, 1878. Reprinted from British Dental Journal 88: 175-181, 
April 6, 1950. 
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Dr. Campbell presents here an article on the history of English dentistry 
up to the time of the Dentists Act of 1878. It is a reprint of an address the 
author gave in Scotland, and, although somewhat curtailed in length, the con- 
tent remains essentially unchanged. It covers a wide scope and brings together 
material not otherwise easily available to the medical historian. The para- 
graphs on early dental books and British journals should be of special interest 
to the medical librarian. Owing principally to the fact that the history of den- 
tistry in England has always been a stepchild the standard books do not cover 
this subject very well, if at all. 

The paper begins with the strange story of the first English book devoted 
to dentistry, written by Charles Allen and published in 1685. For over two 
centuries this book was not listed in any bibliography. Who was the author? 
Only what he wrote about himself in this book and in later books is now known 
about this “Operator for the Teeth,” a title he used to distinguish himself 
from the charlatans working in the market place. The road of progress, pro- 
ceeding from the barber-surgeons to real professional status, was a slow one. 
The difficulties of working with inadequate instruments and a lack of the 
knowledge of anatomy are well described. Until de Chemant, a refugee from the 
French Revolution, introduced the secret of porcelain teeth, England had used 
dentures made from bone, ivory, or even natural teeth. The nineteenth cen- 
tury brought to England a rapid progress in all fields of dentistry—even though 
the writings of French and German dentists do not seem to have influenced the 
English to any great extent. Organization and early legislation are clearly out- 
lined but this reviewer would like to have seen some mention made of the de- 
velopment of nitrous oxide in dentistry which was first discovered and em- 
ployed in England (Priestley 1772) and is still being used so widely in that 


country. 
Joun L. Spanter, D.M.D. 


FINCH, JEREMIAH S. Sir Thomas Browne: A Doctor’s Life of Science and Faith. 

New York, Henry Schiman, 1950. 277 p. illus. $3.50. 

This is a story of a physician and a mystic. In a period of history when doc- 
tors were, or were credited with being, agnostic or atheistic, Sir Thomas Brown 
proclaimed his faith in God and His laws. Professor Finch gives a sympathetic 
but realistic picture of this unusual man, his family, and his writings. 

Sir Thomas Browne’s_ best known work, Religio Medict, is discussed in de- 
tail. This work became famous in Europe and raised a storm of controversy 
through which Sir Thomas Browne went quietly about his business of being a 
physician. The book was translated into many languages, was blessed and 
cursed in journals of the period and from pulpits. The Vatican placed it on the 
Index. It was a plea for religious tolerance in an age of bigotry, persecution, 
and rigid dogma. The book is still read with interest and is as much a part of 
the Twentieth Century as it was of the Seventeenth. McGill University in 
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Montreal preserves under glass a copy, published in Boston in 1862, which was 
presented by Sir William Osler, who said of the author: ‘Mastery of self, con- 
scious devotion to duty, deep human interest in human beings—these best of 
all lessons . . . may be gleaned from the writings of Sir Thomas Browne.” Com- 
ments of other outstanding physicians, poets, authors, and philosophers are 
quoted in Finch’s book. 

Anecdotes of the life of the physician are told in lucid and engaging style. 
Sir Thomas Browne obtained his B.A. from Oxford in 1626, and his M.A. in 
1629. Like most other men of his day he then went to the Continent where in 
1633 he was awarded the M.D. in Leyden. In addition to his interest in medi- 
cine he was an enthusiast on the subject of herbs and possessed a wide knowl- 
edge of plants, birds, and animals. His collection of specimens and his garden 
were famous. He was more than a little interested in alchemy, hermetic phi- 
losophy, and astrology. Charles II, whom Sir Thomas Browne attended in his 
last illness, knighted him in 1671. The Royal College of Physicians made him 
an Honorary Fellow. In later years other writings appeared, the best known of 
which were Urn Burial and The Garden of Cyprus. 

In the hands of his biographer, Sir Thomas Browne lives graciously in the 
pages of this book with his lovely wife and children. His beliefs and practices 
hold the reader and quietly inspire him to an examination of his own beliefs 
and activities. 

The illustrations are reproductions of paintings, prints, and miniatures 
loaned from famous collections. The book is fully documented with a bibliog- 


raphy of some 30 pages. 
Scioto M. HERNDON 





